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BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130

Sacramento, California 95833-2936

(916) 263-0916  FAX (916) 263-0959

February 24, 2014

Ayla Erfigen

Building Official

City of Alhambra

111 South First Street
Alhambra, CA 91801

RE: Ordinance #O2M13-4628, #02M13-4630, #02M1 3-4632, #02M13-4634, #02M13-
4640

Dear Ms. Erfigen:

This letter is to advise you of our determination regarding the referenced ordinance with
express findings received from your agency on February 11, 2014.

Our review finds the submittal to contain five ordinances modifying provisions of the 2013
California Building Standards Code in Title 24, California Code of Regulations (code), and
express findings complying with Health and Safety Code §§17958.7 and 18941.5. The code
modifications are accepted for filing and are enforceable. This letter attests only to the
satisfaction of the cited law for filing of local code amendment supported by an express
finding with the Commission. The Commission is not authorized by law to evaluate the merit
of the code modification or the express finding.

Local modifications to the code are specific to a particular edition of the code. They must be
readopted and filed with the Commission in order to remain in effect when the next triennial
edition of the code is published.

On a related matter, should your city receive and ratify Fire Protection District ordinances
making modifications to the code, be advised that Health and Safety Code §13869.7(c)
requires such ratified ordinances and express findings to be filed with the Department of
Housing and Community Development, Division of Codes and Standards, State Housing
Law Program, rather than this Commission. Also, ordinances making modifications to the
energy efficiency standards of the code may require approval from the California Energy
Commission pursuant to Public Resources Code §25402.1(h)(2).

If you have any questions or need any further information, you may contact me at
(916) 263-0916.

Sincerely,

J“:';F’ Y M
rique M. Rodriguez

Associate Construction Analyst

cc: Chron
Local Filings

BSC TP-219 (Rev. 10/13)



City of Alhambra

Development Services Department

Via Certified Mail
7012 1010 002 7182 8233

February 4, 2014

Gateway
1o the
San Gabriel Valley

California Building Standards Commission

i 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sowth First Stveet
Albambra Sacramento Ca 95811
California
91801

Re: City of Alhambra Code Amendments and Findings

Please find here with the City of Alhambra amendments and the express findings
to each amendment to the following California Codes;

1- California Building Code 2013

2- California Residential Code 2013

3- California Electrical Code 2013

4- California Mechanical Code 2013

5- California Plumbing Code 2013

6- California Fire Code 2013
Building Official

Enc: As listed above

CC: City Clerk
Fire Chief




ORIGINAL
ORDINANCE NO. 02M13-4628

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY MODIFYING TITLE 20
THEREOF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 26, BUILBDING CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of
the County of Los Angeles which adopts by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2 and Part
10 - 2013 California Building Code and which makes amendments, additions and deletions thereto. Therefore,
the Alhambra Municipal Code is hereby amended by repealing from Chapter 20.05 Sections 20.05.010 and
20.05.020 and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof, all to read as follows:

TITLE 20
BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
CHAPTER 20.05
BUILDING CODE
Section 20.05.010 LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE, TITLE 26, BUILDING CODE

Chapters 1 through 35, 66, 67, 98, 99 and Appendices 1 and J of Title 26, l.os Angeles County Building Code. as
amended and in effect on or before January 1, 2014, adopting the 2013 California Building Code, is hercby
adopted by reference pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50022,1 through 50022.10 of the Government Code
of the State of California as though fully set forth herein, and made a part of the Alhambra Municipal Code with
the same force and effect as though set out herein in [ull, including all of the regulations, revisions, conditions
and terms contained therein except as revised in this ordinance by section 20,05.020 below. In accordance
with Section 50022.6 of the California Government Code, not less than one copy of said Title 26 of the Los
Angeles County Building Code together with any and all amendments thereto proposed by the City of Alhambra,
has been and is now filed in the office of the Development Services Department, shall be remain on file with the
Building Official, shall collectively be known as the City of Alhambra Building Code and may be cited as
Chapter 20.05 of the Alhambra Municipal Code.

Not less than one copy of said Title 26 of the Los Angeles County Building Code together with any and all
amendments thereto proposed by the City of Alhambra, has been and is now filed in the office of the
Development Services and shall be remain on file with Building Official, and shall collectively be known as the
City of Alhambra Building Code and may be cited as Chapter 20.05 of the Alhambra Municipal Code.

Section 20.05.020 BUILDING CODE MODIFIED

Chapters 1, 9, 33, 99 and Appendix J of Titie 26 of the 2014 Los Angeles County Code (the Los Angeles County
Building Code), which adopts by reference and amends California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 2 and Part



10 (the 2013 California Building Code) adopted by reference as the Building Code of the City of Alhambra, are
hereby amended, deleted or added as follows:

a.

b.

Section 100 is deleted.
Section 101 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 101 - TITLE, PURPOSE, INTENT AND SCOPE

161.1 Title. Title XX Building and Construction, Chapter 20,05 of the City of Alhambra Municipal Code
shal] be known as the Building Code of the City of Alhambra, may be cited as such, and will be referred
to herein as “these regulations” or “these building standards “or “this Code.”

101.2 Purpose and Intent. The purposc of this code is to establish the minimum requirements to
safeguard the public health, safety and general welfare through structural strength, means of egress
facilities, stability, sanitation, adequate light and ventilation, energy conservation, and safety to life and
property from fire and other hazards attributed to the built environment and to provide safety to
firefighters and emergency responders during emergency operations. Consistent with this purpose, the
provisions of this Code are intended and always have been intended to confer a benefit on the community
as a whole and are not intended (o establish a duty of care toward any particular person.

This Code shall not be construed to hold the City or any officer, employee or agent thereol responsible
for any damage to persons or property by reason of any inspection authorized herein or by reason of the
issuance or nonissuance of any permit authorized herein, and/or for any action or omission in connection
with the application and/or enforcement of this Code. By adopting the provisions of this Code, the City
does not intend to impose on itself, its employees or agents any mandatory duties of care toward persons
and property within its jurisdiction so as to provide a basis of civil liability for damages.

This section is declaratory of existing law and is not to be construed as suggesting that such was not the
purpose and intent of previous Code adoptions,

101.3 Scope and Applicability, The provisions of this Code shall apply to the erection, construction,
enlargement, alteration, installation, reconstruction, repair, movement, improvement, connection,
conversion, demolition, use and occupancy of any building, structurc or premises, or portion thereof, and
grading within the City.

The provisions of this Code shall not apply to work located primarily in a public way other than
pedestrian protection structures required by Chapter 33; public utility towers and poles; equipment not
specifically regulated in this Code; hydraulic flood control structures; work exempted by Section 107.2;
or minor work of negligible hazard to life specifically exempted by the building official.

Additions, alterations, repairs and changes of use or occupancy in all buildings and structures shall
comply with the provisions for new buildings and structures except as otherwise provided in Section 109
and Chapter 34 of this Code.



Detached one- and two family dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more
than three stories above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory
structures shall comply with the Residential Code as amended and adapted by the City of Alhambra.

Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code specify different materials, methods of
construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern

The codes and standards referenced in this Code shall be considered part of the requirements of this Code
to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Where differences occur between provisions of this Code
and referenced codes and standards, the provisions of this Code shall apply.

The provisions of this Code shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state or federal law.

In the event any differences in requirements exist between the accessibility requirements of this Code and
the accessibility requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 (also referred to as the
California Building Standards Code), then the California Code of Regulations shall govern.

Section 103.5 is amended in its entirety to read.

Section 103.5 Costs. Any person that violates any provision of this Code shall be responsible for the
costs of any and all Code enforcement actions taken by the Building Official in response to such
violations. These costs shall be based on the amounts specified in Section 115

A new subsection 103.6. is added to read;

103.6 Work without Permit. Whenever any work has been commenced without a permit as required by
the provisions of this Code, a special investigation shall be made prior to the issuance of the permit. An
investigation fee specified as per section 115 shall be collected for each permit so investigated.

EXCEPTION: When the building official has determined that the owner-builder of a one- or two-family
dwelling, accessory building or accessory structure had no knowledge that a permit was necessary and
had not previously applied for a permit from the Building Division of the City of Alhambra the
investigation fee shall be specified as per the section 115

The payment of the investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all other
provisions of this Code or from any penalty prescribed by law.,

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

A new subsection 103.7 is added to read:

103.7 Noncompliance Fee. If the building official, in the course of enforcing the provisions of this Code
or any State law, issues an order to & person and that person fails to comply with the order within 15 days

following the due date for compliance stated in the order, including any extensions thereof, then the
building official shall have the authority to collect a noncompliance fee.



The noncompliance fee shall not be imposed unless the order states that a failure to comply within 15
days after the compliance date specified in the order will result in the fee being imposed. No more than
one such fee shall be collected for failure to comply with an order.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J
Subsection 104.1 is amended in its entirety to read:

104.1 Building Division. There is hereby established a division in the City Development Services
Department to be known and designated as the Building Division.

Subsection 104.2.2 is amended in its entirety to read:

104.2.2 Deputies. With the approval of the City Council, the building official may appoint such number
of officers, inspectors and assistants, and other employees as shall be authorized from time to time. The
building official may deputize such employees as may be nccessary to carry out the functions of the
Building Division.

Subsection 104.2.7 is amended in its entirety to read:

104.2.7 Modifications. Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions
of this Code, the building official may grant modifications, on a case by case basis provided the building
official shall first find that a special individual reason makes the strict letter of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations impractical and that the modification is in conformity with the spirit
and purpose of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations and that such modification
does not lessen any fire protection or other life safety related requirements or any degree of structural
integrity. The details of any action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of the
City.

A written application for the granting of such modifications shall be submitted together with a filing fee
established by separate fee resolution or ordinance.

Subsection 104.2.8 is amended in its entirety to read:

104.2.8 Alternate materials, design and methods of construction, The provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations are not intended to prevent the use of any material,
appliances, installation, device, arrangement, method, design or method of construction not specifically
prescribed by this Code, provided any such alternate has been approved.

The building official may approve on a case by case basis any such alternate, provided that he or she
finds that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies with the provisions of this Code and finds that
the material, method or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that
prescribed in this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in quality, strength,
effectiveness, fire resistance and other life-safety factors, durability, planning and dcsign, energy,
material resource efficiency and conservation, environmental air quality, performance, water and
sanitation.



The building official shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted (o substantiate any
claims that may be made regarding its use.

A written application for use of an alternate material, design or method of construction shall be submitted
together with a filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance.

Subsection 104.3 is amended in its entirety (o read:

104.3 Definitions. In additions to the definitions specified in Chapter 2 of this Code, the following
certain terms, phrases, words and their derivatives shall be construed as specified in this section. Terms,
phrases and words used in the masculine gender include the feminine and the feminine the masculine.

In the event of conflicts between these definitions and definitions that appear else where in this Code,
these definitions shall govern and be applicable.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS shall mean the City of Alhambra City Council.

BUILDING CODE shall mean the L.os Angeles County Code Title 26 as adopted and amended by the
City of Alhambra,

BUILDING DIVISION or BUILDING DEPARTMENT shali mean the Building Division of the City
Development Services Department.

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean the Director of Development Services or other designated authority
charged with the administration and enforcement of this Code, or the director's duly authorized
representative.

BUILDING REHABILITATION APPEALS BOARD shall mean the City of Alhambra City Council.
CALGREEN see Green Building Standards Code definition
COUNTY may mean City of Alhambra or Los Angeles County depending on the context.

DEMOLITION Whenever the term demolition or demolish is used in this Code, it shall include the
removal of the resulting debris from such demolition and the protection or filling of excavations exposed
by such demolition as may be required by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations.

ELECTRICAL CODE shall mean the Los Angeles County Code Title 27 as adopted and amended by
the City of Alhambra.

ENERGY CODE shall mean California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 6

FACTORY-BUILT STRUCTURE shall mean buildings or structures which meet all of the following
criteria:




(1) fabrication on an off-site location under the inspection of the State, for which the State
inspection agency has attested to compliance with the applicable State laws and regulations by the
issuance of an insignia;

(2) the bearing of the State insignia and which have not been modified since fabrication in a manner
that would void the State approval; and for which the City has been relieved by statute of the
responsibility for the enforcement of laws and regulations of the State of California or the City.

FIRE CODE shall mean the California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 9 as adopted and amended by
the City of Alhambra,

GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE shall mean California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part

11

HEALTH CODE or LOS ANGELES COUNTY HEALTH CODE shall mean the Division 1 of Title
11 of Los Angeles County Code.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT shall mean either the City of Alhambra
Public Works Department or the Los Angeles County Flood Control District.

MECHANICAL CODE shall mean the Los Angeles County Code Title 29 as adopted and amended by
the City of Alhambra.

NATIONAL POLLUTION DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT shall
mean a permit issued as required by the Federal Clean Water Act in order to protect receiving waters.
The NPDES permit requires controls to reduce the discharge of pollutants into storm drains. channels or
natural watercourses.

NONINSPECTED WORK shall mean any erection, construction, enlargement, alteration, repair,
movement, improvement, removal, connection, conversion, demolition or equipping, for which a permit
was first obtained, pursuant to Section 107, but which has progressed beyond the point indicated in
successive inspections, including but not limited to inspections set forth in Section 117, without first
obtaining inspection by and approval of the building official.

UNPERMITTED STRUCTURES shall be defined as any

UNPERMITTED STRUCTURES shall be defined as any structure, or portion thereof, that was
erected, constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, improved, removed, connected, converted,
demolished or equipped, at any point in time, without the required permit(s) having first been obtaincd
from the Building Official, pursuant to Subsection Section 107.1, supraor any unfinished work for which
a permit has expired.

PLUMBING CODE shall mean the Los Angeles County Code Title 28 as adopted and amended by the
City of Alhambra,

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CODE shall mean the Los Angeles County Code Title 30 as adopted and
amended by the City of Alhambra,



ROAD COMMISSIONER CODE shall mean the City Engineer,

UNINCORPORATED PORTION OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES shall mean the City of
Alhambra,

UNPERMITTED STRUCTURE shall be defined as any structure, or portion thereof, that was erected,
constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, improved, removed, connected, converted, demolished or
equipped, at any point in time, without the required approval(s) and permit(s) having first been obtained
from the building official.

Section 105 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 105 APPEALS BOARDS

105.1 Technical Interpretations Appeals Board. When a request for an alternate material has been
proposed by an applicant and denied by the building official, the applicant may appeal the building
official's decision to the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board no later than 60 calendar days from the
date of the action being appealed from.

The board shall consist of five members who are qualified by experience and training to pass upon
matters pertaining to building construction, Onc member shall be & practicing architect, one a competent
builder, one a lawyer and two shall be civil or structural engineers, each of whom shall have had at least
ten years experience as an architect, builder, lawyer or structural designer. The building official shall be
an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to the board. The members of the board of appeals shall
be appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at its pleasure. The board shall adopt reasonable
rules and regulations for conducting its investigations. The board shall establish that the approval for
alternate materials and the modifications granted for individual cases are in conformity with the intent
and purpose of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations and that such alternate
material, modification or method of work offered is at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in quality, strength, effectiveness, firc resistance,
durability, safety and sanitation and does not lessen any fire-protection requirements or any degree of
structural integrity. The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to the building official
with a duplicate copy to the applicant, and the board may rccommend to the City Council such new
legislation as is consistent therewith.

105.2 Accessibility Appeals Board. In order to conduct the hearings on written appeals regarding action
taken by the building official concerning accessibility and to ratify certain exempting actions of the
building official in enforcing the accessibility requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title
24 (also known as the California Building Standards Code), and to serve as an advisor to the building
official on disabled access matters; there shall be an accessibility appeals board consisting of five
members. Two members of the appeals board shall be physically disabled persons, two members shall be
persons experienced in construction, and one member shall be a public member. The building official
shall be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to the board. The members of the accessibility
appeals board shall be appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at its plcasure. The board shall
adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its actions. The board shall establish that the access
matter under review is in conformity with the intent and purpose of California Code of Regulations, Title

7



24, and this Code. The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to the building official
with a duplicate copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend to the City Council such new
legislation as is consistent therewith.

The appeals board may approve or disapprove interpretations and enforcement actions taken by the
building official. Al such approvals or disapprovals for privately funded construction shall be final and
conclusive as to the building official in the absence of fraud or prejudicial abuse of discretion.

105.3 Limitations of Authority. Neither the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board nor the
Accessibility Appeals Board shall have authority relative to interpretation of the administrative portions
of this Code, other than Section 102, nor shall the board be empowered to waive requirements of this
Code.

105.4 Appeals Board Fees. A filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance shall be paid
to the building official whenever a person requests a hearing or a rehearing before the appeals boards
provided for in this section.

All requests to appeal determinations, orders or actions of the building official or to seek modifications
of previous orders of the appeals boards shall be presented in writing.

Section 106 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 106 BUILDING PLAN REQUIREMENTS

106.1 General. When required by the building official to verify compliance with this Code, relevant
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations; plans and, when deemed necessary by the building official,
calculations, geological or engineering reports and other required data shall be submitted for plan review,
The building official may require plans and calculations to be prepared by an engineer or architect
licensed or registered by the State to practice as such. Only after the plans have been approved may the
applicant apply for a building permit for such work, The building official may also require such plans be
reviewed by other departments and/or divisions of the City to verify compliance with the laws and
ordinances under their jurisdiction.

When authorized by the building official, complete plans and calculations need not be submitted for the
following work when information sufficient to clearly define the nature and scope of the work are
submitted for review:

1. One-story buildings of conventional light-frame construction with a gross floor area not
exceeding 600 square feet;
2. Work deemed by the building official as minor, small and/or unimportant work.

Where deemed necessary by the building official, submittals shall include special inspection
requirements as defined in Section 117.5 and structural observation requirements as defined in Section
117.6.



Plans, calculations, reports or documents for work regulated by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances,
rules and regulations shall bear the seal, signature and number of a civil engineer, structural engineer,
mechanical engineer, electrical engineer, soils engineer or architect registered or certified to practice in
the State of California when required by the California Business and Professions Code. A seal and
number shall not be required for work authorized by the said article to be performed by a person not
registered or certified as an engineer or architect,

For buildings exceeding 160 fect (48.77 m) in height, the structural calculations and each sheet of
structural plans shall be prepared under the supervision of and shall bear the signaturc or approved stamp
of a person authorized by the State of California to use the title structural engincer. In addition, all
architectural sheets shall bear the signature or approved stamp of an architect licensed by the State of
California,

All structures and devices installed for the protection of pedestrians, regardless of location, are subject to
the plan review requirements of this section.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

106.2 Architect or Engineer of Record. When it is required that documents be prepared by an architect
or engineer, the building official may require the owner to designate on the permit application an
architect or engineer who shall act as the architect or engineer of record. If the circumstances require, the
owner may designate a substitute architect or engineer of record who shall perform all of the duties
required of the original architect or engineer of record, The building official shall be notified in writing
by the owner if the architect or engineer of record is changed or is unable to continue to perform the
duties.

The architect or engineer of record shall be responsible for reviewing and coordinating all submittal
documents prepared by others, including dcferred submittal items, for compatibility with the design of
the building.

106.3 Information Required on Building Plans, Plans shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper or
other material suitable to the building official, shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and
scope of the work proposed, and shall show in detail that the proposed construction will conform to the
provisions of this Code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

The first sheet of each set of plans shall give the street address of the proposed work and the name,
address and telephone number of the owner(s) and all persons who were involved in the design and
preparation of the plans,

Plans shall include a plot plan showing the location of the proposed building and of every existing
building on the premises. In lieu of specific details, the building official may approve references on the
plans to a specific section or part of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations.

Computations, stress diagrams and other data sufficient to show the correctness of the plans shall be
submitted when required by the Building Official.



When deemed necessary by the building official, the first sheet of each set of plans shall indicate the
following information:

The building Type of Construction;

Whether fire sprinklers are installed in all or any portion of the building;
Existing building areas and areas of ail additions;

The number of stories of the building;

The use of all new and existing rooms and/or areas;

The Occupancy Classifications of each occupancy;

The Code in effect on the date of plan check submittal,
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The plans shall show all mitigation measures required under the National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued 1o County of Los Angeles. For the application of NPDES
permit requirements as they apply to grading plans and permits, see Appendix J of this code.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.
106.4 Drainage Review Requirement. Where proposed construction will affect site drainage, existing
and proposed drainage patterns shall be shown on the plot plan.

A site inspection may be required prior to plan check of building plans for lots or parcels in areas having
slopes of five horizontal to one vertical (5: 1) or steeper when the building official finds that a visual
inspection of the site is necessary to establish drainage requirements for the protection of property,
existing buildings or the proposed construction. The fee for such inspection shall be as sct forth by
ordinance or resolution. Such a preinspection shall not be required for a building pad graded under the
provisions of Appendix J.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

106.5 Deferred submittals, For the purposes of this section, deferred submittals are defined as those
portions of the design which are not submitted at the time of the application and which are to be
submitted to the building official within a specified period.

Deferral of any submittal items shall have prior approval of the building official. The architect or
engineer of record shall list the deferred submittals on the plans and shall submit the deferrcd submittal
documents for review by the building ofTficial.

Submittal documents for deferred submittal items shall be submitted to the architect or enginecr of record
who shall review them and forward them to the building official with a notation indicating that the
deferred submittal documents have been reviewed and that they have been found to be in general
conformance with the design of the building. The deferred submittal items shall not be installed until
their design and submittal documents have been approved by the building official.




106.6 Standard Plans. The building official may approve a set of plans for a building or structure as a
“standard plan," provided that the applicant has made proper application and submitted complete sets of
plans as required by this section.

Plans shall reflect laws and ordinances in effect at the time a permit is issued except as provided in this
section. Nothing in this section shall prohibit modifying the permit set of plans to reflect changes in laws
and ordinances which have become effective since the approval of the standard plan. The standard plans
shall become null and void where the work required by such changes exceeds five percent of the value of
the building or structure.

Standard plans shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of approval. This period may be
extended by the building official when there is evidence that the plans may be used again and the plans
show compliance with this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations,

106.7 Expiratien of Plan Check Applications. Plan check applications for which no permit is issued
within one year following the date of application shall expire by limitation and become null and void.
Plans and calculations previously submitted may thereafter be returned to the applicant or destroyed by
the building official.

When requested in writing by the applicant prior to or not more than 90 days after the expiration of the
plan check application, the building official may extend the time for action by the applicant. The time for
action by the applicant shall not be extended beyond the effective date of a more current Code.
Additional hourly fees for plan review shall also be paid to the building official for enforcement of any
requirements which were subsequently amended to the Code in effect at the time the plan check
extension is requested.

Once an application and any extension thereof has expired, the applicant shall resubmit plans and
calculations and pay a new application fee.

106.8 Retention of Plans. One set of approved plans, calculations and rcports shall be retained by the
building official. Except as required by Scction 19850 of the Health and Safety Code, the building
official shall retain such set of the approved plans, calculations and reports for a period of not less than
90 days from date of completion of the work covered therein.

Section 107 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 107 BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

107.1 Building Permit Required. No person, shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move,
improve, remove, connect, convert, demolish, or equip any building, structure, or portion thereof,

perform any grading, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a separate permit for each such
building, structure or grading from the Building Official.



The issuance of a permit without first requiring a plan review shall not prevent the building official from
requesting plans deemed necessary to verify that the work performed under said permit complies with
this Code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations,

No person shall install. alter, repair, move, improve, remove, connect any automatic fire-protection
system regulated by this Code, or cause the same to be done, without first abtaining a separate permit for
cach such building or structure from the building official.

All structures and devices installed for the protection of pedestrians, regardless of location, are subject to
the permit requirements of this section.

FFor additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

167.2 Work Exempted. A building permit shall not be required for the following;
Exemption from permit requirements of this Code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any
work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances,

Unless otherwise exempted by the City of Alhambra Plumbing, Electrical or Mechanical Codes, separate
plumbing, electrical and mechanical permits will be required for the below-exempted items,

A building permit shall not be required for the following:

1. Work not regulated by the Building Code, except where deemed necessary by
the building official to enforce other Federal and/or State Laws, State disabled access
requirements, or to enforce City ordinances or policies.

2, Painting; wallpapering; installing carpet, vinyl, tile and similar floor coverings
and repairing broken window glass not required by the Building Code to be safety or
security glazing.

4. One-story detached accessory buildings used as tool and storage sheds,
playhouses and similar uses, provided the gross floor arca does not cxceed 120 square
feet, the height does not exceed 12 feet and the maximum roof projection does not
exceed 24 inches.

5. Chain-link, wrought-iron and similar fences not more than 12 feet in height.

7. Masonry, concrete, wood and similar fences not more than 6 feet in height.
Exception: Wood fences not more than 8 feet in height with 60 percent or more of the
fence open and incapable of being loaded by wind,

8. Retaining walls that retain not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) in height measured
from the bottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or
impounding a Class I, II, or ILI-A liquids.

9. Ground-mounted radio and television antenna towers that do not exceed 45 feet
in height and ground-supported dish antennas not exceeding 15 fect in height above
finished grade in any position,

10, Light standards that do not exceed 30 feet in height.

1. Flagpoles not erected upon a building and not more than 15 feet high,

12, A tree house provided that:

12.]1  The tree house does not exceed 64 square feet in area or 8 feet in height from
floor to roof.
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122 The ceiling height as established by door height or plate line does not exceed 6
feet.

13. Canopies or awnings, completely supported by the exterior wall, attached to a
Group R-3 or U Occupancy and extending not more than 54 inches from the exterior wall
of the building.

14. Sheds, office or storage buildings, and other structures incidental to work
authorized by a valid grading or building permit. Such structures must be removed upon
expiration of the permit or completion of the work covered by the permit.

18. Platforms, walks and driveways not more than 30 inches above grade and not
over any basement or story below and that are not part of an accessible route.
16. Prefabricated swimming pools and other bodies of water accessory to a Group R-

3 Occupancy that arc fewer than 18 inches deep, or do not exceed 5,000 gallons (18,927
L), and are installed entirely above adjacent grade.

17. Playground equipment.

18. Membrane structures not regulated by California Title 19, not exceeding 250
square fect in area, used exclusively for residential recreational purposes or as a cover
for vehicles, and located in accordance with other City ordinances.

19, Steel tanks supported on a foundation not more than 2 feet (610 mm) above
grade when the height does not exceed 1% times the diameter.

20. Gantry cranes and similar equipment.
21. Bridges not involving buildings.
22, Motion picture, television and theater stage sets and scenery, except when uscd

as a building.
23. Oil derricks.

107.3 Application for Permit. To obtain a permit, the applicant shall first file an application in writing
on a form furnished by the City for that purpose. Each such application shall;

1. Identify and describe the work to be covered by the permit for which application is made.

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be done by lot, block, tract, street
address, or similar description that will readily identify and locate the proposed building
or work.

3. For building plans, show the use and occupancy of all parts of the building.
Be accompanied by plans and calculations as required in Section 106,

) State the valuation of the proposed work or, for grading, the volume of earth to be
handled.

6. Give such other information as reasonably may be required by the building official.

107.4 Issuance. The building official shall issue a permit to the applicant for the work described in the
application and plans filed (herewith when the building official is satisfied that all of the following items

comply:

I, The work described conforms to the requirements of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations,

2. The fees specified by resolution or ordinance have been paid.
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3 The applicant has obtained a permit pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 30600 et
seq, if such a permit is required.

When the building official issues the permit, the building official shall endorse in writing or stamp on
both sets of plans "REVIEWED FOR SUBSTANTIAL COMPLIANCE ONLY". Such stamped plans
shall not be changed, modified or altered without authorization from the building official, and all work
shall be done in accordance with the currently adopted Codes in effect at the time of permii issuance
regardless of the information presented on the plans. The approval of the plans shall not be held to permit
or to be an approval of any violation of any Federal, State, County or City laws or ordinances. The
issuance of a permit shall not be deemed to certify that the site of the described work is safe.

One set of approved plans and reports shall be returned to the applicant to be kept on such building or
work site at all times while the authorized work is in progress.

The building official may issue a permit for the construction of part of a building or structure before the
entire plans and calculations for the whole building or structure have been submitted or approved,
provided adequate information and detailed statements have been filed complying with all pertinent
requirements of this Code, The holder of such permit shall procced at his or her own risk without
assurance that the permit for the entire building or structure will be granted.

107.5 Permit Validity. The issuance or granting of a permit or approval of plans and calculations shall
not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations. No permit presuming to give authority to violate or
cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations shall be valid, excepl
insofar as the work or use which it authorizes is lawful.

The issuance of a permit based on plans and calculations shall not prevent the building official from
thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans and calculations or from preventing building
operations being carried on there under when in violation of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations,

107.6 Expiration of Permit. Every permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this
Code shall expire automatically by limitation and become null and void one year after the date of the last
required building inspection approval by the building official or if work authorized by such permit is not
commenced within one year from the issuance date of such permit. Before such work can be commenced
or recommenced, a new permit shall be first obtained.

For the purposes of this paragraph, “required building inspection” shall mean those inspections listed in
Section 117.4.2, and those inspections specifically identified on the Job Record issued with the building
permit. No partial inspection shall meet the definition of “required building inspection.”

Supplementary permits for electrical, grading, mechanical, plumbing, and reroof shall not expire so long
as the associated building permit remains active, No clectrical, grading, mechanical, plumbing or reroof
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inspection shall satisfy the requirement to have a required building inspection as defined in this Section,

Where a new building permit is issued to complete work previously started under an expired permit, no
permit fees, except for issuance fees, will be collected provided 1) that no changes have been made or
will be made in the original plans and calculations for such work; 2) the Codes in effect on the issuance
date of the new permit are the same as where in effect on the date the expired permit was issued; and 3)
that the duration of time from the date of expired permit issuance or last required inspection approval,
whichever occurred last, has not exceeded one and one-half years. Permit fees, in addition to issuance
fees, for the remaining work shall be collected for all permits which do not meet the preceding criteria.

All work to be performed under the new permit must be done in accordance with the Building Code in
effect on the date of issuance of the new permit.

107.7 Permit Suspension or Revoeation. The building official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a
permit issued under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances. rules and regulations
whenever the permit was issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or in violation
of any other laws, ordinances or regulations or any of the provisions of this Code.

The building official may also, in writing, withhold inspections, suspend or revoke a permit where work
is being done in violation of this Code, where work is being done in violation of the approved plans,
where work is being concealed without approval from the building official or where work is not in
accordance with the direction of the building official.

107.8 Cancellation of Permit by Applicant. If no portion of the work or construction covered by a
permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations has been commenced, the person to whom such permit has been issued may deliver such
permit to the building official with a request that such permit be cancellcd. Only the person to whom
such permit was issued may request cancellation of the permit. The building official shall thereupon
stamp or write on the face of such permit the words, "Cancelled at the request of the applicant.”
Thereupon such permit shall be null and void and of no effect. All fees except for issuance fees shall be
rcturncd to the applicant,

107.9 Transfer of Permit by Applicant.

107.9.1 No Inspection Performed. When requested in writing by the person to whom the permit was
issued, a permit may be transferred from the person to whom the permit was issued to a new individual.
Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by the building official and new fees shall be paid as
required by ordinance or resolution,

107.9.2 One or More Inspection Performed. Permits may be transferred to any individual upon
completion of a new application. Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by the building
official and new fees shall be paid as required by ordinance or resolution,

107.9.3 Permit Duration Remains Unchanged, Transfer of a permit shall be considered a continuation
of the previous permit when determining the permit’s duration, and shall in no way extend the duration of
the preceding, permit.
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Section 108 is deleted.
Section 109 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 109 USE AND OCCUPANCY

109.1 General. No building, structure or premises, or portion thereof, shall be used or occupied, and no
change in the existing occupancy classification of a building, structure or premises, or portion thereof,
shall be made until the building official has approved the building, structure or premises or portion
thereof for such use or occupancy and until all permits have been approved or a temporary certificate of
completed construction has been issued.

Upon final of a building permit and at the request of the applicant, a certificate of completed construction
shall be issued by the building official for any structure which is ready to occupy,

Approval of a building, structure or premises, or portion thereof, for use or occupancy (including, but not
limited to, final inspection approval and/or issuance of a certificate of completed construction or issuance
of a temporary certificate of completed construction) shall not be construed as approval of a violation of
the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations, Approvals presuming to
give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or
regulations are not valid.

The building official may, in writing, suspend or revoke any such approvals or certificates whenever the
building official determines that the approval or certificate was issued in error, or on the basis of
incorrect information supplied, or when it is determined that the building, structure or premises, or
portion thereof, is in violation of any provision of this Code, relevant laws., ordinances. rules and/or
regulations, Any certificate of completed construction or temporary certificate of completed construction
so issued shall be surrendered upon request of the building official.

109.2 Unpermitted Structures. No person shall own, use, occupy or maintain any unpermitted structure,

109.3 Change in Use, Changes in the character or use of a building shall not be made except as specified
in Section 3406 of this Code.

109.4 Issuance of a Certificate of Completed Construction. When the building, structure or premises,
or portion thereof, has passed final inspection, and when the building, structure or premises complies
with this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, and the required fees have been paid. the
building official, upon request of the applicant, shall issue a certificate of completed construction which
shall contain the following;

1. The building permit number.

2 The address of the building or structure.

3 A description of that portion of the building for which the certificate is issued.

4 A statement that the described portion of the building was inspected and found to comply

with the requirements of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations for
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the group and division of occupancy and the use for which the propesed occupancy is
classified.

5. The date the permit was approved.
Any other information deemed necessary by the building officia!.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

109.5 Issuance of a Temporary Certificate of Completed Construction. If the building official finds
that no substantial hazard will result from occupancy of any building or portion thereof before the same
is completed, the building official may issue a temporary certificate of completed construction for the use
of a portion or portions of a building, structure or premises, prior to the completion of the entire building,
structure or premises, or portion thereof.

Such temporary certificate of completed construction shall be valid for a period of time to be specified by
the building official. Upon request of the owner or permittee the building official may, in writing, extend
the temporary certificate of completed construction when it is determined that the circumstances so
warrant. After the expiration of a temporary certificate of completed construction and any extension(s)
thereof, the building, structure or premises, or portion thereof, shall not be used or occupied until the
building official has approved the building for such use or occupancy.

109.6 Posting. The certificate of completed construction shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the
premises and shall not be removed except by the building official.
EXCEPTION: Group R-3, and Group U Occupancies.

109.6.1 Live Load posted. In new construction, a durable sign that indicates the "live load" shall be
required in commercial or industrial buildings where the floor or roof or portion thereof is or has been
designed with a live load that exceeds 50 psf. The live load sign shall be posted on that part of cach story
or roof to which it applies, in a conspicuous place. The live load sign shall be posted as a condition
precedent to the issuance of a certificate of completed construction certificate. It shall be unlawful to
remove or deface any such sign

109.7 Continued Use of Unpermitted and/or Noncomplying Conditions. When deemed appropriate
by the building official, a certificate of continued use of unpermitted and/or noncomplying condition(s)
may be issued. The certificate shall not be issued until documentation, satisfactory to the building
official, has been provided indicating that 1) the unpermitted and/or noncomplying condition(s) were not
created by the current owner, and 2) that the current owner had no knowledge that the conditions were
unpermitted and/or noncomplying at the time of purchase.

An application shall be completed which states 1) that the continued use of the existing unpermitted
construction and or noncomplying conditions is permitted by the City only with the owner's
understanding that the City in no way assumes responsibility for the method of construction or the
materials used; and 2) that it is further understood that this application for continued use is not to be
construed as being equivalent in any way to 2 building permit.



An inspection shall then be made by the building official. Where neccssary, permits shall be issued to
correct any conditions deemed to pose a potential threat 1o life, limb or property, Once the inspection(s)
have been made; all necessary permits have been obtained, inspected and approved; and all cbvious
potential threats to life, limb or properly have been corrected, the building official may approve the
application for unpermitted construction and or noncomplying condition(s). When approved by the
building official, conditions deemed not to pose an potential threat to life, limb or property may be
permitted to remain.

A new section 114 is added to read;
SECTION 114 FACTORY-BUILT HOUSING

114.1, Plans shall be submitted for plan review for all field built portions of factory-built structures
which clearly describe all work to be done at the site, including connection and/or anchorage of the
factory-built structure to the field built foundation and connection of utilities. Plans shall indicate
compliance with this Code, relevant laws, ordinances; rules and regulations for all work which s to be
done at the site.

A new section 115 is added to read:
SECTION 115 FEES

115.1 Plan review fees shall be equal to 85 percent of the permit fees and permit fees shall be as adopted
by separate resolution and/or ordinance.

The determination of value or valuation under any of the provisions of this code shall be made by the
building official. The valuation to be used in computing the permit and plan check fees shall be the total
value of all construction work for which the permit is issued, as well as all finish work, painting, roofing,
electrical, plumbing, heating, air conditioning, elevators, fire protection systems and any other permanent
work or permanent equipment.

Plan checking fees shall be paid at the time of plan review submittal. In addition to the aforementioned
fees, the building official may require additional charges for review required by changes, additions or
revisions of approved plans or reports, and for services beyond the first and second check due to changes,
omissions or errors the part of the applicant.

Permit fees shall be paid at the time of permit issuance.

A new section 116 is added to read:

116.1 Permit Refunds, In the event that any person shall have obtained a permit and no portion of the
waork or construction covered by such permit shall have been commenced, and such permit shall have
been cancelled as provided for in Section 107.8, the permittee may submit a written request to the
building official requesting a refund of permit fees. Permit fees may be refunded to the permit applicant,
but permit issuance fees shall not. The building official shall satisfy himself or herself as to the right of
such applicant to such refund, and each such refund shall be paid to the permit applicant, provided the
request has been submitted within one year from the date of cancellation or expiration of the permit,

116.2 Plan Check Refunds. No portion of the plan checking fee shall be refunded. unless no review has
been performed, in which case 90 percent of the plan checking fee shall be refunded.
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A new secticn 117 is added to read:
SECTION 117 INSPECTIONS

117.1 General. All construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by
the building official and all such construction or work shall remain accessible and exposed for inspection
purposes until approved by the building official.

In addition to the inspections required to be made by the building official, certain types of construction
shall have continuous inspection as specified in Chapter 17. Special inspections made in accordance with
Chapter 17 shall not relieve the permit applicant of the responsibility to have the work inspected and
approved by the building official.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of any
provision of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations. Inspcctions presuming to ive
authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations
shall not be valid.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and exposed for
inspection purposes. Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed
in the removal or replacement of any material required to allow inspection.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to provide access for the inspector to the area of work. Access
may include, but shall not be limited to, ladders, scaffolding, catwalks and lifts, Tt shall be the duty of the
permit applicant to maintain a safe access path for the inspector to the arca of work. Safety precautions
may include, but shall not be limited to handrails, guardrails and safety harnesses. All components of the
access path shall be securely anchored in place. The building inspector shall have the right to refuse to
make any inspection in an area which does not have an access path deemed safe for usc by said building
inspector. It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to make any necessary improvements to the access
path to allow inspection by the building inspector.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to protect all existing construction from damage caused during
inspection. Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed in the
removal or replacement of any material damaged during the course of inspection.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

117.2 Inspection Requests. It shall be the duty of the permit holder to notify the Building Official that
work authorized by a permit is ready for inspection. The building official may require that every request
for inspection be filed at least one working day before such inspection is desired. Such request may be in
writing or by telephone at the option of the building official.

It shall be the duty of the person requesting any inspection required by this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations to provide access to and means for inspection of such work.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, sce Appendix J,
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117.3 Inspection Record Card. When deemed necessary by the building official, work requiring a
permit shall not be commenced until the applicant has posted or otherwise made available an inspection
record card sc as to allow the building official to conveniently make the required entries thereon
regarding inspection of the work. This card shall continue to be posted or otherwise made available by
the permit holder until final approval of the permit has been granted by the building official.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.
117.4 Work Ready For Inspection.

117.4.1 General, Upon notification from the applicant that the work for which there is a valid permit is
ready for inspection, the building official shall be allowed to make all applicable inspections specified in
this Code, on the inspection record card and any additional inspections required by the building official.

No work shall be approved by the building official which was not completely verified. Partial or spot
inspections shall not be performed by the building official, nor shall partial or spot inspection be used as
a justification for approving any required inspection.

Inspection by a special inspector shall not be made in-licu of any inspections required to be made by the
building official.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

117.4.2 Minimum Inspection Requirements. The following inspections shall not be requested until the
associated requirements have been satisfied.

1. Foundation inspection: Shall not be requested until all trenches are excavated and forms erected,
any required reinforcing steel is in place, and when all materials for the foundation are delivered
to the job. All holdown hardware shall be securely installed in place. Where concrete from a
central mixing plant (commonly termed "transit mixed") is to be used, materials need not be on
the job.
Where any fill more than 8 inches in depth is placed, and/or where required by the building
official or the soils engineer, compaction tests shall be submitted to the building official prior to
requesting inspection,
Where required by the soils engineer, foundation trenching shall be reviewed and approved by
the soils engineer prior to requesting inspection,

2. Concrete slab or under-floor inspection: Shall not be requested until all in-slab or under-floor
building service equipment, conduit, piping accessories and other ancillary equipment items are
in place, but beforc any concrete is poured and/or floor sheathing instalied, including the

subfloor.
3. Floor sheathing inspection: Floor sheathing inspection shall not be requested until all sheathing

is in place; all diaphragm nailing is complete; and all diaphragm ties, chords and/or drag struts
have been installed. No walls shall be erected above the floor sheathing,

4, Roof sheathing inspection: Roof sheathing inspection shall not be requested until all sheathing is
in place; all diaphragm nailing is complete; and all diaphragm ties, chords and/or drag struts have
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been installed. No portion of the roof sheathing shall be covered by crickets or similar
construction,

5. Frame_inspection: Shall not be requested until after the roof, all framing, firc blocking and
bracing are in place and all pipes, chimneys, vents and all rough electrical, plumbing and
mechanica! work are complete. Roof coverings shall not be installed.

6. Lath_ingpection and/or wallboard: Shall not be requested until after all lathing and/or wallboard,
interior and exterior, is in place, but before any plastering is applied or before wallboard joints
and fasteners are taped and finished,

7. Final inspection: Shall not be requested until after finish grading and the building is completed
and is ready for occupancy.

8. Other Inspections: In addition to the inspections specified above, the building official shall be
allowed to make all applicable inspections specified on the INSPECTION RECORD card. The
building official may also make or require any other inspections of any construction work to
ascertain compliance with the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations which are enforced by the building official.

For the purpose of determining compliance with Section 3403.7, the building official may cause any
structure to be reinspected.

For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.
117.5 Provisions for Special Inspection.

117.5.1 When Required. In addition to the inspections required elsewhere in this section, the owner
shall employ one or more special inspectors who shall provide inspections during construction on the
types of work listed under Chapter 17 The special inspector may be employed either directly or through
the architect or engineering firm in charge of the design of the structure, or through an independent
inspection test firm approved by the building official,

EXCEPTION: The building official may waive the requirement for the employment of a spccial
inspector if the construction is of a minor nature.

117.5.2 Identification of Work. When special inspection is required by Section 117.5.1, the architect or
engineer of record shall identify on the plans all work which is required to have special inspection,

Where the special inspection method(s) to be employed are not specified elsewhere in this Code, relevant
laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations, the architect or engineer of record shall prepare an inspection
program which shall be submitted to and approved by the building official prior to building permit
issuance.

The special inspector(s) may be employed by the owner, the engineer or architect of record, or an agent
of the owner, but shall not be employed by the contractor, the contractor's employees, representatives or
agents of the contractor, or any other person performing the work.

21



The architect or engineer of record shall identify, on forms provided by the City, the individual(s) and/or
firm(s) who are to perform any required special inspection, and where an inspection program is required
by this section, shall specify the special inspection duties of the special inspector(s).

117.5.3 Qualifications, Requircments and Duties of the Special Inspector. The specia! inspector shall
be approved by the building official prior to performing any inspection duties. The special inspector shall
complete an application form provided by the City and shall submit documentation satisfactory to the
building official that the special inspector is qualified to make the special inspection(s) for which
application is made. The building official shall have the right to administer a written or verbal
examination as deemed appropriate by the building official to verify that the special inspector is qualified
to perform the inspection duties for which application is made. A special inspector who fails to pass the
examination administered by the building official shall be required to wait a minimum of scven(7) days
before submitting a new application to provide special inspection within the City.

The building official shall not be required to accept any documentation provided by a special inspector
who was not approved by the building official prior to performing inspection duties. Neither the building
official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense cntailed in the removal or replacement of any
material(s) or work installed, constructed or placed under the review of a special inspector who was not
approved by the building official.

Failure to be approved by the building official prior to performing any special inspection duties may be
considered by the building official as a failure to perform properly and shall allow the building official to
refuse to allow the special inspector to perform inspection within the City.

The special inspector shall observe the work assigned for conformance with the approved design
drawings.

The special inspector shall furnish inspection reports to the building official. All observed discrepancies
shall be brought to the immediate attention of the contractor for correction, then if uncorrected. to the
proper design authority and to the building official.

The special inspector shall submit a final signed report stating that the work requiring special inspection
was, to the best of the inspector’s knowledge, in conformance with the approved plans and the applicable
workmanship provisions of this Code.

The building official shall have the right to reject any work performed under the review of a special
inspector where the work performed fails to meet the minimum requirements of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations. Regardless of the information communicated between the permit
applicant and the special inspector, all work shall comply with the approved plans and this Code, relevant
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations,

Upon evidence, satisfactory to the building official, of the failure of a special inspector to perform
properly and effectively the duties of said office, the building official may revoke, suspend or refuse to
allow the special inspector to perform inspection on sites within the City. Prior to such action, the holder
shall be given an opportunity to appear before the building official and be heard.
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117.6 Provisions for Structural Observation. When structural obscrvation is required in accordance
with the requirements of Chapter 17, the engineer or architect of record shall indicate on the plans what
work is required to be observed by the engineer or architect responsible for the structural design, or the
engineer or architect responsible for the structural design shall prepare an inspection program and shall
name the individuals or firms who are to perform structural observation and describe the stages of
construction at which structural observation is 1o occur. The inspection program shall include samples of
inspection reports and provide time limits for the submission of obsecrvation reports. The program shall
be submitted to and approved by the building official prior to building permit issuance.

When required by the engineer or architect responsible for the structural design or the building official,
the owner shall employ the engineer or architect responsible for the structural design, or another engincer
or architect designated by the engineer or architect responsible for the structural design to perform
structural observation as defined in Section 202.

When deemed appropriate by the engineer or architect responsible for the structural design, the owner or
owner‘s representative shall coordinate and call a preconstruction meeting between the engineer or
architect responsible for the structural design, the structural observer, the contractor, the affected
subcontractors and the special inspector(s). The structural observer shall preside over the meeting. The
purpose of the meeting shall be to identify the major structural elements and connections that affect the
vertical and lateral load systems of the structure and to review scheduling of the required observations, A
record of the meeting shall be submitted to the building official.

All observed discrepancies shall be brought to the immediate attention of the engineer or architcct
responsible for the structural design and the contractor for correction; then if unresolved, to the building
official. The structural observer shall submit to the building official a written statement at each
significant construction stage stating that the required site visits have been made and identifying any
reported deficiencies which, to the best of the structural observer’s knowledge, have not been resolved.

The structural observer shall submit a final signed rcport stating that the work requiring structural
observation was, to the best of the observer’s knowledge, in conformance with the approved plans and
the applicable workmanship provisions of this Code.

117.7 Required Approvals. No work shall be done on any part of the building structure or premises
beyond the point indicated in each successive inspection without first obtaining the written approval of
the building official. The building official, upon notification, shall make the requested inspections and
shall either indicate in writing that the work appears to comply as completed, or shall notify the applicant
in writing which portion of the work fails to comply with this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and/or regulations. Any work which does not comply shall be corrected and such work shall not be
covered or concealed until authorized by the building official.

There shall be a final inspection and approval of all work when completed and ready for occupancy.
For additional provisions applicable to grading, see Appendix J.

117.8 Site Requirements. A survey of the lot may be required by the building official to verify
compliance of the structure with the approved plans,
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117.9 Noninspected Work. No person shall own, use, occupy or maintain any structure on which
noninspected work has been performed.

117.10 Utility Release. When deemed appropriate by the building official, gas and electric utilities may
be released. Release of either utility may be done prior to building final for testing and inspection
purposes. The building official shall retain the right to revoke the release of either utility for just cause,
and may have either utility disconnected at the earliest availability of the utility purveyor.

Attempting to occupy prior to issuance of a certificate of completed construction, whether temporary or
final, may be considered as just cause by the building official, and may result in disconnection of the
utilities.

117.11 Authority to Disconnect Electric Utility, The building official is hercby empowered to
disconnect or to order in writing the discontinuance of electric utility service to buildings, structures or
premises, or portions thereof, or wiring, devices or materials installed without permit or found to be a
hazard to life, health and/or property.

The building official shall have the power to disconnect or to order in writing the discontinuance of
electric utility service as a means of preventing, restraining, correcting or abating any violation of this
Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations.

The electrical service shall remain disconnected or clectrical utility service shall remain discontinued
until the Code violation has been abated to thc satisfaction of the building official, or until the
installation of such wiring, devices or materials have been made safe as directed by the building official;
or until a permit has been issued and the work has been inspected and approved by the bui Iding official.

117.12 Authority te Disconnect Gas Utility. The building official is hereby empowered to disconnect
or to order in writing the discontinuance of gas utility service to buildings, structures, premises,
appliances, devices or materials installed without permit or found to be a hazard to life, health and/or

property.

The building official shall have the power to disconnect or to order in writing the discontinuance of gas
utility service as a means of preventing, restraining, correcting or abating any violation of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations

The gas service shall remain disconnected or gas utility service shall remain discontinued until the Code
violation has been abated to the satisfaction of the building official, or until the installation of such
appliances, devices or materials have been made safe as directed by the build ing official; or until a permit
has been issued and the work has been inspected and approved by the building official.

Section 901.2 Fire Protection System Exception is deleted.

Section 903 of the Building Code is deleted in its entirety and replaced with Section 903 of the California
Fire Code as adopted and amended by City of Alhambra Municipal Code Title XIX, Section 19.02 - Fire
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A new Section 3301.3 is added to read:

3301.3 On-Site Fencing During Construction.

3301.3.1 General. A fence shall be provided any time grading, demolition, or construction work
requiring a grading or building permit is performed. The fence shall totally enclose the perimeter of all
property. Locking gates may be provided at any location.

EXCEPTIONS:

1) When approved by the building official, a fence need not enclose residential properly when at
least one dwelling is continuously occupied. Approval not to fence the property may be revoked
in writing by the building official if the property is found to be unoccupied for any length of
time. For the purposes of this exception, continuously occupied is not intended to imply that the
occupants must be continuously present.

2) When approved by the building official, the fence may enclose areas other than the perimeter of
the property.

3301.3.2 Fence Construction. The fence shall be 6 feet in height measured from adjacent grade on the
exterior side of the fence, and constructed from chain link, lumber, masonry or other approved materials.
The fence shall be self-supporting and shall not incorporate structures or fencing on adjacent property
without written approval of the adjacent property owner.

3301.3.3 Duration of Fencing. The fence shall be erected prior to start of any grading, demolition, or

construction work and shall remain in place until the work for which a grading or building permit is

required has been completed.

EXCEPTIONS:

1) All or portions of the fence may be removed daily during construction so long as the property is
continuously occupied, and all portions of the removed fence are replaced prior to the property
being unoccupied.

2) When approved by the building official, the fence may be removed prior to completion of the
grading, demolition, or construction work, if the property is determined by the building official
to no longer provide an unsafe or hazardous condition.

3301.3.4 Failure To Comply. If the property is found unfenced and the building official determines that
an unsafe or hazardous condition exists, the City may take action to correct the noncomplying condition
by providing the required fence. The building official may then issue a notice to stop work until all fees
incurred by the City to properly fence the property have been recovered. If such fees have not been
recovered by the City within 30 days, the City may take action to recover the costs in accordance with the
requirements of this Code.

Section 9903.2 is amended to read:

9903.2 Any unfinished building or structure which has been in the course of construction an
unreasonable period of time, and where the appearance and other conditions of said unfinished building
or structure are such that the unfinished structure substantially detracts from the appearance of the
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W-a,

w-b,

immediate neighborhood or reduces the value of property in the immediate neighborhood, or is otherwise
a nuisance, shall be deemed and hereby is declared a substandard building

For the purposes of this Section, an unreasonable period of time shall be defined as eightecn (18) months
for residential construction or construction located in a Residential Zone, and thirty-six (36) months for
all other construction, For the purpose of the Section, residential construction shall also include detached
garages and similar accessory structures which serve a residential structure or are located within a
Residential Zone.

Section J103.5 is amended in its entirety to read;

J 103.5 Grading Fees. Fees shall be assessed in accordance with the provisions of this section. The
amount of the fees shall be as specified in Section 115 of this code.

J 103.5.1 Plan review Fees, When a plan or other data are required to be submitted, a plan review fee
shall be paid at the time of submitting plans and specifications for review. Separate plan review fees shall
apply to retaining walls or major drainage structures as requires elsewhere in this code. 'or excavation
and fill on the same site, the fec shall be based on the total volume of excavation and fill.

J 103.5.2 Permit Fees. A fee for each grading permit shall be paid to the Building Official at the time of
issuance of the permit. Separate permits and fees shall apply 1o retaining walls or major drainage
structures as required elsewhere in this code.

Section J 103.6 is amended in its entirety to read;

J103.6 Compliance with Zoning Code. The Building Official may refuse to issue a grading permit for
work on a site if either the proposed grading or the proposed land use for the site shown on the grading
plan application does not comply with the provisions of “Planning and Zoning” of the City of Alhambra
Municipal Code.

Section J105.12 is amended in its entirety to read;

J105.12 Completion of work. Upon completion of the rough grading work and at the final completion of
the work, the following reports and drawings and supplements thereto are required for engineered
grading or when professional inspection is otherwise required by the Building Official:

I- A certification by the Field Engincer that to the best of his or her knowledge, the work within
the Field Engineer’s area of responsibility was done in accordance with the final approved
grading plan.

2. A report prepared by the Soils Engineer retained to provide such services

in accordance with Section 1105.4, including locations and clevations of field density Lests,
summaries of field and laboratory tests, other substantiating data, and comments on any changes
made during grading and their effect on the recommendations made in the approved soils
engineering investigation report. The report shall include a certification by the Soils Engincer
that to the best of his or her knowledge, the work

within the Soils Engincer’s area of responsibility is in accordance with the approved Soils
Engineering report and applicable provisions of this chapter. The report shall contain a finding
regarding the safety of the completed grading and any proposed structures against hazard from
landslide, settlement, or slippage.
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3. A report prepared by the Engineering Geologist retained to provide such
services in accordance with Section J105.5, including a final description of the geology of the
site and any new information disclosed during the grading and the effect of such new
information, if any, on the recommendations incorporated in the approved grading plan. The
report shall contain a certification by the Engineering Geologist that, to the
best of his or her knowledge, the work within the Engineering Geologists area of responsibility is
in accordance with the approved engineering geology report and applicable provisions of this
Chapter. The report shall contain a finding regarding the safety of the completed grading and any
proposed structures against hazard from landslide, settlement, or slippage. The report shall
contain a final as-built geologic map and cross-sections depicting all the information colleted
prior to and during grading,

4, The grading contractor shall certify, on a form prescribed by the Building Official that the
grading conforms to the approved plans and specifications

SECTION TWO: Findings of local conditions. The Alhambra City Council hereby finds, determines and
declares that those certain amendments to the State Building Code made by the County of [.os Angeles are
appropriate and necessary to meet local conditions existi8ng in the City of Alhambra, and this Council hereby
further finds, determines and declares that each such change is required for the protection of the public safety and
is reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological conditions,

SECTION THREE: Continuation of existing law. Where they are substantially the same as cxisting law,
the provisions of the City of Alhambra Building Code shall be considered continuations of existing law and shall
not be considered new enactments,

SECTION FOUR: Maintenance and distribution of code. Not less than one copy of the City of Alhambra
Building Code, duly certified by the City Clerk, shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk for
examination and use by the public, Amendments to this code shall be noted by ordinance number on the
appropriate pages of such code of this code and one complete file of amendatory ordinances, indexed for ready
reference, shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk for use and examination by the public. Distribution
or sale of additional copies of this code shall be made as directed by the City Council. In addition, one copy of
said City of Alhambra Building Code may likewise be maintained by the Director of Development Services for
examination and use by the public.

SECTION FIVE:; Catchlines of sections. The catchlines of the several sections of this code printed in
boldface type are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and shall not be deemed or
taken to be titles of such sections; nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be
so deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted.

SECTION SIX: Severability of provisions. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion of this ordinance and/or the code adopted thereby is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional
by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this ordinance. The Alhambra City Council hercby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance
and the code adopted thereby and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof,
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauscs, phrases or portions thereof
may be declared invalid or unconstitutional,
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SECTION SEVEN: Certification and publication, The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this
ordinance and shall cause a summary of same to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation within
the City of Alhambra. And Building Official shall file with the California Building Standards Commission.

Signed and approved this 9th day of December, 2013.

Iy

/wE)bHEN $HAM, Mayor

ATTEST:

sl
W’REN MYLES, Citﬁlerk

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing ordinance was duly passed and adopted by the Athambra
City Council at its regular meeting held on the 9" day of December 2013, by the following vote, 1o wit:

WBN MYLES, €ity Z(e k

——

AYES: MESSINA, PLACIDO, AYALA, SHAM
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: YAMAUCHI
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

CITY OF ALHAMBRA

ORDINANCE NO. O2M13-4628

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on December 9th, 2013, the City Council of the City of Alhambra
adopted, after a public hearing, Ordinance No. 02M13-4628, entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY MODIFYING TITLE 20
THEREOF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 26, BUILDING CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETOQ

The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the County of
Los Angeles which adopted by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2 and Part 10 -
2013 California Building Code and which made amendments, additions, and deletions thercto.
Therefore, Ordinance No. 02M13-4628 amends the Alhambra Municipal Code by repealing thercfrom
Sections 20.05,010 and 20.05.020 and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof,

A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No. Q2M13-4628 is available for review in the Office of
the City Clerk, City of Alhambra, 111 South First Street, Alhambra, California.

[LAUREN MYLES, City Clerk

PUBLISH: December 13, 2013
POST: December 13, 2013
FILE NO, F2M13-52
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ORIGINAR,

ORDINANCE NO. 02M13-4630

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL
AMENDING TEHE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY
MODIFYING TITLE 20 THEREOF ADOPTING BY
REFERENCE THE 2014 L.OS ANGELES COUNTY CODE,
TITLE 27, ELECTRICAL <CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain
ordinance of the County of Los Angeles which adopied by reference California Code of Regulations,
Title 24, Part 3 - 2013 California Electrical Code and which makes amendments, additions and deletions
thereto. Therefore, the Alhambra Municipal Code is hereby amended by repealing Sections 20.09,010
and 20.09.020 from Chapter 20.09 and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof, all to read as follows:

TITLE 20
BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
CHAPTER 20.09
ELECTRICAL CODE

Section 20.09.010  LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE, TITLE 27,
ELECTRICAL CODE

Los Angeles County Electrical Code and Appendices A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H and 1, Title 27, The 2014
Los Angeles County Electrical Code, as amended and in effect on or before January 1, 2014, adopting
the 2013 California Electrical Code, except as otherwise provided in said Title 27, is hereby adopted by
reference pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50022.1 through 50022, 10 of the Government Code of
the State of California as though fully set forth herein, and made a part of the Alhambra Municipal Code
with the same force and effect as though set out herein in full, including all of the regulations, revisions,
conditions and terms contained therein except that those certain sections thereof which are necessary to
meet Jocal conditions as hereinafter set forth in Section 20.09.020 of this Code are hereby repealed,
added or amended to read as set forth in said Section 20,09.020,

Not less than one copy of said Title 27 of the Los Angeles County Electrical Code together with any and

all amendments thereto proposed by the City of Alhambra, has been and is now filed in the office of the
City Clerk, and shall collectively be known as the City of Alhambra Elecirical Code and may be cited as
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Chapter 20.09 of the Alhambra Municipal Code.

Section 20.09.020 ELECTRICAL CODE SECTIONS MODIFIED

Auticles 80 through 84 of Titie 27 of Los Angeles County Code (the 2014 Los Angeles County Electrical
Code) which adopts by reference and amends California Code of Reguiations Title 24, Part 3 (the 2013
California Electrical Code) adopted by reference as the Electrical Code of the City of Alhambra, are
hereby amended, deleted or added as follows:

a.

Section 80-1 is amended in its entirety to read;

SEC. 80-1. Title. Title XX Building and Construction, Chapter 20.09 of the City of Alhambra
Municipal Code shall be known as the Electrical Code of the City of Alhambra, may be cited as
such, and will be referred to herein as “these regulations” or “these standards “or “this Code.”

Section 80-1.5 is deleted.
Section 80-2 is amended in its entirety to read:

SEC. 80-2. Purpose and Intent, The purpose of this Code is to provide minimum standards to
preserve the public peace, health and safety by regulating the design, construction, installation,
quality of materials, location, operation and maintenance of electrical systems, equipment and
appliances as specifically set forth herein. Consistent with this purpose, the provisions of this
Code are intended and always have been intended to confer a benefit on the community as a
whole and are not intended to establish a duty of care toward any particular person.

The Codes adopted by the City shall not be construed to hold the City or any officer, employee or
agent thereof responsible for any damage to persons or property by reason of any inspection
authorized herein or by reason of the issuance or nonissuanee of any permit authorized herein,
and/or for any action or omissien in connection with the application and/or enforcement of this
Code. By adopting the provisions of this Code, the City does not intend to impose on itself, its
employees or agents any mandatory duties of care toward persons and property within its
Jjurisdiction so as to provide a basis of civil liability for damages.

This section is declaratory of existing law and is not to be construed as suggesting that such was
not the purpose and intent of previous Code adoptions,

Section 80-3 is amended in its entirety to read:

SEC, 80-3 Scope. The provisions of this Code shall apply to the erection, alteration, installation,
repair, movement, improvement, removal connection or conversion of any electrical equipment
and/or appliances or any other electrical work regulated by this Code within the City.



Exception: The provisions of this Code shall not apply to public utilities; or to electrical wiring
for street lighting or traffic signals located primarily in a public way; or to mechanical equipment
not, specifically regulated in this Code, The provisions of this Code shall not apply to any
electrical work performed by or for any electrical corporation, telephone corporation, telegraph
corporation, railroad corporation or street railroad corporation on or with any electrical
equipment owned or controlled and operated, or used by and for the exclusive benefit of, such
corporation in the conduit of its business as a public utility, or to any other work which any such
corporation may be entitled by law to perform without payment of any loeal tax; but all
provisions of this Code shall apply insofar as they may consistently with the above be applicable
to all other electrical work performed by or for any such corporation.

The terms "electrical corporation”, “telephone corporation", railroad corporation”, and "street
railroad corporation” are herein used as said terms are respectively defined in the Public Utility
Code of the State of California; and such terms shall also be deemed to include similar utilities
which are municipally or governmentally owned and operated.

‘Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code specify different materials, methods
of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern. Where there is a conflict
between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be
applicable.

In the event any differences in requirements exist between the accessibility requirements of this
Code and the accessibility requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 (also
referred to as the California Building Standards Code), then the California Code of Regulations

shall govern,

Sections 80-4 through 80-7, and 80-10 are deleted.

The following definitions are amended to Section 80-11.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS shall mean the City of Alhambra City Couneil.

BUILDING DIVISION or BUILDING DEPARTMENT shall mean the Building Division of the
City Development Services Department.

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean the Director of Development Services or other designated
authority charged with the administration and enforcement of this Code, or the director's duly
authorized representative,

CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR shall mean the building official.

HOMEOWNER, for the purposes of a permit, is the owner of a single-family residence,
including common accessory and minor pouliry, animal or agricultural buildings where there is



not more than one dwelling unit on the property, The dwelling shall also be occupied by the
owner.

NONINSPECTEDR WORK shall mean any erection, alteration, installation, repair, movement,
improvement, removal, connection or conversion of any electrical equipment and/or appliances
or any other electrical work regulated by this Code within the City without first obtaining
inspection by and approval of the building official.

Section 80-12 is added to read as follows:

SEC. 80-12 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Compliance with Codes. It shall be unlawful for a person to erect, alter, install, repair, move,
improve, remove, connect or convett, or cause the same to be done, contrary to, or in violation
of, any of the provisions of this Code.

Violation. It shall be unlawiful for any person to own, use, occupy or maintain any equipment or
appliance, or cause the same to be done, contrary to, or in violation of, any of the provisions of
this Code.

Penalty. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this Code shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and each such person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each and
every day or portion thereof during which any violation of any of the provisions of this Code is
committed, continued or permitted. Upon conviction of any such violation such person shall be
punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than six months,
or by both such fine and imprisonment. The provisions of this section are in addition to and
independent of any other sanctions, penalties or costs which are or may be imposed for a
violation of any of the provisions of this Code.

Work without Permit. Whenever any work has been commenced without a permit as required
by the provisions of Section 81-2(a), a special investigation shall be made prior to the issuance of
the permit. An investigation fee shall be collected for each permit so investigated. The
investigation fee shall be as specified by ordinance or resolution.

The payment of the investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all other
provisions of this Code or from any penalty prescribed by law,

Noncomplianee Fee, If the building official, in the course of enforcing the provisions of this
Code or any State law, issues an order to a person and that person fails to comply with the order
within 15 days following the due date for compliance stated in the order, including any
extensions thereof, then the building official shall have the authority to collect a noncompliance
izl

The noncompliance fee shall not be imposed unless the order states that a failure to comply
within 15 days after the compliance date specified in the order will result in the fee being
imposed. No more than one such fee shall be collected for failure to comply with an order.

Section 80-13 is added to read as follows:



SEC. 80-13 ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Building Division. There is hereby established a division in the City Development Services
Department to be known and designated as the Building Division.

Powers And Duties of the building official,

General, The building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of
this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations; and to make al! inspections pursuant
to the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations. For such
purposes, the building official shall have the powers of a law enforcement officer.

The building official shall have the power to render interpretations of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations; and to adopt and enforce rules and supplemental regulations in
order to clarify the application of the provisions. Such interpretations, rules and regulations shall
be in conformance with the intent and purpose of this Code.

Guidelines and Policies. The building official is authorized to make and enforce such guidelines
and policies for the safeguarding of life, limb, health or property as may be necessary from time
to time to carry out the purpose of this Code.

Deputies, With the approval of the City Council, the building official may appoint such number
of officers, inspectors and assistants, and other employees as shall be authorized from time to
time, The building official may deputize such employees as may be riecessary to carry out the
functions of the Building Division.

Right of entry.

Whenever it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of or perform
any duty imposed by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations, or whenever
the building official or an authorized representative has reasonable cause to believe that there
exists in any building, structure or upon any premises any condition which makes such building,
structure or premises hazardous, unsafe or dangerous for any reason specified in this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, the building official or an authorized
representative is hereby authorized to enter such premises at any reasonable time and to inspect
the same and perform any duty imposed upon the building official by this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations, provided that (1) if such premises is occupied, the building
official shall first present proper credentials to the occupant and request entry explaining the
reasons therefore and (2) if such premises is unoccupied, the building official shall first make a
reasonable cffort to locate the owner or other persons having charge or control of the premises
and request entry, explaining the reasons therefore. If such entry cannot be obtained because the
owner or other person having charge or control of the premises cannot be found after due
diligence or if entry is refused, the building official or an authorized representative shall have
recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure lawful entry and inspect the premises.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the building official or an authorized representative has

reasonable cause to believe that the building, structure or premises is so hazardous, unsafe or

dangerous as to require immediate inspection to safeguard the public health or safety, the

building official shall have the right to immediately enter and inspect such premises and may use
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any reasonable means required to effect such entry and make such inspection, whether such
premises is oceupied or unoccupied and whether or not permission to inspect has been obtained.
If the premises is occupied, the building official shall first present credentials to the occupant and
demand entry, explaining the reasons therefore and the purpose of the inspection.

No person shall fail or refuse, after proper demand has been made upon such person as provided
in this section, to promptly permit the building official or an authorized representative to make
any inspection provided for by this Code, Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and subject fo the same penalties prescribed in Section 80-12(c).

Stop Work Orders, Whenever any electrical work is being done contrary to the provisions of
this Code, or other perfinent laws or ordinances implemented through the enforcement of this
Code, the building official may order the work stopped by notice in writing served on any
persons engaged in the doing or causing such work to be done, and any such persons shall
forthwith stop such work until authorized by the building official to proceed with the work.

Use violations, Whenever any equipment or appliance or portion thereof is being used contrary
to the provisions of this Code, the building official may order such use discontinued, Such person
shall immediately discontinue the use. The use shall remain discontinued until the noncomplying
condition has been corrected, and inspection and approval has been obtained from the building
official, Permits shall be issued where required by this Code.

Existing Equipment and Appliances. Existing equipment and/or appliances lawfully installed
prior to the effective date of this Code may have their existing use, maintenance or repair
continued if the use, maintenance or repair is in accordance with the original design and location
and is not a hazard to life, health, or property.

Dangerous Construction, Equipment and Appliances. Whenever it is brought to the attention
of the building official that any construction or equipment regulated by this Code is dangerous,
unsafe, or a menace to life, health or property or is in violation of this Code, the building official
shall have the authority to make an investigation. The building official shall have the authority to
order any person, firm or corporation using or maintaining any such condition or responsible for
the use or maintenance thereof to discontinue the use of or maintenance thereof or to repair, alter
change remove or demolish same, as he, in histher discretion may consider necessary for the
protection of life, health or property.

Modifications, Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions
of this Code, the building official may grant modifications for individual cases, provided the
building official shall first find that a special individual reason makes the strict letter of this
Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations impractical and that the modification is in
conformity with the spirit and purpose of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations and that such modification does not lessen any fire protection or other life safety
related requirements or any degree of structural integrity. The details of any action granting
modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of the City.



A written application for the granting of such modifications shall be submitted together with a
filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance.

Alternate materials, design and methods of construction. The provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations are not intended to prevent the use of any
material, design or method of construction not specifically preseribed by this Code, provided any
such alternate has been approved.

The building official may approve any such alternate, provided that he or she finds that the
proposed design is satisfactory and finds that the material, method or work offered is, for the
purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability,
safety and sanitation.

The building official shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate
any claims that may be made regarding its use.

A written application for use of an alternate material or method of construction shall be
submitted together with a filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance

Tests. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations or evidence that any equipment, appliance,
material or any construction does not conform to the requirements of this Code, or in order to
substantiate claims for alternate materials or methods of construction, the building official may
require tests as proof of compliance to be made by an approved agency at the expense of the
owner or the owner's agent.

Test methods shall be as specified by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations
for the material in question. If there are no appropriate test methods specified in this Code, the
building official shall determine the test procedure.

Cooperation of other officials, The building official may request, and shall receive, so far as
may be necessary in the discharge of his or her duties, the assistance and cooperation of other
officials of the City.

Serviee. Whenever this chapter requires a notice to be served by personal service or by registered
or certified mail, it shall be deemed a reasonable effort has been made to serve such notice when
registered or certified letters have been mailed to the address of the interested party(s) as shown
on the official record and on the record of the County Assessor. When an address is not so listed
or contact cannot be made at the listed address, the service shall be by posting a copy of the
notice on the building or structure or at the premises.

Section 80-14 is added to read as follows:

SEC. 80-14 Amendments to Ordinances. Whenever any reference is made to any other
ordinance, such reference shall be deerned to include all future amendments thereto.

Section 80-15 is added to read as follows:



SEC. 80-15 Appeals Boards,

Technical Interpretations Appeals Board. When a request for an alternate material has been
proposed by an applicant and denied by the building official, the applicant may appeal the
building official's decision to the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board no later than 60 days
from the date of the action being appealed from

The board shall consist of five members who are qualified by experierice and iraining to pass
upon matters pertaining to eleelrical construetion. Two members shall be practicing electrical
engineers, two shall be competent electrical contractors, one a lawyer, each of whom shall have
had at least 10 years experience in electrical design and/or construction or as a lawyer. The
building official shall be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to the board, The
members of the board of appeals shall be appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at
its pleasure. The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its
investigations. The board shall establish that the approval for alternate materials and the
modifications granted for individual cases are in conformity with the intent and purpose of this
Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations and that such alternate material,
modification or method of work offered is at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance,
durability, safety and sanitation and does not lessen any fire-protection requirements or any
degree of structural integrity, The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to
the building official with a duplicate copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend to the
City Council such new legislation as is consistent therewith.

Accessibility Appeals Board. In order to conduct the hearings on written appeals regarding
action taken by the building official concerning accessibility and to ratify certain exempting
actions of the building official in enforcing the accessibility requirements of the California Code
of Regulations, Title 24 (also know as the California Building Standards Code), and to serve as
an advisor to the building official on disabled access matters; there shall be an accessibility
appeals board consisting of five members. Two members of the appeals board shall be physically
disabled persons, two members shall be persons experienced in construction, and one member
shall be a public member. The building official shall be an ex officio member and shall act as
secretary to the board. The members of the accessibility appeals board shall be appointed by the
City Council and shall hold office at its pleasure, The board shall adopt reasonable rules and
regulations for conducting its actions. The board shall establish that the access matter under
review is in conformity with the intent and purpose of California Code of Regulations, Title 24,
and this Code. The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to the building
official with a duplicate copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend to the City Council
such new legislation as is consistent therewith,

The appeals board may approve or disapprove interpretations and enforcement actions taken by
the building official. All such approvals or disapprovals for privately funded construction shall
be final and conclusive as to the building official in the absence of fraud or prejudicial abuse of
discretion.




k.

Limitations of Authority. Neither the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board ner the
Accessibility Appeals Board shall have authority relative to interpretation of the administrative
portions of this Code, nor shall the board be empowered to waive requirements of this Code.
Appeals Board Fees. A filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance shall be
paid to the buiiding official whenever g person requests a hearing or a rehearing before the
appeals boards provided for in this section.

All requests to appeal determinations, orders or actions of the building official or to seek
modifications of previous orders of the appeals boards shall be presented in writing.

Article 81 is amended in its entirety to read;

ARTICLE 81 ELECTRICAL PLAN AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

SEC. 81-1 Plan Check Requirements.

General. When required by the building official to verify compliance with this Code, relevant
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations; plans and, when deemed necessary by the building
official, calculations, and other required data shall be submitted for plan review. The building
official may require plans and calculations to be prepared by an engineer registered by the State
to practice as such, Only after the plans have been approved may the applicant apply for an
electrical permit for such work. The building official may also require such plans be reviewed by
other departments and/or divisions of the City to verify compliance with the laws and ordinances
under their jurisdiction.

Engineer of Record. When it is required that documents be prepared by an engineer, the
building official may require the owner to designate on the permit application an engineer who
shall act as the engineer of record, If the circumstances require, the owner may designate a
substitute engineer of record who shall perform all of the duties required of the original engineer
of record. The building official shall be notified in writing by the owner if the engineer of record
is changed or is unable to continue to perform the duties,

The engineer of record shall be responsible for reviewing and coordinating all submittal
documents prepared by others, including deferred submittal items, for compatibility with the
design of the building.

Plan Check Required. Separate Electrical Code plan review is required for any of the following:
(1)  To vexify compliance with State energy requirements when such information is not shown
completely on the building plans;
(2)  Any installation of any equipment rated at 400 amperes or larger;
(3)  Any installation of a subpanel, switchboard or motor control center having a rating of 400
amperes or larger;
4) Any installation of a motor rated more than 10 HP;
(5)  Any installation of a transformer, generator, uninteruptable power supply (UPS), phase
converter, capacitor, rectifier or other separately derived system;
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(6)  Any installation of a storage batteries;

(7)  Any installation of equipment rated above 600V;

(8)  All motion picture theaters;

(9  Assembly rooms having an occupant load exceeding 500 occupants;

(10)  All gas stations, repair garages and similar locations classified as Hazardous in Chapter 5
of this Code;

(11)  Spray booths;

(12)  Installation of lighting fixtures weighing more than 300 pounds,

(13)  Installation of any illuminated sign.

(14)  Any installation in a building of Type I-A, Type II-A , Type III-A, Type IV or Type V-A
fire-resistive construction where penetrations are required of fire-resistive walls, floors or
ceilings.

Plans, calculations, reports or documents for work regulated by this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations shall bear the seal, signature and number of an electrical
engineer when required by the California Business and Professions Code. A seal and number
shall not be required for work authorized by the said article to be performed by a person not
registered or certified as an engineer or architect,

Information Required on Electrical Plans. Plans shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper
or other material suitable to the building official shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the
nature and scope of the work proposed, and shall show in detail that the proposed construction
will conform to the provisions of this Code and all relevant -laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations.

The first sheet of each set of plans shall give the street address of the proposed work and the
name, address and telephone number of the owner and all persons who were invelved in the
design and preparation of the plans,

Where the scope of the proposed work involves the following, unless otherwise approved by the
building official, the electrical plans shall indicate the following:

(1) A complete floor plan showing the location of the proposed service and all proposed
subpanels, switchboards, panelboards and/or motor control centers. All required working space
dimensions shall also be indicated where required by the building official;

(2) A complete plan showing the layout, conductor size and insulation type for all proposed
electric wiring in all parts of the building or structure;

(3)  Alegend of all symbols used and a list of all abbreviations used;

(4) A complete single line diagram with complete system grounding, water pipe bonding and
other metal pipe bonding as required by the building official;

(5)  The location of all proposed outlet boxes for switches, lights, receptacles and similar
devices in all parts of the building or structure;

10



(6)  The location, voltage and waitage or ampere rating for each noninductive piece of
equipinent;

(7)  The location, voltage and wattage or ampere rating for each transformers, capacitor,
ballast, converter, frequency changer and/or similar equipment;

(8)  The location, voltage and horsepower rating for all motors, generators and similar
equipment;

(9)  The horsepower rating for all disconnects protecting more than one motor or protecting
any piece of HYAC equipment containing more than one motor;

(10)  Panel schedules for all proposed subpanels and similar equipment;

(11)  Lighting fixture schedule;

(12)  Any other information requested by the building official.

Plans for buildings more than two stories in height of other than Group R-3 and Group U
Occupancies shall indicate how required fire-resistive integrity will be maintained where a
penetration will be made for electrical and communication conduits, pipes and similar systems.
When deemed necessary by the building official, the first sheet of each set of plans shall indicate
the building Type of Construction as defined in the City of Alhambra Building Code and the
Electrical Code in effect on the date of plan check submittal.

Deferred submittals. For the purposes of this section, deferred submittals are defined as those
portions of the design ‘which are not submitted at the time of the application and which are to be
submitted to the building official within a specified period.

Deferral of any submittal iterhs shall have prior approval of the building official. The engineer of
record shall list the deferred submittals on the plans and shall submit the deferred submittal
documents for review by the building official.

Submittal documents for deferred submittal items shall be submitted to the engineer of record
who shall review them and forward them to the building official with a notation indicating that
the deferred submittal documents have been reviewed and that they have been found to be in
general conformance with the intended design. The deferred submittal items shall not be installed
until their design and submittal documents have been approved by the building official,

Expiration of Plan Check Applications. Plan check applications for which no permit is issued
within one year following the date of application shall expire by limitation and become null and
void, Plans and calculations previously submitted may thereafter be destroyed by the building
official.

When requested in writing by the applicant prior to or not more than 90 days after the expiration
of the plan check application, the building official may extend the time for action by the
applicant. The time for action by the applicant shall not be extended beyond the effective date of
a more curtent Code, Additional hourly fees for plan review shall also be paid to the building
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official for enforcement of any requirements which were subsequently amended to the Code in
effect at the time of application,

Once an application and any extension thereof has expired, the applicant shall resubmit plans and
calculations and pay a new application fee.

Retention of Plans. One set of approved plans, calculations and reports shall be retained by the
building official. Except as required by Section 19850 of the Health and Safety Code, the
building official shall retain such set of the approved plans, calculations and reports for a period
of not less than 90 days from date of completion of the work covered therein.

SEC. 81-2 Electrical Permit Requirements,
Electrical Permit Required. No person shall erect, alter, install, repair, movce, improve, remove,
connect or convert, or cause the same to be done, any ¢lectrical equipment without first obtaining
an electrical permit from the building official,

The issuance of a permit without first requiring a plan review shall not prevent the building
official from requesting plans deemed necessary to verify that the work performed under said
permit complies with this Code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations,

Work Exempted From Electrieal Permit. An Electrical Permit shall not be required for the
following:

(1)  Minor repair work such as the replacement of lamps, switches, receptacle devices and
sockets which were previously permitted and inspected under a valid electrical permit;

(2)  Connection of portable generators, portable motors, appliances, tools, power outlets and
other portable equipment connected by means of a cord or cable having an attachment plug to a
permanently installed receptacle which. was previously permitted and inspected under a valid
electrical permit;

(3)  Repair or replacement of overcurrent devices;

(4)  The wiring for temporary theater, motion picture or television stage sets;

(5) The repair or replacement of ground, slab, floor or roof mounted fixed motors or
appliances of the same type and rating in the same location and which were previously permitted
and inspected under a valid electrical permit. Note: Suspended or wall mounted equipment may
be exempted from electrical permit requirements only after documentation has been submitted to
and reviewed by the building official for adequate seismic anchorage. Separate building permit(s)
may be required;

(6)  That portion of electrical wiring, devices, appliances, apparatus, or equipment operating
at less than 25 volts and not capable of supplying more than 50 watts of energy;

(7)  That portion of telephone, intercom, sound, alarm, control, communication and/or signal
wiring that is not an integral part of an appliance, and which operates at 30 volts or less. Note:
Separate permit may be required from the Fire Department;
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(8)  Temporary decorative lighting which is not installed for more than 90 days;

(9)  The installation of temporary wiring for testing or experimental purposes within suitable
facilities specifically approved by the building official for such use.

Exemption from the permit requirements of this Code shgll not be deemed to grant authorization
for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of other laws or ordinances.

Permit Applicant Requiréments, A permit shall only be issued to a licensed contractor.

Exception; A permit may be issued to 8 HOMEOWNER (See section 80-11 for definition of a
homeowner)

Application for Permit. To obtain a permit, the applicant shall first file an application therefore
in writing on a form furnished by the City for that purpose. Each such application shall:

(1) Identify and describe the work to be covered by the permit for which application is made.
(2)  Describe the land on which the proposed werk is to be done by lot, block, tract, street
address, or similar description that will readily identify and definitely locate the proposed
building or work.

(3)  Be accompanied by plans and calculations as required in Section 81-1.

(4)  Give such other information as reasonably may be required by the building official.

Issuance. The building official shall issue a permit to the applicant for the work described in the
application and plans filed therewith when the building official is satisfied that all of the
following items comply:

(1)  The work described conforms to the requirements of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances,
rules and regulations,

(2)  The fees specified by resolution or ordinance have been paid.

(3)  The applicant has obtained a permit pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 30600 et
seq., if such a permit is required.

Building Official may refuse to issue a permit for temporary or permanent service when there is
no apparent legally permitted use for the service. In determining whether a proposed use legally
permitted, the Building Official may consider not just the provisions of the Electrical Code but
all applicable statutes, ordinances, rules and regulations.

When the building official issues the permit, the building official shall endorse in writing or
stamp on both sets of plans "REVIEWED FOR SUBSTANTIAL COMPLIANCE ONLY". Such
stamped plans shall not be changed, modified or altered without authorization from the building
official, and all work shall be done in accordance with the Code in effect at the time of permit
issuance regardless of the information presented on the plans. The approval of the plans shall not
be held to permit or to be an approval of any violation of any Federal, State, County, or City laws
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or ordinances. The issuance of a permit shall not be deemed to certify that the site of the
described work is safe.

One set of approved plans and reports shall be returned to the applicant to be kept on such
building or work site at all times while the authorized work is in progress.

Permit Validity. The issuance or granting of a permit or approval of plans and calculations shall
not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of
this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations. No permit presuming to give
authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations shall be valid, except insofar as the work or use which it authorizes is lawful.

The issuance of a permit based on plans and calculations shall not prevent the building official
from thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans and calculations or from
preventing building operations being carried on thereunder when in violation of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

Expiration of Permit. Every permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this
Code shall expire automatically by limitation and become null and void one year after the date of
the last required electrical inspection approval by the building official or if work authorized by
such permit is not commenced within one year from the issuance date of such permit. Before
such work can be commenced or reecommenced, a new permit shall be first obtained,

Supplementary electrical permits shall not expire so long as the associated building permit
remains active.

No permit fees, except for issuance fees, shall be collected provided 1) that no changes have been
made or will be made in the original plans and calculations for such work; 2) the Codes in effect
on the date of the new permit are the same as for the expired permit; and 3) that the duration of
such failure to commence, suspension or abandonment has not exceeded one and one-half years.
Permit fees, in addition to issuance fees, for the remaining work shall be collected for all permits
which do not meet the preceding criteria.

All work to be performed under the new permit must be done in accordance with the Building
Code in effect on the date of issuance of the new permit.

Permit Suspension or Revocation, The building official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a
permit issued under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations
whenever the permit is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or in
violation of any ordinance or regulation or any of the provisions of this Code.

The building official may also, in writing, withhold inspections, suspend or revoke a permit
where work is being done in violation of this Code, where work is being done in violation of the



approved plans, where work is being concealed without approval fiom the building official or
where work is not in accordance with the direction of the building official.

Cancellation of Permit by Applicant. If no portion of the work or construction covered by a
permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations has been commenced, the person to whom such permit has been
issued may deliver such permit to the building official with a request that such permit be
cancelled. Only the person to whom such permit was issued can request cancellation of a permit.
The building official shall thereupon stamp or write on the face of such permit the words,
"Cancelled at the request of the applicant." Thereupon such permit shall be null and void and of
no effect.

Transfer of Permit by Applicant.

1 No Inspection Performed. When requested in writing by the person to whom the permit
was issued, a permit may be transferred fiom the person to whom the permit was issued
to a new individual. Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by the building
official and new fees shall be paid as required by ordinance or resolution,

2) One or More Inspection Performed. Permits may be transferred to any individual upon
completion of a new application. Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by
the building official and new fees shall be paid as required by ordinance or resolution.

€)] Permit Duration. Transfer of a permit shall be considered a continuation of the previous
permit when determining the permit duration, and shall not extend the duration of the
existing permit.

SEC. 81-3 Fees. All plan review and permit fees shall be as adopted by separate resolution
and/or ordinance,
Plan cheeking fees shall be paid at the time of plan review submittal. Permit fees shall be paid at
the time of permit issuance.
SEC. 81-4 Permit Refunds. In the event that any person shall have obtained a permit and no
portion of the work or construction covered by such permit shall have been commenced, and
such permit shall have been cancelled as provided for in Section 81-2(i), the permittee may
submit a written request to the building official requesting a refund of permit fees. Permit fees
may be refunded to the permit applicant, but permit issuance fees shall not. The building official
shall satisfy himself or herself as to the right of such applicant to such refund, and each such
refund shall be paid to the permit applicant, provided the request has been submitted within one
year from the date of cancellation or expiration of the permit.

SEC. 81-5. Plan Check Refunds. No portion of the plan checking fee shall be refunded, unless
no review has been performed, in which case 90 percent of the plan checking fee shall be
refunded.



Article 82 is amended in its entirety to read:

ARTICLE 82 INSPECTIONS.

SEC. 82-1 General. All new electrical work for which a permit is required shall be subject to
inspection by the building official and all such work shall remain accessible and exposed for
inspection purposes until approved by the building official. All new electrical work, and such
portions of existing systems as may be affected by new work, or any changes, shall be inspected
by the building official to insure compliance with all the requirements of this Code, relevant
laws, ordinances, rules or regulations,

No work shall be approved by the building official which was not completely verified. Partial or
spot inspections shall not be performed by the building official, nor shall partial or spot
inspection be used as a justification for approving any required inspection.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of
any provision of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations. Inspections presuming
to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations shall not be valid.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and exposed for
inspection purposes. Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense
entailed in the removal or replacement of any material required to allow inspection.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to provide access for the inspector to the area of work.
Access may include, but shall not be limited to, ladders, scaffolding, catwalks and lifts. It shall be
the duty of the permit applicant fo maintain a safe access path for the inspector to the area of
work. Safety precautions may include, but shall not be limited to handrails, guardrails and safety
hamesses, All components of the access path shall be securely anchored in place. The building
inspector shall bave the right to refuse to make any inspection in an area which does not have an
access path deemed safe for use by said building inspector. It shall be the duty of the permit
applicant to make any necessary improvements to the access path to allow inspection by the
building inspector. '

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to protect all existing construction from damage
caused during inspection. Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for
expense entailed in the removal or replacement of any material damaged during the course of
inspection.

SEC. 82-2 Inspection Requests. It shall be the duty of the person doing the work authorized by
a permit to notify the building official that such work is ready for inspection. The building
official may require that every request for inspection be filed at least one working day before
such inspection is desired. Such request may be in writing or by telephone at the option of the
building official,
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It shall be the duty of the person requesting any inspection required by this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations to provide access to and means for inspection of such work.

SEC. 82-3 Special Inspections. Special inspections may be required by the building official on
work involving special hazards or conditions and on work requiring extensive, unusual or
constant inspection. Special inspections, when necessary, shall be accornplished by the means set
forth in the City of Alhambra Building Code,

SEC. 82-4 Required Approvals. No work shall be done beyond the point indicated in each
successive inspection without first obtaining the written approval of the building official. The
building official, upon notification, shall make the requested inspections and shall either indicate
in writing that the work appesars to comply as completed, or shall notify the applicant in writing
which portion of the work fails to comply with this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or
regulations. Any work which does not comply shall be corrected and such work shall not be
covered or concealed until authorized by the building official.

There shall be a final inspection and approval of all work when completed and ready for
occupancy.

SEC. 82-5 Electrical Utility Release. When deemed appropriate by the building official, electric
utilities may be released. Release of electric utility may be done prior to building final for testing
and inspection purposes. The building official shall retain the right to revoke the release of
electric utility for just cause, and may have the utility disconnected at the earliest availability of

the utility purveyor.

Attempting to occupy prior to issuance of a certificate of completed construction, whether
tempotary or final, may be considered as just cause by the building official, and may result in
disconnection of the utilities.

It shall be unlawful to energize or causé or permit to be énergized any electrical wiring coming
under the provisions of this Code, until such electrical wiring shall have been inspected and
approved by the building official. Provided, however, that temporary permission may be given to
furnish electric current to, or the use of électric current through any electrical wiring for a length
of time not exceeding 30 days, or other reasonable period if it appears to the building official that
such electrical wiring may be used safely for such purpose, and that there exists an urgent
necessity for such use.

SEC. 82-6 Authority to Disconnect Electric Utility, The building official is hereby empowered
to disconnect or to order in writing the discontinuance of electric utility service to buildings,
structures or premises, or portions thereof, or wiring, devices or materials installed without
permit or found to be a hazard to life, health and/or property.




The building official shall have the power to disconnect or to order in writing the discontinuance
of electric utility service as a means of preventing, restraining, correcting or abating any violation
of this Cede, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations

The elecirical service shall remain disconnected or electrical utility service shall remain
discontinued unti]l the Code violation has been abated to the satisfaction of the building official,
or until the installation of such wiring devices or materials has been made safe as directed by the
building official; or until a permit has been issued and the work has been inspected and approved
by the building official.

m, Section 83-7 is amended in its entirety to read:

SEC. 83-7 Electrical Testing Certification. Electrical testing certifications intended to meet the
listing and labeling requirements of this Code will be accepted as complying with the
requirements of this Code only when such certifications have been issued by either the City of
Los Angeles or the County of Los Angeles.

n Section 83-8 is deleted.

0. Article 84 is deleted.

SECTION TWO: Findings of local conditions, The Alhambra City Council hereby finds, determines
and declares that those certain amendments to the State Electrical Code made by the County of Los
Angeles are appropriate and necessary to meet local conditions existing in the City of Alhambra, and this
Council hereby further finds, determines and declares that each such change is required for the
protection of the public safety and is reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological or
topographical conditions.

SECTION THREE: Continuation of existing law. Where they are substantially the same as existing
law, the provisions of the City of Alhambra Electrical Code shall be considered continuations of existing
law and shall not be considered new enactments.

SECTION FOUR: Maintenance and distribution of code, Not less than one copy of the City of
Alhambra Electrical Code, duly certified by the City Clerk, shall be kept on file in the office of the City
Clerk for examination and use by the public, Amendmerits to this code shall be noted by ordinance
number on the appropriate pages of such code of this code and one complete file of amendatory .
ordinances, indexed for ready reference, shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk for use and
examination by the public. Distribution or sale of additional copies of this code shall be made as
directed by the City Council. In addition, one copy of said City of Alhambra Electrical Code may
likewise be maintained by the Director of Development Services for examination and use by the public.
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SECTION FIVE:  Catchlines of sections, The catchlines of the several sections of this code printed
in boldface type are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and shall not be
deemed or taken to be titles of such sections; nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so
provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or
reenacted.

SECTION SIX: Severability of provisions. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion of this ordinance and/or the code adopted thereby is for any reason held to be invalid or
unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Alhambra City Council hereby declares that it
would have adopted this ordinance and the code adopted thereby and each section, subsection, sentence,
clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections,
sentences, clauses, phrases or portions thereof may be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION SEVEN: Certification and publication, The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this

ordinance and shall cause a summary of same to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation within
the City of Athambra. And Building Official shall file with the California Buiilding Standards Commission.

Signed and approved this 9" day of Dgcember, 2013.

?M I V‘U*m

/ S’Y‘E‘PHBN SHA.M Mayor

ATTEST:
s ot "
L {% ]; .":' o 8
P \,."U( fl f i g:,/_,v
LAUREN MYL‘ES Cw& Clerk
£
L/ /]
# i /

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing ordinance was duly passed and adopted by the Alhambra
City Council at its regular meeting held on the 9" day of December, 2013 by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: MESSINA, PLACIDO, AYAIA, SHAM

£
ABSENT; YAMAUCHI V1A // :
/')( L //f il ! e

LAUREN MYLES, Chy c1e’j<

i ,"
{7 |3
.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE
CITY OF ALHAMBRA

ORDINANCE NO. 02M13-4630

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on December 9™ 2013, the City Council of the City of
Alhambra adopted, after a public hearing, Ordinance No 02M13-4630, entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL
AMENDING THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY
MODIFYING TITLE 20 THEREOF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE
THE 2014 LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE, TITLE 27,
ELECTRICAL CODE, WITH CERTAIN AMENDMENTS,
ADDITIONS AND DELETYIONS THERETO

The ‘purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the
County of Los Angeles which adopted by reference California Code or Regulations, Title 24, Part 3
- 2013 California Electrical Code and which made amendments, additions, and deletions thereto.
Therefore, Ordinance No, 02M13-4630 amends the Alhambra Municipal Code by repealing
therefrom Sections 20.09.010 and 20.09.020 and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof,

A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No, 02M13-4630 Is available for review in the
Office of the City Clerk, City of Alhambra, 111 South First Street, Alhambra, California.

LAUREN MYLES, City Clerk

PUBLISH: December 13,2013
POST: December 13, 2013
FILE NO. F2M13-52
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ORDINANCE NO, 02M13-4632

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY MODIFYING TITLE 20
THEREQF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 28, PLUMBING CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the
County of Los Angeles which adopts by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 5 - 2013
California Plumbing Code and which makes amendments, additions and deletions thereto. Therefore, the
Alhambra Municipal Code is hereby amended by repealing from Chapter 20.11 Sections 20.11,010 and 20.11.020
and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof, all to read as follows:

TITLE 20
BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
CHAPTER 20.11
PLUMBING CODE
Section 20.11.010 LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE, TITLE 28, PLUMBING CODE

Los Angeles County Plumbing Code and Appendices A.B, D, H, I and J, Title 28, the 2014 Los Angeles County
Plumbing Code, as amended and in effect on or before January 1, 2014, adopting the 2013 California Plumbing
Code, is hereby adopted by reference pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50022.1 through 50022.10 of the
Government Code of the State of California as though fully set forth herein, and made a part of the Alhambra
Municipal Code with the same force and effect as though set out herein in full, including all of the regulations,
revisions, conditions and terms contained therein except that those certain sections thereof which are necessary 1o
meet local conditions as hereinafier set forth in Seetion 20.11.020 of this Code are hereby repealed, added or
amended to read as set forth therein.

Not less than one copy of said Title 28 of the Los Angeles County Plumbing Code together with any and all
amendments thereto proposed by the City of Alhambra, has been and is now filed in the office of the
Development Services and shall be remain on file with Building Official, and shall collectively be known as the
City of Alhambra Plumbing Code and may be cited as Chapter 20.11 of the Alhambra Municipal Code.

Section 20.11.020 PLUMBING CODE SECTIONS MODIFIED

Chapter | of Title 28 of the Los Angeles County Code (the 2014 Los Angeles County Plumbing Code) which
adopts by reference and amends California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part S (the 2013 California Plumbing
Code) adopted by reference as the Plumbing Code of the City of Alhambra, are hereby amended, deleted or added
as follows:

a. Section 100 is deleted.



Section 101.1 is amended in its entirety to read:

Section 101.1 TITLE, Title XX Building and Construction, Chapter 20.11 of the City of Alhambra
Municipal Code shall be known as the Plumbing Code of the City of Alhambra, may be cited as such, and
will be referred to herein as “these regulations” or “these standards “or “this Code.”

Section 101.2 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 101.2 PURPOSE AND INTENT. The purpose of this Code is to provide minimum standards
to preserve the public peace, health and safety by regulating the design, construction, installation, quality
of materials, location, operation and maintenance of equipment and appliances as specifically set forth
herein. Consistent with this purpose, the provisions of this Code are intended and always have been
intended to confer a benefit on the community as a whole and are not intended (o establish a duty of care
toward any particular person,

The Codes adopted by the City shall not be construed to hold the City or any officer, employee or agent
thereof responsible for any damage to persons or property by reason of any inspection authorized herein
or by reason of the issuance or nonissuance of any permit authorized herein, and/or for any action or
omission in connection with the application and/or enforcement of this Code. By adopting the provisions
of this Code, the City does not intend to impose on itself, its employees or agents any mandatory duties of
care toward persons and property within its jurisdiction so as to provide a basis of civil liability for
damages.

This section is declaratory of existing law and is not to be construed as suggesting that such was not the
purpose and intent of previous Code adoptions.

Scction 101.3 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 101.3 SCOPE. The provisions of this Code shall apply to the erection, alteration, installation,
repair, movement, improvement, removal connection or conversion of any plumbing equipment and/or
appliances or any other plumbing work regulated by this Code within the City.

Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code specify different materials, methods of
construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern. Where there is a conflict between a
general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be applicable,

In the event any differences in requirements exist between the accessibility requirements of this Code and

the accessibility requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 (also referred to as the
California Building Standards Code), then the California Code of Regulations shall govern,

Where the requirements of this Code conflict with the requirements of Mechanical Code of the
City of Alhambra, this Code shall prevail.

Section 101.4 is amended in its entirety to read:




SECTION 101.4 VIOLATICGNS AND PENALTIES

101.4.1 Compliance with Codes. It shall be unlawful for a person to erect, alter, install, repair, move,
improve, remove, connect or convert, or cause the same to be done, contrary to, or in violation of| any of
the provisions of this Code.

101.4.2 Violation. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, use, occupy or maintain any equipment or
appliance, or cause the same to be done, contrary 1o, or in violation of|, any of the provisions of this Code.

101.4.3 Penalty, Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this Code shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and each such person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each and every day
or portion thereof during which any violation of any of the provisions of this Code is committed,
continued or permitted. Upon conviction of any such violation such person shall be punishable by a fine
of not more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or by both such fine and
imprisonment. The provisions of this section are in addition to and independent of any other sanctions,
penalties or costs which are or may be impesed for a violation of any of the provisions of this Code.

101.4.4 Work without Permit. Whenever any work has been commenced without a permit as required
by the provisions of Section 103.1, a special investigation shall be made prior to the issuance of the
permit. An investigation fee shall be collected for each permit so investigated, The investigation fee shall
be as specified by ordinance or resolution.

The payment of the investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all other
provisions of this Code or from any penalty prescribed by law,

101.4.5 Noncompliance Fee, If the building official, in the course of enforcing the provisions of this
Code or any State law, issues an order to a person and that person fails to comply with the order within 15
days following the due date for compliance stated in the order, including any extensions thereof, then the
building official shall have the authority to collect a noncompliance fee.

The noncompliance fee shall not be imposed unless the order states that a failure to comply within 15
days after the compliance date specified in the order will result in the fee being imposed. No more than
one such fee shall be collected for failure to comply with an order,

Section 101.5 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 101.5 ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT

101.5.1 Building Division. There is hereby established a division in the City Devclopment Services
Department to be known and designated as the Building Division.

101.5.2 Powers And Dutics of the building official

101.5.2.1 General. The building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of
this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations; and to make all inspections pursuant to the
provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, For such purposes, the building
official shall have the powers of a law enforcement officer.




The building official shall have the power to render interpretations of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations; and to adopt and enforce rules and supplemental regulations in order to
clarify the application of the provisions, Such interpretations, rules and regulations shall be in
conformance with the intent and purpose of this Code.

101.5.2.2 The building official is authorized to make and enforce such guidelines and policies for the
safeguarding of life, limb, health or property as may be necessary from time to time to carry out the
purpose of this Code,

101.5.2.3 Deputies. With the approval of the City Council, the building official may appoint such number
of officers, inspectors and assistants, and other employees as shall be authorized from time lo time. The
building official may deputize such employees as may be necessary to carry out the functions of the
Building Division.

101.5.2.4 Right of entry

101.5.2.4.1 Whenever it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of or perform
any duty imposed by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations, or whenever the
building official or an authorized representative has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any
building, structure or upon any premises any condition which makes such building, structure or premises
hazardous, unsafe or dangerous for any reason specified in this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations, the building official or an authorized representative is hereby authorized to enter such
premises at any reasonable time and to inspect the same and perform any duty imposed upon the building
official by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, provided that (1) if such premises is
occupied, the building official shall first present proper credentials to the occupant and request entry
explaining the rcasons therefore and (2) if such premises is unoccupied, the building official shall first
make a reasonable effort (o locate the owner or other persons having charge or control of the premises and
request entry, explaining the reasons therefore. If such entry cannot be obtained because the owner or
other person having charge or control of the premises cannot be found after due diligence or if entry is
refused, the building official or an authorized representative shall have recourse to every remedy provided
by law to secure lawful entry and inspect the premises,

101.5.2.4.2 Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the building official or an authorized representative has
reasonable cause to believe that the building, structure or premises is so hazardous, unsafe or dangerous
as to require immediate inspection to safeguard the public health or safety, the building official shall have
the right to immediately enter and inspect such premises and may use any reasonable means required to
effect such entry and make such inspection, whether such premises is occupied or unoccupied and
whether or not permission to inspect has been obtained. If the premises are occupied, the building official
shall first present credentials to the occupant and demand entry, explaining the reasons therefore and the
purpose of the inspection.

101.5.2.4.3 No person shall fail or refuse, after proper demand has been made upon such person as
provided in this section, to promptly permit the building official or an authorized representative to make
any inspection provided for by Section 101.5.2.4.2. Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and subject to the same penalties prescribed in Section 101.4.3.

101.5.3 Stop Work Orders. Whenever any plumbing work is being done contrary to the provisions of
this Code, or other pertinent laws or ordinances implemented through the enforcement of this Code, the
building official may order the work stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the
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doing or causing such work to be done, and any such persons shall forthwith stop such work until
authorized by the building official to proceed with the work.

101.5.4 Use violations, Whenever any equipment or appliance or portion thereof is being used contrary to
the provisions of this Code, the building official may order such use discontinued. Such person shall
immediately discontinue the use. The use shall remain discontinued until the nencomplying condition has
been corrected, and inspection and approval has been obtained from the building official. Permits shall be
issued where required by this Code,

101.5.5 Liability. The liability and indemnification of the building official and any subordinates are
governed by the provisions of Division 3.6 of Title I of the Government Code.

101.5.6 Existing Equipment, Appliances and Fixtures. Existing equipment, appliances and/or fixtures
lawfuily installed prior to the effective date of this Code may have their existing use, maintenance or
repair continued il the use, maintenance or repair is in accordance with the original design and location
and is not a hazard to life, health, or property.

101.5.7 Dangerous Construction, Equipment, Appliances and Fixtures, Whenever it is brought to the
attention of the building official that any construction, equipment, appliances and/or fixtures regulated by
this Code is dangerous, unsafe, or a menace to life, health or property or is in violation of this Code, the
building official shall have the authority to make an investigation. The building official shall have the
authority to order any person, firm or corporation using or maintaining any such condition or responsible
for the use or maintenance thereof to discontinue the use of or maintenance thereof or to repair, alter
change remove or demolish same, as he, in his/her discretion may consider necessary for the protection of
life, health or property.

101.5.8 Modifications. Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions
of this Code, the building official may grant modifications for individual cases, provided the building
official shall first find that a special individual reason makes the strict letter of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations impractical and that the modification is in conformity with the spirit and
purpose of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations and that such modification does not
lessen any fire protection or other life safety related requirements or any degree of structural integrity.
The details of any action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of the City.

A written application for the granting of such modifications shall be submitted together with a filing fee
established by separate fee resolution or ordinance.

101.5.9 Alternate materials and methods of construction. The provisions of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations are not intended to prevent the use of any material or method of
construction not specifically prescribed by this Code, provided any such alternate has been approved.

The building official may approve any such alternate, provided that he or she finds that the proposed
design is satisfactory and finds that the material, method or work offered is, for the purpose intended. at
least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in
quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, safety and sanitation.

The building official shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any claims
that may be made regarding its use.



A written application for use of an alternate material or method of construction shall be submitted
together with a filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance.

101.5.10. Tests. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations or evidence that any cquipment, appliance, material or
any construction does not conform to the requirements of this Code, or in order to substantiate claims for
alternate materials or methods of construction, the building official may require tests as proof of
compliance to be made by an approved agency at the expense of the owner or the owner's agent.

Test methods shall be as specified by this Code, rclevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations for the
material in question, If there are no appropriate test methods specified in this Code, the building official
shall determine the test procedure.

101.5.11 Cooperation of other officials. The building official may request, and shall receive, so far as
may be necessary in the discharge of his or her duties, the assistance and cooperation of other officials of
the City.

101.5.12 Service. Whenever this chapter requires a notice to be served by personal service or by
registered or certified mail, it shall be deemed a reasonable effort has been made to serve such notice
when registered or certified letters have been mailed to the address of the interested party(s) as shown on
the official record and on the record of the County Assessor. When an address is not so listed or contact
cannot be made at the listed address, the service shall be by posting a copy of the notice on the building or
structure or at the premises.

Section 101.7 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 101.7 AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCES

Whenever any reference is made to any other ordinance, such reference shall be deemed to include all
future amendments thereto.

Section 101.8 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 101.8 VALIDITY

If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid, such
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby
declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective
of the fact that any one of more sections, sentences, clauses and phrases are declared invalid.

Section 101.9 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 101.9 APPEALS BOARDS

101.9.1 Technical Interpretations Appeals Board. When a request for an alternate material has been
proposed by an applicant and denied by the building official, the applicant may appeal the building
official's decision to the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board no later than 60 days from the date of
the action being appealed from.,




The board shall consist of five members who are qualified by experience and training to pass upon
matters pertaining to plumbing construction. Two members shall be practicing plumbing engineers; two
shall be competent plumbing contractors, one a lawyer, cach of whom shall have had at least 10 years
experience in plumbing design and/or construction or as a lawyer. The building official shall be an ex
officio member and shall act as secretary to the board. The members of the board of appeals shall be
appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at its pleasure. The board shall adopt reasonable rules
and regulations for conducting its investigations, The board shall establish that the approval for alternate
materials and the modifications granted for individual cases arc in conformity with the intent and purpose
of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations and that such alternate material,
modification or method of work offered is at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code, relevant
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, safety
and sanitation and does not lessen any fire-protection requirements or any degree of structural integrity.
The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to the building official with a duplicate
copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend to the City Council such new legislation as is
consistent therewith.

101.9.2 Accessibility Appeals Board. In order to conduct the hearings on written appeals regarding
action taken by the building official concerning accessibility and to ratify certain exempting actions of the
building official in enforcing the accessibility requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title
24 (also know as the California Building Standards Code), and 1o serve as an advisor to the building
official on disabled access matters; there shall be an accessibility appeals board consisting of five
members. Two members of the appeals board shall be physically disabled persons, iwo members shall be
persons experienced in construction, and one member shall be a public member. The building official
shall be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to the board. The members of the accessibility
appeals board shall be appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at its pleasure. ‘The board shall
adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its actions. The board shall establish that the access
matter under review is in conformity with the intent and purpose of California Code of Regulations, Title
24, and this Code, The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to the building official
with a duplicate copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend to the City Council such new
legislation as is consistent therewith.

The appeals board may approve or disapprove interpretations and enforcement actions taken by the
building official. All such approvals or disapprovals for privately funded construction shall be final and
conclusive as to the building official in the absence of fraud or prejudicial abusc of discretion.

101.9.3 Limitations of Authority. Neither the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board nor the
Accessibility Appeals Board shall have authority relative to interpretation of the administrative portions
of this Code, nor shall the board be empowered to waive requirements of this Code.

101.9.4 Appeals Board Fees. A filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance shall be
paid to the building official whenever a person requests a hearing or a rehearing before the appeals boards
provided for in this section,

All requests to appeal determinations, orders or actions of the building official, or to seck modifications of
previous orders of the appeals boards shall be presented in writing,

Subsection 101,10 is deleted.

Section 102 is amended in its entirety to read:
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SECTION 102 PLUMBING PLAN REQUIREMENTS

182.1 General. When required by the building official to verify compliance with this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations; plans and, when deemed necessary by the building official,
calculations, and other required data shall be submitted for plan review. The building official may require
plans and calculations to be prepared by an engineer registered by the State to practice as such, Only after
the plans have been approved may the applicant apply for a plumbing permit for such work, The building
official may aiso require such plans be reviewed by other departments and/or divisions of the City to
verify compliance with the laws and ordinances under their jurisdiction.

Separate Plumbing Code plan review is required for any of the foliowing;

(a) For any restaurant which requires a grease trap or a grease interceptor;
(b) Any facility which requires a sand/grease clarifier;
(c) Plumbing Systems with more than 216 waste fixture units:

(d) Potable water supply piping required to be 2" or larger:
(e) Fuel gas piping required to be 2" or larger;

® Fuel gas piping containing medium- or high-pressure gas;

® Combination waste and vent systems;

(h) Plumbing fixtures located below the next upstream manhole or below the sewer main;
0)) Chemical waste systems;

()] Rainwater system employing a sump pump;

(k) Grey water systems;

()] Any type of sewer ejection system or lifi station;

(m)  Any installation in a building of Type I-A, Type 1I-A, Type 11I-A, Type 1V or Type V-A fire-
resistive construction where penctrations are required of fire-resistive walls, floors or ceilings.

Plans, calculations, reports or documents for work regulated by this Code, relevant laws. ordinances, rules
and regulations shall bear the seal, signature and number of a plumbing engineer when required by the
California Business and Professions Code. A scal and number shall not be required for work authorized
by the said article to be performed by a person not registered or certified as an engincer or architect,

102.2 Engineer of Record. When it is required that documents be prepared by an engineer, the building
official may require the owner to designate on the permit application an engineer who shall act as the
engineer of record. If the circumstances require, the owner may designate a substitute engineer of record
who shall perform all of the duties required of the original engincer of record. The building official shall
be notifted in writing by the owner if the engineer of record is changed or is unable to continue to perform
the duties.

The engineer of record shall be responsible for reviewing and coordinating all submittal documents
prepared by others, including deferred submittal items, for compatibility with the design of the building,

102.3 Information Required on Plumbing plans. Plans shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper
or other material suitable to the building official shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and
scope of the work proposed, and shall show in detail that the proposed construction will conform to the
provisions of this Code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.
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The first sheet of each set of plans shall give the street address of the proposed work and the name,
address and telephone number of the owner and all persons who were involved in the design and
preparation of the plans.

Where the scope of the proposed work involves the following, unless otherwise approved by the building
official, the plumbing plans shall indicate the following;

(a) A complete floor plan showing the location of all proposed plumbing fixtures;

(b) A complete plan showing the layout, diameter and material of all proposed piping;
(c) A legend of all symbols used and a list of all abbreviations used;

(d) Any other information requested by the building official.

Plans for buildings more than two stories in height of other than Group R-3 and Group U Occupancies
shall indicate how required fire-resistive integrity will be maintained where a penetration will be made for
plumbing piping and similar systems,

When deemed necessary by the building official, the first sheet of each set of plans shall indicate the
building Type of Construction as defined in the City of Alhambra Building Code and the Plumbing Code
in effect on the date of plan check submittal.

102.4 Deferred submittals. For the purposes of this section, deferred submittals are defined as those
portions of the design which are not submitted at the time of the application and which are to be
submitted to the building official within a specified period.

Deferral of any submittal items shall have prior approval of the building official. The engineer of record
shall list the deferred submittals on the plans and shall submit the deferred submittal documents for
review by the building official.

Submittal documents for deferred submittal items shall be submitted to the engineer of record who shall
review them and forward them to the building official with a notation indicating that the deferred
submittal documents have been reviewed and that they have been found to be in general conformance
with the imtended design. The deferred submittal items shall not be installed until their design and
submittal documents have been approved by the building official.

102.5 Expiration of Plan Check Applieations, Plan check applications for which no permit is issued
within one year following the date of application shall expire by limitation and become null and void,
Plans and calculations previously submitted may thereafier be destroyed by (he building official.

When requested in writing by the applicant prior to or not more than 90 days after the expiration of the
plan check application, the building official may extend the time for action by the applicant. The time for
action by the applicant shall not be extended beyond the effective date of a more current Code. Additional
hourly fees for plan review shall also be paid to the building official for enforcement of any requirements
which were subsequently amended to the Code in effect at the time of application.

Once an application and any extension thereof has expired, the applicant shall resubmit plans and
calculations and pay a new application fee.



102.6 Retention of Plans. One set of approved plans, calculations and reports shall be retained by the
building official. Excepl as required by Section 19850 of the Health and Safety Code, the building official
shall retain such set of the approved plans, calculations and reports for a period of not less than 90 days
from date of completion of the work covered therein.

Section 103 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 103 PLUMBING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

103.1 Plumbing permit Required. No person shall erect, alter, install, repair, move, improve, remove,
connect or convert, or cause the same to be done, to any plumbing equipment or fixtures without first
obtaining a plumbing permit from the building official. A Plumbing Permit is required for any
installation, alteration, reconstruction or repair of any plumbing (including fixtures, traps, tailpieces and
valves), drainage piping, vent piping, waste piping, soil piping, water piping (potable or nonpotable but
which is connected to a potable water source) or gas piping located within or on any building, structure or
premises.

Exceptions;

(a) Clearing of stoppages and stopping of leaks which do not involve the replacement of any
plumbing (including fixtures, traps, tailpieces and valves), drainage piping, vent piping, waste piping, soil
piping, water piping or gas piping.

{b) Change of residential plumbing fixtures which do not involve the replacement of the existing
waste and vent piping excluding the trap, to include, residential toilets, residential bathroom hand sinks,
bathtub and residential kitchen sinks.

{c) Connection of any appliance approved for and intended to be connccted by flexible gas piping to
a gas shutoff valve which was previously permitted and inspected under a valid Plumbing permit.

Exemption from the permit requirements of this Code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any
work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of other laws or ordinances.

The issvance of a permit without first requiring a plan review shall not prevent the building official from
requesting plans deemed necessary to verify that the work performed under said permit complies with this
Code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations,

103.2 Permit Applicant Requirements. A permit shall only be issued to a licensed contractor.

Exception; A permit may be issued to 2 HOMEOWNER (see section 210 for definition of a
homeowner)

103.3 Application for Permit. To obtain a permit, the applicant shall first file an application therefore in
writing on a form furnished by the City for that purpose. Each such application shall:

(a) Identify and describe the work to be covered by the permit for which application is made.

(b) Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be done by lot, block, tract, street address, or

similar description that will readily identify and definitely locate the proposed building or work.

(c) Be accompanied by plans and calculations as required in Section 102,
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(d) Give such other information as reasonably may be required by the building official.

103.4 Issuance, The building official shall issue a permit to the applicant for the work described in the
application and plans filed therewith when the building official is satisfied that all of the following items
comply:

(a) The work described conforms to the requirements of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations.

()] The fees specified by resolution or ordinance have been paid.

(c) The applicant has obtained a permit pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 30600 et seq., if
such a permit is required.

When the building official issues the permit, the building official shall endorse in writing or stamp on
both sets of plans "REVIEWED FOR SUBSTANTIAL COMPLIANCE ONLY". Such stamped plans
shall not be changed, modified or altered without authorization from the building official, and all work
shall be done in accordance with the Code in effect al the time of permit issuance regardless of the
information presented on the plans. The approval of the plans shall not be held to permit or to be an
approval of any violation of any Federal, State, County, or City laws or ordinances. The issuancc of a
permit shall not be deemed to certify that the site of the described work is safe.

One set of approved plans and reports shall be returned to the applicant to be kept on such building or
work site at all times while the authorized work is in progress.

103.5 Permit Validity. The issuance or granting of a permit or approval of plans and calculations shall
not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations. No permit presuming to give authority to violate or
cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations shall be valid, except
insofar as the work or use which it authorizes is lawful.

The issuance of a permit based on plans and calculations shall not prevent the building official from
thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans and calculations or from preventing building
operations being carried on there under when in violation of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations,

103.6 Expiration of Permit, Every permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this
Code shall expire automatically by limitation and become null and void onc year after the date of (he last
required plumbing inspection approval by the building official or if work authorized by such permit is not
commenced within one year from the issuance date of such permit. Before such work can be commenced
or recommenced, a new permit shall be first obtained.

Supplementary plumbing permits shall not expire so long as the associated building permit remains
active.

No permit fees, except for issuance fees, shall be collected provided 1) that no changes have been made or
will be made in the original plans and calculations for such work; 2) the Codes in effect on the date of the
new permit arc the same as for the expired permit; and 3) that the duration of such failure to commence,
suspension or abandonment has not exceeded one and one-half years. Permit fees, in addition to issuance
fees, for the remaining work shall be collected for all permits which do not meet the preceding criteria.



All work to be performed under the new permit must be done in accordance with the Building Code in
effect on the date of issuance of the new permit.

103.7 Permit Suspension or Revocation. The building official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a
permit issued under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations whenever
the permit is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or in violation of any
ordinance or regulation or any of the provisions of this Code.

The building official may also, in writing, withhold inspections, suspend or revoke a permit where work
is being done in violation of this Code, where work is being done in violation of the approved plans,
where work is being concealed without approval from the building official or where work is not in
accordance with the direction of the building official.

103.8 Cancellation of Permit by Applicant. If no portion of the work or construction covered by a
permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rulcs
and regulations has been commenced, the person to whom such permit has been issued may deliver such
permit to the building official with a request that such permit be cancelled. Only the person to whom such
permit was issued can request cancellation of a permit. The building official shall thereupon stamp or
write on the face of such permit the words, "Cancelled at the request of the applicant.” Thereupon such
permit shall be null and void and of no effect.

103.9 Transfer of Permit by Applicant,

103.9.1 No Inspection Performed, When requested in writing by the person to whom the permit was
issued, a permit may be transferred from the person to whom the permit was issued to a new individual.
Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by the building official and new fees shall be paid as
required by ordinance or resolution.

103.9.2 One or More Inspection Performed. Permits may be transferred to any individual upon
completion of a new application. Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by the building
official and new fees shall be paid as required by ordinance or resolution,

103.9.3 Permit Duration, Transfer of a permit shall be considered a continuation of the previous permit
when determining the permit duration, and shall not extend the duration of the existing permit.

Section 104 is amended in its entirety to rcad:
SECTION 104 INSPECTIONS

104.1 General. All new plumbing work for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by
the building official and all such work shall remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until
approved by the building official. All new plumbing work, and such portions of existing systems as may
be affected by new work, or any changes, shall be inspected by the building official to insure compliance
wilh all the requirements of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations.

No work shall be approved by the building official which was not completely verified. Partial or spot
inspections shall not be performed by the building official, nor shall partial or spot inspection be used as a
justification for approving any requircd inspection.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of any
provision of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations. Inspections presuming to give
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authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations
shall not be valid,

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and cxposed for
inspection purposes, Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed
in the removal or replacement of any material required to allow inspection.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to provide access for the inspector to the area of work. Access
may include, but shall not be limited to, ladders, scaffolding, catwalks and lifis. It shall be the duty of the
permit applicant to maintain a safe access path for the inspector to the area of work. Safety precautions
may include, but shall not be limited to handrails, guardrails and safety harnesses. All components of the
access path shall be securcly anchored in place. The building inspector shall have the right to refuse to
make any inspection in an area which does not have an access path decmed safe for use by said building
inspector. It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to make any necessary improvements 1o the access
path to allow inspection by the building inspector.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to protect all existing construction from damage caused during
inspection. Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for cxpensc entailed in the
removal or replacement of any material damaged during the course of inspection.

104.2 Inspection Requests. It shall be the duty of the person doing the work authorized by a permit to
notify the building official that such work is ready for inspection. The building official may require that
every request for inspection be filed at least one working day before such inspection is desired. Such
request may be in writing or by telephone at the option of the building official.

It shall be the duty of the person requesting any inspection required by this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations to provide access to and means for inspection of such work.

104.3 Special Inspections. Special inspections may be required by the building official on work
involving special hazards or conditions and on work requiring extensive, unusual or constant inspection.
Special inspections, when necessary, shall be accomplished by the means set forth in the City of
Alhambra Building Code.

104.4 Required Approvals. No work shall be done beyond the point indicated in each successive
inspection without first obtaining the written approval of the building official. The building official, upon
notification, shall make the requested inspections and shall either indicate in writing that the work appears
to comply as completed, or shall notify the applicant in writing which portion of the work fails ta comply
with this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations. Any work which does not comply
shall be corrected and such work shall not be covered or concealed until authorized by the building
official.

There shall be a final inspection and approval of all work when completed and ready for occupancy.
104.5 Testing of Systems. All plumbing systems shall be tested and approved as required by this Code

and all testing shall be conducted in the presence of the building official.  Joints and connections in the
systems shall be gastight and watertight for the pressures required by test,
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In cases where it would be impractical to provide the aforementioned water or air tests, or for minor
installations and repairs, the building official may make such inspection as deemed advisable in order to
be assured that the work has been performed in accordance with the intent of this Code.

Protectively coated pipe shall be inspected and repaired in accordance with IAPMO Installation Standard
IS-13, listed in Table 14-1,

104.6 Gas Utility Release. When deemed appropriate by the building official, gas utility may be released,
Release of gas utility may be done prior to building final for testing and inspection purposes. The building
official shall retain the right to revoke the release of gas utility for just cause, and may have the gas utility
disconnccted at the carliest availability of the utility provider.

Attempting to occupy prior to issuance of a certificate of completed construction, whether temporary or
final, may be considered as just cause by the building official, and may result in disconnection of the
utilities.

104.7 Authority to Disconnect Gas Utility. The building official is hereby empowered to disconnect or
to order in writing the discontinuance of gas utility service to buildings, structures, premises, appliances,
devices or materials installed without permit or found to be a hazard to life, health and/or property.

The building official shall have the power to disconnect or to order in writing the discontinuance of gas
utility service as a means of preventing, restraining, correcting or abating any violation of this Code,
rclevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations

The gas service shall remain disconnected or gas utility service shall remain discontinued until the Code
violation has been abated to the satisfaction of the building official, or until the installation of such
appliances, devices or materials has been made safe as directed by the building official; or until a permit
has been issued and the work has been inspected and approved by the building official.

Section 105 is amended in its entirety to read:
SECTION 105 FEES AND REFUNDS
105.1 Fees. All plan review and permit fees shall be as adopted by separate resolution and/or ordinance.

Plan checking fees shall be paid at the time of plan review submittal. Permit fees shall be paid at the time
of permit issuance.

105.2 Permit Refunds. In the event that any person shall have obtained a permit and no portion of the
work or construction covered by such permit shall have been commenced, and such permit shall have
been cancelled as provided for in Section 103.8, the permittee may submit a written request to the
building official requesting a refund of permit fees. Permit fees may be refunded to the permit applicant,
but permit issuance fecs shall not. The building official shall satisfy himsclf or herself as to the right of
such applicant 1o such refund, and each such refund shall be paid to the permit applicant. provided the
request has been submitted within one year from the date of cancellation or expiration of the permit,

105.3 Plan Check Refunds. No portion of the plan checking fee shall be refunded, unless no review has
been performed, in which case 90 percent of the plan checking fee shall be refunded.
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o, In addition to the definitions specified in sections 204, 205, 210 and 216, the following certain terms,
phrases, words and their derivatives shall be construed as specified in this section. Terms, phrases and
words used in the masculine gender include the feminine and the feminine the masculine.

In the event of conflicts between these definitions and definitions that appear elsewhere in this Cade,
these definitions shall govern and be applicable.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS shall mean the City of Alhambra City Council.

BUILDING DIVISION or BUILDING DEPARTMENT shall mean the Building Division of the City
Development Services Department.

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean the Director of Development Services or other designated authority
charged with the administration and enforcement of this Code, or the director's duly authorized
representative,

CHIEF PLUMBING INSPECTOR shall mean the building official.

HOMEOWNER is the owner, or for the purposes of a permit, the tenant of a single-family residence,
including common accessory and minor poultry, animal or agricultural buildings where there is not more
than one dwelling unit on the property.

NONINSPECTED WORK shall mean any erection, alteration, installation, repair, movement,
improvement, removal, connection or conversion of any plumbing equipment, appliances and/or fixtures
or any other plumbing work regulated by this Code within the City without first obtaining inspection by
and approval of the building official.

SECTION TWO: Findings of local conditions. The Alhambra City Council hereby finds, determines and
declares that those certain amendments to the State Residential Code made by the County of L.os Angeles are
appropriate and necessary to meet local conditions existing in the City of Alhambra, and this Council hereby
further finds, determines and declares that each such change is required for the protection of the public safety and
is reasonably necessary because of Jocal climatic, geological conditions,

SECTION THREE: Continuation of existing law. Where they are substantially the same as existing law, the
provisions of the City of Alhambra Building Code shall be considered continuations of existing law and shall not
be considered new enactments.

SECTION FOUR: Maintenance and distribution of code. Not less than one copy of the City of Alhambra
Residential Code, duly certified by the City Clerk, shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk for
examination and use by the public. Amendments to this code shall be noted by ordinance number on the
appropriate pages of such code of this code and one complete file of amendatory ordinances, indexed for ready
reference, shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk for use and examination by the public. Distribution
or sale of additional copies of this code shall be made as directed by the City Council. In addition, one copy of
said City of Alhambra Residential Code may likewise be maintained by the Director of Development Services for
examination and use by the public.

SECTION FIVE: Catchlines of sections, The catchlines of the several scctions of this code printed in
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boldface type are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the scction and shall not be deemed or
taken to be titles of such sections; nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so
deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted.

SECTION SIX: Severability of provisions. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion of this ordinance and/or the code adopted thereby is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional
by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this ordinance. The Alhambra City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance
and the code adopted thereby and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof,
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions thereof
may be declared invalid or unconstitutiona.

SECTION SEVEN: Certification and publication. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this

ordinance and shall cause a summary of same to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation within
the City of Alhambra. And Building Official shall file with the California Building Standards Commission.

Signed and approved this 9™ day of December, 2013.

S?éP&ENééAI M‘, Mayor

ATTEST:

%»&\MQ
(Lylf(EN MYLES/Cify Clerk

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing ordinance was duly passed and adopted by the Alhambra
City Council at its regular meeting held on the 9" day of December 2013, by the following vote, to wit;

AYES: MESSINA, PLACIDO, AYALA, SHAM
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: YAMAUCHI




PUBLIC NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

CITY OF ALHAMBRA

ORDINANCE NO. 02M13-4632

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on December 9", 2013, the City Council of the City of Alhambra
adopted, after a public hearing, Ordinance No. 02M 13-4632, entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY MODIFYING TITLE 20
THEREOF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 28, PLUMBING CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the County of
Los Angeles which adopted by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 5 - 2013
California Plumbing Code and which made amendments, additions, and deletions thereto. Thercfore,
Ordinance No. O2M13-4632 amends the Alhambra Municipal Code by repealing thercfrom Sections
20.11.010 and 20.11.020 and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof.

A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No, 02M13-4632 is available for review in the Office of the
City Clerk, City of Alhambra, 111 South First Street, Alhambra, California.

LAUREN MYLES, City Clerk
PUBLISH: December 13, 2013

POST: December 13, 2013
FILE NO. F2M13-52
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QRIGINAL

ORDINANCE NO 02M13-4634

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODY BY MODIFYING TITLE 20
THEREOF ADQOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 29, MECHANICAL CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the
County of Los Angeles which adopts by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 4 - 2013
California Mechanical Code and which makes amendments, additions and deletions thereto. Therefore, the
Alhambra Municipal Code is hereby amended by repealing from Chapter 20,13 Sections 20.13.010 and 20.13.020
and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof, all to read as follows:

TITLE 20
BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
CHAPTER 20,13
MECHANICAL CODE
Section 20.13.010 LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE, TITLE 29, MECHANICAL CODE

Los Angeles County Mechanical Code and Appendices B, C and D, Title 29, the 2014 Los Angeles County
Mechanical Code, as amended and in effect on or before January 1, 2014, adopting the 2013 California
Mechanical Code, is hereby adopted by reference pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50022.1 through
50022.10 of the Government Code of the State of California as though fully set forth herein, and made a part of
the Alhambra Municipal Code with the same force and effect as though set out herein in full, including all of the
regulations, revisions, conditions and terms contained therein except that those certain sections thereof which are
necessary to meet local conditions as hereinafter set forth in Section 20.13.020 of this Code are hereby repealed,
added or amended to read as set forth therein.

Not less than one copy of said Title 29 of the Los Angeles County Mechanical Code together with any and all
amendments thereto proposed by the City of Alhambra, has been and is now filed in the office of the
Development Services and shall be remain on file with Building Official, and shall collectively be kinown as the
City of Alhambra Mechanieal Code and may be cited as Chapter 20.13 of the Alhambra Municipal Code.

Section 20.13.020 MECHANICAL CODE SECTIONS MODIFIED

Chapter 1 of Title 29 of the Los Angeles County Code (the 2014 Los Angeles County Mechanical Code),
which adopts by reference and amends California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 4 (the 2013 California
Mechanica! Cade) adopted by reference as the Mechanical Code of the City of Alhambra, are hereby amended,
deleted or added as follows:

a. Section 100 is deleted.




Section 101 js amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 101 — TITLE. Title XX Building and Construction, Chapter 20.13 of the City of Alhambra
Municipal Code shall bs known as the Mechanical Code of the City of Alhambra, may be cited as such,
and will be referred to herein as “these regulations” or “these standards “or “this Code.”

Section 102 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 162 — PURPOSE AND INTENT. The purpose of this Code is to provide minimum standards
to preserve the public peace, health and safety by regulating the design, construction, installation, quality
of materials, location, operation and maintenance of equipment and appliances as specifically set forth
herein, Consistent with this purpose, the. provisions of this Code are intended and always have been
intended to cenfer a benefit on the community as a whole and are not intended to establish a duty of care
toward any particular person,

The Codes adopted by the City shall not be construed to hold the City or any officer, employee or agent
thereof responsible for any damage to persons or property by reason of any inspection authorized herein
or by reason of the issuance or nonissuance of any permit authorized herein, and/or for any action or
omission in connection with the application and/or enforcement of this Code. By adopting the provisions
of'this Code, the City does not intend to impaose on itself, its employees or agents any mandatory duties of
care toward persons and property within its jurisdiction so as to provide a basis of civil liability for
damages. ‘

This section is declaratory of existing law and is-not to be construed as suggesting that such was not the
purpose and intent of previous Code adoptions,

Section 103 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 103 — SCOPE. The provisions of this Code shall apply to the erection, alteration, installation,
repair, relocation, movement, improvement, removal connection or conversion, use or maintenance of
any heating, ventilating, cooling, refrigeration systems, incinerators or other miscellaneous heat-
producing appliances mechanical equipment and/or appliances or any other mechanical work regulated by
this Code within the City.

Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code specify different materials, methods of
construction or ether requirements, the most restrictive shall govern, Where there is a conflict between a
general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be applicable.

In the event any differences in requirements exist between the accessibility requirements of this Code and
the accessibility requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 (also referred to as the
California Building Standards Code), then the California Code of Regulations shall govern.

Section 104 is amended in its-entirety to read:
SECTION 104 — VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

104.1 Compliance with Codes, It shall be unlawful for a person to erect, alter, install, repair, move,
improve, remove, connect or convert, or cause the same to be done, contrary to, or in violation of, any of
the provisions of this Code.
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104.2 Violation, It shall be unlawful for any person to own, use, occupy or maintain any equipment or
applianee, or cause the same to be done, contrary to, or in viclation of, any of the provisions of this Code.

104.3 Penalty. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this ‘Code shall be
guilty of a misdemeanar, and each such person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each and every day
or portion thereof during which any violation of any of the provisions of this Code is committed,
continued or permitted. Upon conviction of any such violation such person shall be punishabie by a fine
of not more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for net more than six months, or by both such fine and
imprisonment. The provisions of this section are in addition to and independent of any other sanctions,
penalties or costs which are or may be imposed for a violation of any of the provisions of this Code.

104.4 Work without Permit. Whenever any work has been commenced without a permit as required by
the provisions of Section 111, a special investigation shall be made prior to the issuance of the permit. An
investigation fee shall be collected for each permit so investigated. The investigation fee shall be as
specified by ordinance or resolution,

The payment of the investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all other
provisions of this Code or from any penally prescribed by law.

104.5 Noncompliance Fee, If the building official, in the course of enforcing the provisions of this Code
or any State law, issues an order to a person and that person fails to comply with the order within 15 days
following the due date for compliance stated in the order, including any extensions thereof, then the
building offictal shall have the authority to callect a noncompliance fee.

The noncompliance fee shall not be imposed unless the order states that a failure to comply within 15
days after the compliance date specified in the order will resuit in the fee being imposed. No more than
one such fee shall be collected for failure to comply with dn order.

Section 105 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 105 - ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT

105.1 Building Division. There is hereby established a division in the City Development Services
Department to be known and designated as the Building Division.

105.2 Powers And Duties of the Building Official

105.2.1 General. The building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of
this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations; and to make all inspections pursuant to the
provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, For such purposes, the building
official shalf have the powers of a law enforcement officer.

The building official shall have the power to render interpretations of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinanges, rules and regulations; and to adopt and enforce rules and supplemental regulations in order to
clarify the application of the provisions. Such interpretations, rules and regulations shall be in
conformance with the intent and purpose of this Code,



105.2.2 The building official is authorized to malke and enforce such guidelines and policies for the
safeguarding of life, [imb, health or property as may be necessary from time to time to carry out the
purpose of this Code.

105.2.3 Deputies, With the approval of the City Council, the building official may appoint such number
of officers, inspectors and assistants, and other employees as shall be authorized from time to time, The
building official may deputize such employees as may be necessary to carry out the functions of the
Building Division,

105.2.4 Right of entry

105.2.4.1 Whenever it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of or perform
any duty imposed by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations, or whenever the
building official or an authorized representative has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any
building, structure or upon any premises any condition which makes such building, structure or premises
hazardous, unsafe or dangerous for any reason specified in this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations, the building official or an authorized representative is hereby authorized to enter such
premises at any reasonable time and to inspect the same and perform any duty- imposed upon the building
official by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, tules and regulations, provided that (1) if such premises is
occupied, the building official shall first present proper credentials to the occupant and request entry
explaining the reasons therefore and (2) if such premises is unoccupied, the building official shall first
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other persons having charge or control of the premises and
request entry, explaining the reasons therefore. If such entry cannot be obtained because the owner or
other person having charge or control of the premises cannot be found after due diligence or if entry is
refused, the building official or an authorized representative shall have recourse to every remedy provided
by law to secure lawful entry and inspect the premises.

105.2,4.2 Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the building official or an authorized representative has
reasonable cause to believe that the building, structure or premises is so hazardous, unsafe or dangerous
as to require immediate inspection to safeguard the public health or safety, the building official shall have
the right to immediately enter and inspect such premises and may use any reasonable means required to
effect such entry and make such inspection, whether such premises is occupied or unoccupied and
whether or not permission to inspect has been obtained, If the premises are occupied, the building official
shall first present credentials to the occupant and demand entry, explaining the reasons therefore and the
purpose of the inspection.

105.2.4.3 No person shall fail or refuse, after proper demand has been made upon such person as provided
in this section, to promptly permit the building official or an authorized representative to make any
inspection provided for by Section 105.2.4.2, Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and sibject to the same penaliies prescribed in Section 104.3.

105.3 Stop Work Orders, Whenever any mechanical work is being done contrary to the provisions of
this Code, or other pertinent laws or ordinances implemented through the enforcement of this Code, the
building official may order the work stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the
doing or causing such work to be done, and any such persons shall forthwith stop such work until
authorized by the building official to proceed with the work.



105.4 Use violations. Whenever any equipment or appliance or portion thereof is being used contrary to
the previsions of this Code, the building official may order such use discontinued. Such person shall
immediately discontinue the use, The use shail remain discontinued until the noncomplying condition has
been corrected, and inspection and approval has been obtained from the building official. Permits shall be
issued where required by this Code.

105.5 Liability. The liability and indemnification of the building official and any subordinates are
governed by the provisions of Division 3.6 of Title I of the Government Code.

105.6 Ixisting Equipment and Appliances. Existing equipment and/or appliances lawfully installed
prior to the effective date of this Code may have their existing use, maintenance or repair continued if the
use, maintenance or repair is in accordanee with the ongmal design and Jocation and is not a hazard to
life, health, or property.

105.7 Dangerous Conatruction, Equipment and Appliances. Whenever it is brought to the attention of
the building official that any censtruction or equipment regulated by this Code is dangerous, unsafe, or a
menace to life, health or property or is in violation of this Code, the building official shafl have the
authority to make an investigation, The building official shall have the authority to order any person, firm
or corporation using or maintaining any such condition or responSIble for the use or maintenance thereof
to discontinue the use of or maintenance thereof or to repair, alter change remove or demolish same, as
he, in his/her discretion may consider necessary for the protection of life, health or property,

105.8 Modifieations, Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of
this Code, the building official may grant modifications for individual cases, provided the building
official shall first find that a special individual reason makes the strict letter of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations impractical and that the modification is in conformity with the spirit and
purpose of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations and that such modification does not
lessen any fire protection or other life safety related requirements or any degree of structural integrity.
The details of any action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of the City,

A written application for the granting of such modifications shall be submitted together with a filing fee
established by separate fee resolution or ordinance.

105.9 Alternate materials and methods of construction, The provisions of this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations are not intended to prevent the use of any material or method of
construction not specifically prescribed by this Code, provided any such alternate has been approved,

The building official may approve any such alternate, provided that he or she finds that the proposed
design is satisfactory and finds that the material, method or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at
least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in
quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, safety and sanitation.

The building official shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any claims
that may be made regarding its use.

A written application for use of an alternate material or methed of construction shall be submitted
together with a filing fee established by separate fee resolution or ordinance.
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105.10. Tests. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations or evidence that any equipment, appliance, material or
any construction does not conform to the requirements of this Code, or in order to substantiate claims for
alternate materials or methods of construction, the building official may require tests as proof of
compliance to be made by an approved agency at the expense of the owner or the owner’s agent.

Test methods shall be as specified by this Code, relevent laws, ordinanees, rules and regulations for the.
material in question. If there are no appropriate test methods specified in this Code, the building official

shall determine the test procedure.

105.11 Cooperation of other officials, The building official may request, and shall receive, so far as may
be necessary in the discharge of his or her duties, the assistance and cooperation of other officials of the

City.

105.12 Service. Whenever this chapter requires a notice to be sérved by personal service or by registered
or certified mail, it shall be deemed a reasonable effort has been made to serve such notice when
registered or certified letters have been mailed to the address of the interested party(s) as shown on the
official record and on the record of the County Assessor. When an address is not so listed or contact
cannot be made at the listed address, the service shall be by posting a copy of the notice on the building or
structure or at the premises,

Section 106 is deleted.
Section 107 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 107 - AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCES

Whenever any reference is made to any other ordinance, such reference shall be deemed to
include all future amendments thereto.

Section 108 is amended in its entirety fo read:

SECTION 108 - VALIDITY

If any section, sentence, clause ot phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid, such
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby
declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective
of the fact that any one of more sections, sentences, clauses and phrases are declared invalid.

Section 109 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 109 — APPEALS BOARDS

109,1 Technical Interpretations Appeals Board. When a request for an alternate material has been
proposed by an applicant and denied by the building official, the applicant may appeal the building
official's decision to the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board no later than 60 days from the date of
the action being appealed from,

The board shall consist of five members who are qualified by experience and training to pass upon
matters pertaining to mechanical construction. Twe members shall be practicing mechanical engineers;
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two shall be competent mechanical contractors, one a lawyer, each of whom shall have had at least 10
years experience in mechanical design and/or construction or as a lawyer. The building official shall be an
ex officio member and shall act as secretary to the board. The members of the board of appeals shall be
appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at'its pleasure. The board shall adopt reasonable rules
and regulations for conducting its investigations, The board shall establish that the approva! for alternate
materials and the modifications granted for individual cases are in conformity with the intent and purpose
of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations and that such alternate material,
modification or method of work offered is at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code, relsvant
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, safety
and sanitation and dees not lessen any fire-protection requirements or any degree of structural integrity.
The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to the building official with a duplicate
copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend to the City Council such new legislation as is
consistent therewith,

109.2 Accessibility Appeals Board. In order to conduct the hearings on written appeals regarding action
taken by the building efficial concerning accessibility and to ratify certain exempting actions of the
building official in enforcing the accessibility requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title
24 (also know as the California Building Standards Code), and to serve as an advisor to the building
official on disabled access matters; there shall be an accessibility appeals board consisting of five
members. Two members of the appeals board shall be physically disabled persons, two members shall be
persons experienced in construction, and one member shall be a public member. The building official
shall be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to the board. The members of the accessibility
appeals board shall be appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at its pleasure, The board shall
adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its actions. The board shall establish that the access
matter under review is in eonformity with the intent and purpose of California Code of Regulations, Title
24, and this Code. The board shall document all decisions and findings in writing to the building official
with a duplicate copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend to the City Council such new
legislation as is consistent therewith.

The appeals board may approve or disapprove interpretations and enforcement actions taken by the
building official, All such approvals or disapprovals for privately funded construction shall be final and
conclusive as to the building official in the absence of fraud or prejudicial abuse of discretion,

109.3 Limitations of Authority. Neither the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board nor the
Accessibility Appeals Board shall have authority relative to irterpretation of the administrative portions
of this Code, nor shall the board be empowered to waive requirements of this Code,

109.4 Appeals Board Fees. A filing fee established by separate fes resolution or ordinance shall be paid
to the building official whenever a person requests a hearing or a rehearing before the appeals boards
provided for in this section.

All requests to appeal determinations, orders or actions of the building official or to seek modifications of
previous orders of the appeals boards shall be presented in writing,

Section 110 is amended in its entirety to read:



SECTION 110 - MECHANICAL PLAN REQUIREMENTS

110.1 General, When required by the building official to verify compliance with this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations; plans and, when deemed necessary by the building official,
celeylations, and other required data shail be submitted for plan review. The building official may require
plans and calculations to bé prepared by an eéngineer registered by the State to practice as such. Only after
the plans have been approved may the applicant apply for a mechanical permit for such work, The
building official may also require such plans be reviewed by other departments and/or divisions of the
City to verify compliance with the laws and ordinances under their jurisdiction.

Separate Mechanical Code plan review is required for any of the foliowing:

(a) To verify compliance with State energy requirements when such information is not shown
completely on the building plans;

)] Installations where the aggregate BTU input capacity for either eomfort heating or comfort
cooling is more than 500,000 BTU;

(c) Type 1 or Type 1 commercial hoods;

(d) Parking garage exhaust ventifation systems;

{e) Product conveying duct system;

D Spray booths;

(g) Stair pressurization systems;

(h) Installation of fire dampers, smoke dampers and/or combination smoke/fire dampers;

6) Air moving systems supplying air in excess of 2000 cfin and where sinoke detectors are required
in the duct work,

)] Any installation in a building of Type I-A, Type II-A, Type lII-A, Type IV or Type V-A fire-
resistive construction where penetrations are required of fire-resistive walls, floors or ceilings.

Plans, caloulations, reports or documents for work regulated by this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations shall bear the sesl, signature and number of a mechanical engineer when required by the
California Business and Professions Code. A seal and number shall not be required for work authorized
by the said article to be performed by a person not registered or certified as an engineer or architect,

110.2 Engineer of Record, When it is required that documents be prepared by an engineer, the building
official may require the owner to designate on the permit application an engineer who shall act as the
engineer of record. If the circumstances require, the owner may designate a substitute engineer of record
who shall perform all of the duties required of the original engineer of record. The building official shall
be notified in writing by the owner if the engineer of record is changed or is unable to continue to perform
the duties.



The engineer of record shall be responsible for reviewing and coordinating all submittal documents
prepared by others, including deferred submittal items, for compatibility with the design of the building,

110.3 Information Required on Mechanical plans. Plans shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper
or other material suitable to the building official shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and
scope of the work proposed, and shall show in detail that the proposed construction will conform to the
provisions of this Code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

The first sheet of each set of plans shall give the street address of the proposed work and the name,
address and telephone number of the owner and all persons who were involved in the design and
preparation of the plans,

Where. the scope of the proposed work involves the following, unless otherwise approved by the building
official, the mechanical plans shall indicate the following:

(a) A complete floor plan showing the location of all proposed mechanical equipment, duct work,
vents, eic.;

(b) A complete plan showing the layout, diameter and material of all proposed piping;
(c) A legend of all symbols used and a list of all abbreviations used;

(d) The location of all proposed inlets, outlets, diffusers, etc.;

(e) The btu/Hr and/or ofm rating of all equipment;

(f)  Any other information requested by the building official.

Plans for buildings more than two stories in height of other than Group R-3 and Group U Occupancies
shall indicate how required fire-resistive integrity will be maintained where a penetration will be made for
mechanical piping and similar systems.

When deemed necessary by the building official, the first sheet of each set of plans shall indicate the
building Type of Construction as defined in the City of Alhambra Building Code and the Mechanical
Code in effect on the date of plan cheek submittal.

110.4 Deferred submittals. For the purposes of this section, deferred submittals are defined as those
portions of the design which are not submitted at the time of the application and which are to be
submitted to the building official within a specified period.

Deferral of any submittal items shall have prior approval of the building official. The engineer of record
shall list the deferred submittals on the plans and shall submit the deferred submittal documents for
review by the building official.

Submittal documents for deferrod submittal items shall be submitted to the engineer of record who shall
review them and forward them to the building official with a notation indicating that the deferred
submittal documents have been reviewed and that they have been found to be in general conformance
with the intended design. The deferred submittal items shall not be installed until their design and
submittal documents have been approved by the building official,
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110.5 Expiration of Plan Check Applications. Plan check applications for which no permit is issued
within one year foilowing the date of application shall expire by limitation and become null and void.
Plans and calculations previously submitted may thereafter be destroyed by the building official.

When requested in writing by the applicant prior to or not more than 90 days after the expiration of the
pian check application, the building official may extend the time for acticn by the applicant. The time for
action by the applicant shall not be extended beyond the effective date of a more current Code, Additional
haurly fees for plan review shall also be paid to the building official for enforcement of any requirements
which were subsequently amended to the Code in effect at the time of application.

Once an application and any extension thereof have expired, the applicant shall resubmit plans and
calculations and pay a new application fee.

110.6 Retention of Plans. One set of approved plans, calculations and reports shall be retained by the
building official. Except as required by Section 19850 of the Health and Safety Code, the building official
shall retain such set of the approved plans, calculations and reports for a period of not less than 90 days
from date of completion of the work covered therein,

Section 111 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 111 - MECHANICAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

111.1 Mechanical permit Required. No person shall erect, alter, install, repair, move, improve, remove,
connect or convert, or cause the same to be done, any mechanical equipment without first obtaining a
mechanical permit from the building offieial.

The issuance of a permit without first requiring a plan review shall not prevent the building official from
requesting plans deemed necessary to verify that the work performed under said permit complies with this
Code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations,

111.2 Work Exempted From Mechanical permit. A mechanical permit shall not be required for the
following;

(a) Installation of poitable appliances or equipment used for heating ventilating, or cooling
(refrigeration or evaporative) which does not require either a Building Permit or an Electrical Permit to
install:

(9)] Repair or replacement of steam, hot, or chilled water piping, and refrigeration piping which were
previously permitted and inspected under a valid mechanical permit;

(c) Repair or replacement of components to a refrigeration system which were previously permitted
and inspected under a valid Mechanical permit.

(d) Repair or replacement of any component, part or assembly of an appliance which does not alter
its original approval and complies with the other applicable requirements of this Code;

(e} Any unit refrigerating system.



Exemption from the permit requirements of this Code shall not be desmed to grant authorization for any
work to be done in any manner in violation of thie provisions of other laws or ordinances.

111.3 Permit Applicant Requirements. A permit shall only be issued to a licensed contractor.

Exception; A permit may be issued to a HOMEOWNER (See section 210 for definition of a
homeowner)

111.4 Application for Permit. To obtain a permit, the applicant shall first file an application therefore in
writing on a form furnished by the City for that purpose. Each such application shall:

(a) Identify and describe the work to be covered by the permit for which application is made.

(b) Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be done by lot, block, tract, street address, or
similar deseription that will readily identify and definitely locate the proposed building or work.

(c) Be accompanied by plans and calculations as réquired in Section 110,
(d) Give such other information as reasonably may be required by the building official.

111.5 Issuance, The building official shall issue & permit to the applicant for the work described in the
application and plans filed therewith when the building official is satisfied that all of the following items

comply:

(a) The work described conforms to the requirements of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations,

(b) The fees speeified by resolution or ordinance have beon paid.

(c) The applicant has obtained a permit pursuant o Public Resources Code Section 30600 et seq., if
such a permit is required.

When the building official issues the permit, the building official shall endorse -in writing or stamp on
both sets of plans "REVIEWED FOR SUBSTANTIAL COMPLIANCE ONLY". Such stamped plans
shall not be changed, madified. or altered without authorization from the building official, and all work
shall be done in accordance with the Code in effect at the time of permit issuance regardless of the
information presented on the plans. The approval of the plans shall not be held to permit or to be an
approval of any viclation of any Federal, State, County, or City laws or ordinances. The issuance of a
permit shall not be deemed to certify that the site of the described work is safe.

One set of approved plans and reports shall be returned to the applicant to be kept on such building or
wark site at all times while the authorized work is in progress.

111.6 Permit Validity, The issuance or granting of a permit or approval of plans and calculations shall
not be constiued to be a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this Code,
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations. No permit presuming to give authority to violate or
cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations shall be valid, except
insofar as the work or use which it authorizes is lawful,
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The issuance of a permit based on plans and calculations shall not prevent the building official from
thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans and calculations or from preventing building
operations being earried on thereunder when in violation of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
and regulations.

111.7 Expiration of Permit. Every permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this
Code shall expire automatically by limitation and become null and void one year after the date of the last
required mechanical inspection approval by the building official or if work authorized by such permit is
not commenced within one year from the issuance date of such permit. Before such work can be
commenced or recommenced, a new permit shall be first obtained.

Supplementary mechanical permits shall not expire so long as the associated building permit remains
active,

No permit fees, except for issuance fees, shall be collected provided 1) that no changes have been made or
will be made in the original plans and calculations for such work; 2) the Codes in effect on the date of the
new permit are the same as for the expired permit; and 3) that the duration of such failure to commence,
suspension or abandonment has not exceeded one and one-half years. Permit fees, in addition to issuance
fees, for the remaining work shall be collected for all permits which do not meet the preceding criteria.

All work to be perforined under the new permit must be done in accordance with the Building Code in
effect on the date of issuance of the new permit,

111.8 Permit Suspension or Revocation, The building official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a
permit issued under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations whenever
the permit is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or in violation of any
ordinance or regulation or any of the provisions of this Code.

The building official may also, in writing, withhiold inspections, suspend or revoke a permit where work
is being done in violation of this Code, where work is being done in violation of the approved plans,
where work is being concealed without approval from the building official or where work is not in
accordarice with the direction of the building official,

111.9 Cancellation of Permit by Applicant, If no portion of the work or construction covered by a
permit issued by the building official under the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules
-and regulations has been commenced, the person to whom such permit has been issued may deliver such
permit to the building official with a request that such permit be cancelled, Only the person to whom such
permit was issued can request cancellation of a permit, The building official shall thereupon stamp or
write on the face of such permit the words, "Cancelled at the request of the applicant." Thereupon such
permit shall be null and void and of no effect.

111.10 Transfer of Permit by Applicant.

11£.10.1 No Inspection Performed. When requested in writing by the person to whom the permit was
issued, a permit may be transferred from the person to whom the permit was issued to a new individual,
Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by the building official and new fees shall be paid as
required by ordinance or resolution,
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111.10.2 One or More Inspection Performed, Permits may be transferred to any individual upon
completion of a new application. Fee credit shall be given where deemed appropriate by the building
official and new fees shall be paid as required by erdinance or resolution.

111,10.3 Permit Duration, Transfer of a permit shall be considered a continuation of the previous permit
when determining the permit duration, and shall not extend the duration of the existing permit.

Section 112 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 112 FEES
All plan review and permit fees shall be as adopted by separate resolution and/or ordinance.

Plan checking fees shall be paid at the time of plan review submittal, Permit fees shall be paid at the time
of permit issuance,

Section 113 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 113 REFUNDS

113.1 Permit Refunds, In the event that any person shall have obtained a permit and no portion of the
work or construction covered by such permit shafl have been commenced, and such permit shall have
been cancelled as provided for in Section 111.9, the permittée may submit a written request to the
building official requesting a refund of permit fees. Permit fees may be refunded to the permit applicant,
but permit issuance fees shall not. The building official shall satisfy himself or herself as to the right of
such applicant to such refund, and each such refund shall be paid to the permit applicant, provided the
request has been submitted within one year from the date of cancellation or expiration of the permit.

113,2 Plan Check Refunds. No portion of the plan checking fee shall be refunded, unless no review has
been performed, in which case 90 percent of the plan checking fee shall be refunded.

Section 114 is amended in its entirety to read:

SECTION 114 INSPECTIONS

114.1 General. All new mechanical work for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by
the building official and all such work shall remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until
approved by the building official. All new mechanical work, and such portions of existing systems as may
be affected by new work, or any changes, shall be inspected by the building official to insure compliance
with all the requirements of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations.

No work shall be approved by the building official which was not completely verified. Partial or spot
inspections shall not be performed by the building official, nor shall partial or spot inspection be used as a
Justification for approving any required inspection.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a vielation of any
provision of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules or regulations. Inspections presuming to give
authority to vielate or cancel the provisions of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations
shall not be valid.



It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessibie and exposed for
inspection purposes. Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed
In the removal or replacement of any material required to allow inspection.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to provide access for the inspecter to the area of work. Access
may include, but shall not be limited to, ladders, scaffolding, catwalks and lifts. It shall be the duty of the
permit applicant to maintain a safe access path for the inspector to the area of work. Safety precautions
may include, but shall not be limited to handrails, guardrails and safety harnesses. All components of the
access path shall be securely anchored in place. The building inspector shall ave the right to refuse to
make any inspection in an area which does not have an access path deemed safe for use by said building
inspegtor. It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to make any necessary improvements to the access
path to allow inspection by the building inspector,

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to protect all existing construction from damage caused during
inspection, Neither the building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed in the
removal or replacement of any material damaged during the course of inspection.

114.2 Inspection Requests, It shall be the duty of the person doing the work authorized by a permit to
notify the building official that such work is ready for inspection. The building official may require that
every request for inspection be filed at least one working day before such inspection is desired. Such
request may be in writing or by telephone at the option of the building official.

It shall be the duty of the person requesting any inspection required by this Code, relevant laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations to provide access to and means for inspection of such work,

114.3 Special Inspections, Special inspections may be required by the building official on work
involving special hazards or conditions and on work requiring extensive, unusual or constant inspection,
Special inspections, when necessary, shall be accomplished by the means set forth in the City of
Alhambra Building Code.

114.4 Required Approvals, No work shal! be done beyond the point indicated in each successive
inspection without first obtaining the written approval of the building official. The building official, upon
notification, shall make the requested inspections and shall sither indicate in writing that the work appears
to comply as completed, or shall notify the applicant in writing which portion of the work fails to comply
with this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and/or regulations. Any work which does not comply
shall be corrected and such work shall not be coversd or concealed until authorized by the building
official,

There shall be a final inspection and approval of all work when completed and ready for occupancy,
Sections 115 through 118 are deleted.

In addition to the definitions specified in sections 204, 205, 210 and 216, the following certain terms,
phrases, words and their derivatives shall be construed as specified in this section. Terms, phrases and

words used in the masculine gender include the feminine and the feminine the masculine.

In the event of conflicts between these definitions and definitions that appear elsewhere in this Code,
these definitions shall govern and be applicable,
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS shall mean the City of AThambra City Council. *

BUILDING DIVISION or BUILDING DEPARTMENT shall mean the Building Division of the City
Development Services Department,

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean the Director of Development Services or other designated authority
~charged with the administration and enforcement of this Code, or the director's duly authorized
representative.

CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR shall mean the building official.

HOMEOWNER is the owner, or for the purposes of a permit, the tenant of a single-family residence,
including common accessory and minor poultry, animal or agricultural buildings where there is not more
than one dwelling unit on the property.

NONINSPECTED WORX shall mean any erection, alteration, installation, repair, movement,
improvement, temoval, connection or conversion of any mechanical equipment and/or appliances or any
other mechanical work regulated by this Code within the City without first obtaining inspection by and
approval of the building official.

SECTION TWO: Findings of local conditions. The Alhambra City Council hereby finds, determines and
declares that those certain amendments to the State Residential Code made by the County of Los Angeles are
appropriate and necessary fo meet local conditions existing in the City of Alhambra, and this Council hereby
further finds, determines and declares that each such change is required for the protection of the public safety and
is reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological conditions.

SECTION THREE: Continuation of existing law. Where they are substantially the same as existing law, the
provisions of the City of Alhambra Building Code shall be considered continuations of existing law and shall not
be considered new enactments.

SECTION FOUR; Maintenance and distribution of code. Not less than one copy of the City of Alhambra
Residential Code, duly certified by the City Clerk, shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk for
examination and use by the public. Amendments to this code shall be noted by ordinance number on the
appropriate pages of such code of this code and one complete file of amendatory ordinances, indexed for ready
reference, shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk for use and examination by the public. Distribution
or sale of additional copies of this code shall be made as directed by the City Council. In addition, one copy of
said City of Alhambra Residential Code may likewise be maintained by the Director of Development Services for
examination and use by the public.

SECTIONFIVE: - Catchlines of sections, The catchlines of the several sections of this code printed in
boldface type are intended as mers catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and shall not be deemed or
taken to be titles of such sections; nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so
deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted.

SECTION SIX: Severability of provisions. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion of this ordinance and/or the code adopted thereby is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional
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by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this ordinance, The Alhambra City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance
and the code adopted thereby and each section, subsection, sentence, clause,.phrase or portion thereof,
‘irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions thereof
may be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION SEVEN: Certification and publication. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this
ordinance and shall cause a summary of same to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation within
the City of Alhambra, And Building Official shall file with the California Building Standards Commissior,

Signed and approved this 9" day of December. 2013,

'\ -y
S /&Q -

/ STEPP\EN SHAM, Mayor

ATTEST:

s 1
/ p oy { )
,/ ?u \1“ l Lin b/
LAUREN MY\LE'S City/Clerk

/ .

L 7

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing ordinance was duly passed and adopted by the Alhambra
City Council at its regular meeting held on the 9™ day of December, 2013 by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: MESSINA, PLACIDO, AYALA, SHAM
NOES; NONE , . .
ABSENT: YAMAUCHI " 7 7

AT
Pl (L0 -4

LAUREN MYLEh, (/lty Cferk
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE
CITY OF ALHAMBRA

ORDINANCE NO, O2M13-4634

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on December 9"',.2-013, the City Council of the City of Alhambra
adopted, after a public hearing, Ordinance No. 02M13-4634, entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL. CODE BY MODIFYING TITLE 20
THEREOF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 29, MECHANICAL CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the County of
Los Angeles which adopted by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 4 - 2013
California Mechanical Code and which made amendments, additions, and deletions thereto, Therefore,
Ordinance No, O2M13-4634 amends the Athambra Municipal Code by repealing therefrom Sections
20.13.010 and 20.13.020 and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof,

A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No. 02M13-4634 is available for review in the Office of the
City Clerk, City of Alhambra, 111 South First Street, Alhambra, California.

LAUREN MYLES, City Clerk

PUBLISH: December 13,2013
POST: December 13, 2013
FILE NO. F2M13-52



ORIGINAL

ORDINANCE NO. 02M13-4636

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY MODIFYING TITLE 26
THEREOF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 30, RESIDENTIAL CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL POES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the
County of Los Angeles which adopts by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2.5 - 2013
California Residential Code and which makes amendments, additions and deletions thereto, Therefore, the
Alhambra Municipal Code is hereby amended by repealing Sections 20,07.010 and 20.07.020 from Chapter 20.07
and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof, all to read as follows:

TITLE 20
BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
CHAPTER 20.07
RESIDENTIAL CODE
Section 20.07.010 LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE, TITLE 30, RESIDENTIAL CODE

Chapters 1 through 10, 44 and Appendix H of Title 30, Los Angeles County Residential Code, as amended and in
effect on or before January 1, 2014, adopting the 2014 California Residential Code, is hereby adopted by
reference pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50022.1 through 50022.10 of the Government Code of the State
of California as though fully set forth herein, and made a part of the Alhambra Municipal Code with the same
force and effect as though set out herein in full, including all of the regulations, revisions, conditions and terms
contained therein except that those certain sections thereof which are necessary to meet local conditions as
hereinafter set forth in Section 20.07.020 of this Code are hereby repealed, added or amended to read as set forth
therein,

Not less than one copy of said Title 30 of the Los Angeles County Residential Code together with any and all
amendments thereto proposed by the City of Alhambra, has been and is now filed in the office of the
Development Services and shall be remain on file with Building Officiel, and shall collectively be known as the
City of Alhambra Residential Code-and may be cited as Chapter 20.07 of the Alhambra Municipal Code.

Section 20.67.020 RESIDENTIAL CODE MODIFIED

Chapter 1 and 3 of Title 30 of the Los Angeles County Code (the Los Angeles County Residential Code),
which adopts by reference and amends California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 2.5 {the 2013 California
Residential Code) adopted by reference as the Residertial Code of the City of Alhambra, are hereby amended,
deleted or added as follows;



a. Section R10C is amended in its entirety to read:

Sections 102 through 119 of Chapter 1, Section 1207 of Chapter 12, Chapters 33, 34, 67, 98, 99 and
Appendix J of Title 20,05 of the City of Alhambra Code adopted by reference, amended and incorporated
into this Title 20.07 shall be known as Sections 102 through 119 of Chapter], Section 1207 of Chapter 12,
Chapters 33, 34, 67, 98, 99 and Appendix J of the Residential Code For One and Two Family Dwellings
of the City of Alhambra, may be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as this Code.

b. Section R101.1 is amended in iis entirety to read:

101.1 Title. Title XX Building and Construction, Chapter 20.07 of the City of Alhambra Municipal Code
shall be known as the Residential Code of the City of Alhambra, may be cited as such, and will be
referted to herein as “these regulations” or “these building standards “or “this Code.”

c. Section R313 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with section 903 of the Chapter 9 (Section 903 of
Chapter 9 of Alhambra Building Code) of the Title XX of the City of Alhambra Municipal Code as
adopted and amended by the City

SECTION TWO: Findings of local conditions, The Alhambra City Council hereby finds, determines and
declares that those certain amendments to the State Residential Code made by the County of Los Angeles are
appropriate and necessary to meet local conditions existing in the City of Alhambra, and this Council hereby
further finds, determines and declares that each such change is required for the protection of the public safety and
is reasonably riecessary because of Jocal climatic, geological conditions.

SECTION THREE: Continuation of existing law. Where they are substantially the same as existing law, the
provisions of the City of Alhambra Building Code shall be considered continuations of existing law and shall not
be considered new-enactments.

SECTION FOUR:  Maintenance and distribution of code. Not less than ene copy of the City of Alhambra
Residential Code, duly certified by the City Clerk, shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk for
examination and use by the public. Amendments to this code shall be noted by ordinance number on the
appropriate pages of such code of this code and one complete file of amendatory ordinances, indexed for ready
reference, shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk for use and examination by the public. Distribution
or sale of additional copies of this code shall be made as directed by the City Council. In addition, one copy of
said City of Alhambra Residential Code may likewise be maintained by the Director of Development Services for
examination and vse by the public.

SECTION FIVE: Catchlines of sections. The catchlines of the several sections of this code printed in
boldface type are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and shall not be deemed or
taken to be titles of such sections; nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so
deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted.

SECTION SIX: Severability of provisions, I any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion of this ordinance and/or the code adopted thereby is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional
by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this ordinance, The Alhambra City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance
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and the code adopted thereby and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof,
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, ciauses, phrases or portions thereof
may be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION SEVEN: Certification and publication. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this
ordinance and shall cause a summary of same to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation within
the City of Alhambra, And Building Official shall file with the California Building Standards Commission.

Signed and approved this 9™ day of December, 2013.

‘- A
/

73\5{7\' A
SYEPHEN SHAM MaSJor

ATTEST:
\ / 'x v 4
;’ Y. i {7
AN Vi
LAUREN MYLES,‘Clty,Clerk
/o

S

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and f’oregomg ordinance was duly passed and adopted by the Alhambra
City Council at its regular meeting held on the 9™ day of Deceniber, 2013 by the following vote, to wit;

AYES: MESSINA, PLACIDO, AYALA, SHAM
NOES; NONE , .
ABSENT: YAMAUCHI 7 o~ Ve
.—:,." I { | ' ;“ :"1 .- .
L,«.URLN MYLES C“ty Cfelk
i
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE
CITY OF ALHAMBRA
ORDINANCE NO, O2VI13-4636

NOTICE 18 HEREBY GIVEN that on December 9", 2013, the City Counci! of the City of Alhambra
adopted, after a public hearing, Ordinance No. 02M13-4636, entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL, AMENDING
THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY MODIFYING TITLE 20
THEREOF ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2014 LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE, TITLE 36, RESIDENTIAL CODE, WITH CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO

The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain ordinance of the County of
Los Angeles which adopted by reference California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2.5 - 2013
California Residential Code and which made amendments, additions, and deletions thereto. Therefore,
Ordinance No. O2M13-4636 amends the Alhambra Municipal Code by repealing therefrom Sections
20.07.010 and 20.07.020 and substituting new Sections in lieu thereof.

A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No. 02M13-4636 is available for review in the Office of the
City Clerk, City of Alhambra, 111 South First Street, Alhambra, California.

LAUREN MYLES, City Clerk

PUBLISH: December 13, 2013
POST: December 13, 2013
FILE NO. F2M13-52



ORIGINAL

ORDINANCE NO. 02M13-4640

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL
AMENDING THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY
MODIFYING TITLE 19 TREREQF AND ADOPTING BY
REFERENCE THE 29013 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, WITH
CERTAIN AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
THERETO

THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference the California Code
of Regulations, Title 24, Part 9 -2013 California Fire Code. Therefore, the Alhambra Municipal
Code is hereby amended by repealing Chapter 19.02 and substituting new Chapter 19.02 in lieu
thereof, all to read as follows:

TITLE 19
FIRE
CHAPTER 19.02
FIRE, CODE
Section 19.02.010 FIRE CODE ADMINISTRATION
SECTION 101 GENERAL

101.1- Title. Title XIX of the City of Alhambra Municipal Code shall be known as the Fire Code
of the City of Alhambra, may be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as “these
regulations” or “thesc building standards “or “this Code.”

101.2 Scope. This code establishes regulations affecting or relating to structures, processes.
premises and safeguards regarding:

1. The hazard of fire and explosion arising from the storage, handling or use of structurcs,
materials or devices;

2. Conditions hazardous to life, property or public welfare in the occupancy of structures or
premises;

3. Fire hazards in the structure or on the premises from occupancy or operation;

4, Matters related to the construction, extension, repair, alteration or removal of fire suppression
or alarm systems; and

5. Conditions affecting the safety of fire fighters and emergency responders during emergency
operations,

Alh fire code 19.02
Ord No 02M 13-4640



101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not apply uniess specifically adopted.

101.3 Intent, The purpose of this code is to establish the minimum requirements consistent with
nationally recognized good practice for providing a reasonable level of life safety and property
protection from the hazards of fire, explosion or dangerous conditions in new and existing
buildings, structures and premises, and to provide safety to fire fighters and cmergency
responders during emergency operations.

101.4 Severability. If a section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this code is, for any
reason, held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this code.

101.5 Validity. In the event any part or provision of this code is held to be illegal or void, this
shall not have the effect of making void or illegal any of the other parts or provisions hercof,
which are determined to be legal; and it shall be presumed that this code would have been
adopted without such illegal or invalid parts or provisions.

SECTION 102 APPLICABILITY

102.1 Construction and design provisions. The construction and design provisions of this code
shall apply to:

1. Structures, facilities and conditions arising after the adoption of this code.

2. Existing structures, facilities and conditions not legally in existence at the time of adoption of
this code,

3. Existing structures, facilities and conditions when required in Chapter 11,

4, Existing structures, facilities and conditions which, in the opinion of the fire code official,
constitute a distinct hazard to life or property.

102.2 Administrative, operational and maintenance provisions. The administrative,
operational and maintenance provisions of this code shall apply to:

1. Conditions and operations arising after the adoption of this code.

2. Existing conditions and operations.

102.3 Change of use or occupancy. No change shall be made in the use or occupancy of any
structure that would place the structure in a different division of the same group or occupancy or
in a different group of occupancies, unless such structure is made to comply with the
requirements of this code and the Building Code. Subject 1o the approval of the fire code official,
the use or occupancy of an existing structure shall be allowed to be changed and the structure is
allowed to be occupied for purposes in other groups without conforming to all of the
requirements of this code and the Building Code for those groups, provided the new or proposed
use is less hazardous, based on life and fire risk, than the existing use.

102.4 Application of building code. The design and construction of new structures shall comply
with the Building Code, and any altcrations, additions, changes in use or changes in structures
required by this code, which are within the scope of the Building Code, shall be made in
accordance therewith,

102.5 Application of residential code. Where structures are designed and constructed in
accordance with the Residential Code, the provisions of this code shall apply as follows:

1. Construction and design provisions: Provisions of this code pertaining to the exterior of the
structure shall apply including, but not limited to, premises identification, fire apparatus access
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and water supplies. Where interior or exterior systems or devices are installed, construction
permits required by Section 105.7 of this code shall also apply.

2. Administrative, operational and maintenance provisions:

All such provisions of this code shall apply.

102.6 Reserved

102.7 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and standards referenced in this code shall
be those that are lisied in Chapter 80, and such codes and standards shall be considered part of
the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such rcference and as further
regulated in Sections 102,7.1 and 102.7.2.

102.7.1 Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes
and standards, the provisions of this code shall apply,

102.7.2 Provisions in referenced codes and standards,

Where the extent of the reference to a referenced code or standard includes subject matter that is
within the scope of this code, the provisions of this code, as applicable, shall take precedence
over the provisions in the referenced code or standard.

102.8 Subjects not regulated by this code. Where no applicable standards or requirements arc
set forth in this code, or are contained within other laws, codes, regulations, ordinances or
bylaws adopted by the jurisdiction, compliance with applicable standards of the National Fire
Protection Association or other nationally recognized fire safety standards, as approved, shall be
deemed as prima facie evidence of compliance with the intent of this code, Nothing herein shall
derogate from the authority of the fire code official to determine compliance with codes or
standards for those activities or installations within the fire code official’s jurisdiction or
responsibility.

102.9 Matters not provided for. Requirements that are essential for the public safety of an
existing or proposed activity, building or structure, or for the safety of the occupants thereof,
which are not specifically provided for by this code, shall be determined by the fire code official.
102.10 Conflicting provisions. Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a
specific requirement, shall be applicable. Where, in a specific case, different sections of this code
specify different materials, methods of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive
shall govern.

102.11 Other laws, The provisions of this code shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of
local, state or federal law.

102.12 Application of references. References to chapter or section numbers, or to provisions
not specifically identified by number, shall be construed to refer to such chapter, section or
provision of this code.

SECTION 103 FIRE DEPARTMENT

103.1 General. There is hereby established the Fire Department under the direction of the fire
code official. The function of the department shall be the implementation, administration and
enforcement of the provisions of this code.

103.2 Appointment. The fire code official shall be appointed by the chief appointing authority
of the jurisdiction;

103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this jurisdiction and with the
concurrence of the appointing authority, the fire code official shall have the authority to appoint
a deputy fire code official, other related technical officers, inspectors and other employees,

103.4 Liability. The fire code official, member of the board of appeals, officer or employee
charged with the enforcement of this code, while acting for the jurisdiction, in good faith and
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without malice in the discharge of the duties required by this code or other pertinent law or
ordinance, shall not thereby be rendered liable personally, and is hereby relieved from all
personal liability for any damage accruing to persons or property as a result of an act or by
reason of an act or omission in the discharge of official duties.

103.4.1 Legal defense. Any suit instituted against any officer or employee because of an act
performed by that officer or employee in the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions
of this code shall be defended by the legal representative of the jurisdiction until the final
termination of the proceedings. The fire code official or any subordinate shall not be liable for
costs in an action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code;
and any officer of the department of fire prevention, acting in good faith and without malice,
shall be free from liability for acts performed under any of its provisions or by reason of any act
or omission in the performance of official duties in connection therewith.

SECTION 104 GENERAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES

104.1 General. The fire code official is hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of this code
and shall have the authority (o render interpretations of this code, and to adopt policies,
procedures, rules and regulations in order to clarify the application of its provisions. Such
interpretations, policies, procedures, rules and regulations shall be in compliance with the intent
and purpose of this code and shall not have the effect of waiving requirements specifically
provided for in this code,

104.2 Applications and permits. The fire code official is authorized o receive applications,
review construction documents and issue permits for construction regulated by this code, issue
permits for operations regulated by this code, inspect the premises for which such permits have
been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of this code.

104.3 Right of emtry. Whenever it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions
of this code, or whenever the fire code official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in
a building or upon any premises any conditions or violations of this code which make the
building or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the fire code official shall have the
authority to enter the building or premises at all reasonable times to inspect or to perform the
duties imposed upon the fire code official by this code. If such building or premises is occupied,
the fire code official shall present credentials to the occupant and request entry. If such building
or premises is unoccupied, the fire code official shall first make a reasonable effort (o locate the
owner or other person having charge or control of the building or premises and request entry, If
entry is refused, the fire code official has recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure
entry,

104.3.1 Warrant, When the fire code official has first obtained a proper inspection warrant or
other remedy provided by law to secure entry, an owner or occupant or person having charge.
care or control of the building or premises shall not fail or neglect, afler proper request is made
as herein provided, to permit entry therein by the fire code official for the purpose of inspection
and examination pursuant to this code.

104.4 Reserved.

104.5 Notices and orders, The fire code official is authorized to issue such notices or orders as
are required to affect compliance with this code in accordance with Sections 109.1 and 109.2.
104.6 Reserved,
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104.7 Approved materials and equipment. All materials, equipment and devices approved by
the fire code official shall be constructed and installed in accordance with such approval.
104.7.1 Material and equipment reuse. Materials, equipment and devices shall not be reused or
reinstalled unless such elements have been reconditioned, tested and placed in good and proper
working condition and approved.

104.7.2 Technical assistance. To determine the acceptability of technologies, processes,
products, facilities, materials and uses attending the design, operation or use of a building or
premises subject to inspection by the fire code official, the fire code official is authorized to
require the owner or agent to provide, without charge to the jurisdiction, a technical opinion and
report. The opinion and report shall be prepared by a qualified engineer, specialist, laboratory or
fire safety specialty organization acceptable to the fire code official and shall analyze the fire
safety properties of the design, operation or use of the building or premises and the facilities and
appurtenances situated thereon, to recommend necessary changes, The fire code official is
authorized to require design submittals to be prepared by, and bear the stamp of, a registered
design professional.

104.8 Modifications. Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the
provisions of this code, the fire code official shall have the authority to grant modifications

for individual cases, provided the fire code official shall first find that special individual reason
makes the strict letter of this code impractical and the modification is in compliance with the
intent and purpose of this code and that such modification does not lessen health, life and fire
safety requirements. The details of action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in
the files of the fire department.

104.9 Alternative materials and methods. The provisions of this code are not intended to
prevent the installation of any material or to prohibit any method of construction not specifically
prescribed by this code, provided that any such alternative has been approved. The fire code
official is authorized to approve an alternative material or method of construction where the fire
code official finds that the proposcd design is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the
provisions of this code, and that the material, method or work offered is, for the purpose
intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this code in quality, strength, effectiveness,
fire resistance, durability and safety,

104.9.1 Research reports. Supporting data, when necessary to assist in the approval of materials
or assemblies not specifically provided for in this code, shall consist of valid research reports
from approved sources.

104.9.2 Tests. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of this
code, or evidence that a material or method does not conform to the requirements of this code, or
in order to substantiate claims for alternative materials or methods, the fire code official shall
have the authority to require tests as evidence of compliance to be made at no expensc to the
Jurisdiction. Test methods shall be as specificd in this code or by other recognized test standards.
In the absence of recognized and accepted test methods, the fire code official shall approve the
testing procedures. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency. Reports of such tests shall
be retained by the fire code official for the period required for retention of public records.
104.10 Fire investigations. The fire code official, the fire department or other responsible
authority shall have the authority to investigate the cause, origin and circumstances of any firc.
explosion or other hazardous condition. Information that could be related 1o trade secrets or
processes shall not be made part of the public record, except as directed by a court of law.
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104.10.1 Assistance from other agencies. Police and other enforcement agencies shall have
authority to render necessary assistance in the investigation of fires when requested to do so.
104.10.2 - Police powers. The fire code official shall have the powers of police officers in
performing their duties under this Code, in accord with California Penal Code Section 832.
When requested to do so by the fire code official, the chief of police of the jurisdiction is
authorized to assign such available police officers as necessary to assist the fire code official in
enforcing the provisions of this code.

104.11 Authority at fires and other emergencies. The fire chief or officer of the fire
department in charge at the scene of a fire or other emergency involving the protection of life or
property, or any part thereof, shall have the authority to direct such operation as necessary to
extinguish or control any fire, perform any rescue operation, investigate the existence of
suspected or reported fires, gas leaks or other hazardous conditions or situations, or take any
other action necessary in the reasonable performance of duty. In the exercise of such power, the
fire chiel is authorized to prohibit any person, vehicle, vessel or thing from approaching the
scene, and is authorized to remove, or cause to be removed or kept away from the scene, any
vehicle, vessel or thing which could impede or interfere with the operations of the fire
department and, in the judgment of the fire chief, any person not actually and usefully employed
in the extinguishing of such fire or in the preservation of property in the vicinity thereof.
104.11.1 Barricades. The fire chief or officer of the fire department in charge at the scene of an
emergency is authorized to place ropes, guards, barricades or other obstructions across any street,
alley, place or private property in the vicinity of such operation so as to prevent accidents or
interference with the lawful efforts of the fire department to manage and contro! the situation and
to handle fire apparatus.

104.11.2 Obstructing operations. No person shall obstruct the operations of the fire department
in connection with extinguishment or control of any fire, or actions relative to other emergencies,
or disobey any lawful command charge of the emergency, or any part thereof, or any lawful
order of a police officer assisting the fire department,

104.11.3 Systems and devices. No person shall render a system or device inoperative during an
emergency unless by direction of the fire chief or fire department official in charge of the
incident.

SECTION 105 PERMITS

105.1 General. Permits shall be in accordance with Scctions 105.1.1 through 105.7.16.
105.1.1 Permits required. Any property owner or authorized agent who intends to conduct an
operation or business, or install or modify systems and equipment which is regulated by this
codc, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application to the fire code official
and obtain the required permit.

105.1.2 Types of permits. There shall be two types of permits as follows:

1. Operational permit. An operational permit allows the applicant 1o conduct an operation or a
business for which a permit is required by Section 105.6 for either:

1.1. A prescribed period.

1.2. Until renewed or revoked.

2, Construction permit. A construction permit allows the applicant to install or modify systems
and equipment for which a permit is required by Section 105.7.
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105.1.3. All plan review and permit fees shall be as adopted by separate resolution and/or
ordinance. Plan checking fees shall be paid at the time of plan review submittal, Permit fees shall
be paid at the time of permit issuance.

105.2 Application. Application for a permit required by this code shall be made to the fire code
official in such form and detail as prescribed by the fire code official, Applications for permits
shall be accompanied by such plans as prescribed by the fire code official.

105.2.1 Refusal to issue permit. If the application for a permit describes a use that does not
conform to the requircments of this code and other pertinent laws and ordinances, the fire code
official shall not issue a permit, but shall return the application to the applicant with the refusal to
issue such permit. Such refusal shall, when requested, be in writing and shall contain the reasons
for refusal,

105.2.2 Inspection authorized. Before a new operational permit is approved, the fire code
official is authorized to inspect the receptacles, vehicles, buildings, devices, premises, storage
spaces or areas to be used to determine compliance with this code or any operational constraints
required.

105.2.3 Time limitation of application.

An application for a permit for any proposed work or operation shall be deemed 1o have been
abandoned one year after the date of filing, unless such application has been diligently
prosecuted or a permit shall have been issued.

When requested in writing by the applicant prior to or not more than 90 days after the expiration of application,
the fire official may extend the time for action by the applicant. The time for action by the applicant shall not be
extended beyond the effective date of a more current Code. Additional hourly fecs for plan review shall also be
paid 1o the fire official for cnforcement of any requirements which were subsequently amended to the Code in
effect at the time the plan check extension is requested.

Once an application and any extcnsion thereof has expired, the applicant shall submit a new application and pay a
new application fee.

105.3 Conditions of a permit. A permit shall constitute permission to maintain, store or handlc
materials; or to conduct processes which produce conditions hazardous to life or property; or to

install equipment utilized in connection with such activities; or to install or modify any fire

protection system or equipment or any other construction, equipment installation or modification

in accordance with the provisions of this code where a permit is required by Section 105.6 or

105.7. Such permission shall not be construed as authority to violate, cancel or set aside any of

the provisions of this code or other applicable regulations or laws of the jurisdiction.

105.3.1 Expiration of Permit. An operational permit shall remain in effect until reissued,
renewed, or revoked or for such a period of time as specificd in the permit, Construction permits
issued by the fire official under the provisions of this Code shall expire automatically by
limitation and become null and void one year after the date of the last required inspection
approval by the fire official, or if work authorized by such permit is not commenced within one
year from the issuance date of such permit. Before such work can be commenced or
recommenced, a new permit shall be first obtained.

Supplementary permit(s) shall not expire so long as the associated building permit remains

active.
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Where a new permit is issued to complete work previously started under an expired permit, no
permit fees, except for issuance fees, will be collected provided;

1) That no changes have been made or will be made in the original plans and calculations for
such work;

2)The Codes in effect on the issuance date of the new permit are the same as were in effect on
the date the expired permit was issued; and

3) That the duration of time from the date of expired permit issuance or last required inspection
approval, whichever occurred last, has not exceeded 180 days, Permit fees, in addition to
issuance fees, for the remaining work shall be collected for all permits that do not meet the
preceding criteria,

All work to be performed under the new permit must be done in accordance with the Code in
effect on the date of issuance of the new permit.

105.3.2 Reserved.

105.3.3 Occupancy prohibited before approval, The building or structure shall not be
occupied prior to the fire code official issuing a permit and conducting associated inspections
indicating the applicable provisions of this code have been met,

105.3.4 Conditional permits, Where permits are required and upon the request of a permit
applicant, the fire code official is authorized to issue a conditional permit to occupy the premiscs
or portion thereof before the entire work or operations on the premises is completed, provided
that such portion or portions will be occupied safely prior to full completion or installation of
equipment and operations without endangering life or public welfare. The fire code official shall
notify the permit applicant in writing of any limitations or restrictions necessary to keep the
permit area safe. The holder of a conditional permit shall proceed only to the point for which
approval has been given, at the permit holder’s own risk and without assurance that approval for
the occupancy or the utilization of the entire premises, equipment or operations will be granted.
105.3.5 Posting the permit. Issued permits shall be kept on the premises designated therein at
all times and shall be readily available for inspection by the fire code official.

105.3.6 Compliarce with code. The issuance or granting of a permit shall not be construed to be
a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this code or of any other
ordinance of the jurisdiction. Permits presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the
provisions of this code or other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid. The issuance of a
permit based on construction documents and other data shall not prevent the fire code official
from requiring the correction of errors in the construction documents and other data. Any
addition to or alteration of approved construction documents shall be approved in advance by the
fire code official, as evidenced by the issuance of a new or amended permit.

105.3.7 Information on the permit. The fire code official shall issue all permits required by this
code on an approved form furnished for that purpose. The permit shall contain a general
description of the operation or occupancy and its location and any other information required

by the fire code official. Issued permits shall bear the signature of the fire code official or other
approved legal authorization.

105.3.8 Validity of permit. The issuance or granting of a permit shall not be construed to be a
permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this code or of any other
ordinances of the jurisdiction. Permits presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the
provisions of this code or other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid. The issuance of a
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permit based on construction documents, operational documents and other data shall not prevent
the fire code official from requiring correction of errors in the documents or other data.

105.4 Construction documents. Construction documents shall be in accordance with this
section.

105.4.1 Submittals. Construction documents and supporting data shall be submitted with each
application for a permit and in such form and detail as required by the firc code official.

The construction documents shall be prepared by a registered or certified professional when
required by the California Business and Professions Code.

Exception: The fire code official is authorized to waive the submission of construction
documents and supporting data not required to be prepared by a registered design professional if
it is found that the nature of the work applied for is such that review of construction documents is
not necessary to obtain compliance with this code.

105.4.1.1 Examination of documents. The fire code official shall examine or cause to be
examined the accompanying construction documents and shall ascertain by such examinations
whether the work indicated and described is in accordance with the requirements of this code.
105.4.2 Information on construction documents. Construction documents shall be drawn to
scale upon suitable material, Electronic media documents are allowed to be submitted when
approved by the fire code official. Construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to
indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that it will
conform to the provisions of this code and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations as
determined by the fire code official.

105.4.2.1 Fire protection system shop drawings. Shop drawings for the fire protection
systemn(s) shall be submitted to indicate compliance with this code and the construction
documents, and shall be approved prior to the start of installation. Shop drawings shall contain
all information as required by the referenced installation standards in Chapter 9.

105.4.3 Applicant responsibility. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to ensurc that the
construction documents include all of the fire protection requirements and the shop drawings are
complele and in compliance with the applicable codes and standards,

105.4.4 Approved documents. Construction documents approved by the fire code official are
approved with the intent that such construction documents comply in all respects with this code.
Review and approval by the fire code official shall not relieve the applicant of the responsibility
of compliance with this code.

105.4.4.1 Phased approval, The fire code official is authorized to issue a permit for the
construction of part of a structure, system or operation before the construction documents for the
whole structure, system or operation have been submitted, provided that adequate information
and detailed statements have been filed complying with pertinent requirements of this code.

The holder of such permit for parts of a structure, system or operation shall proceed at the
holder’s own risk with the building operation and without assurance that a permit for the entire
structure, system or operation will be granted.

105.4.5 Corrected documents. Where field conditions necessitate any substantial change from
the approved construction documents, the fire code official shall have the authority to require the
corrected construction documents to be submitted for approval.

105.4.6 Retention of construction documents. One set of approved plans, calculations and reports shall be
retained by the fire code official. Except as required by Section 19850 of the Health and Safety Code, the fire
code official shall retain such set of the approved plans, calculations and reports for a period of not less than 90
days from date of completion of the work covered therein.

9
Alh fire code 19.02
Ord No O2M13-4640




105.5 Revocation. The fire code official is authorized to revoke a permit issued under the
provisions of this code when it is found by inspection or otherwise that there has been a false
statement or mistepresentation as to the material facts in the application or construction
documents on which the permit or approval was based including, but not limited to, any one of
the following;

1. The permit is used for a location or establishment other than that for which it was issued.

2. The permit is used for a condition or activity other than that listed in the permit.

3. Conditions and limitations set forth in the permit have been violated.

4. There have been any false statements or misrepresentations as to the material fact in the
application for permit or plans submitted or a condition of the permit.

5. The permit is used by a different person or firm than the name for which it was issucd.

6. The permittee failed, refused or neglected to comply with orders or notices duly served in
accordance with the provisions of this code within the time provided therein.

7. The permit was issued in error or in violation of an ordinance, regulation or this code.

105.6 Required operational permits. The firc code official is authorized to issue operational
permits for the operations set forth in Sections 105.6.1 through 105.6.46.

105.6.1 Acrosol products. An operational permit is required 1o manufacture, store or handle an
aggregatc quantity of Level 2 or Level 3 aerosol products in excess of 500 pounds (227 kg) net
weight.

105.6.2 Amusement buildings. An operational permit is required to operate a special
amusement building,

105.6.3 Rescrved.

105.6.4 Carnivals and fairs. An operational permit is required to conduct a carnival or fair.
105.6.5 Cellulose nitrate film. An operational permit is required to store, handle or use cellulose
nitrate film in a Group A occupancy.

105.6.6 Combustible dust-producing operations. An operational permit is required to operate a
grain elevator, flour starch mill, feed mill, or a plant pulverizing aluminum, coal, cocoa,
magnesium, spices or sugar, or other operations producing combustible dusts as defined in
Chapter 2.

105.6.7 Combustible fibers. An operational permit is required for the storage and handling of
combustible fibers in quantities greater than 100 cubic feet (2.8 m3).

Exception: A permit is not required for agricultural storage.

105.6.8 Compressed gases. An operational permit is required for the storage, use or handling at
normal temperature and pressure (NTP) of compressed gases in excess of the amounts listed in
Table 105.6.8.

Exception: Vehicles equipped for and using compressed gas as a {uel for propelling the vehicle.
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TABLE 105.6.8
PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR COMPRESSED GASES

TYPE OF GAS AMOUNT AMOUNT
(cubic feet at NTP)

Corrosive 200
Flammable (except cryogenic fluids and 200
liquefied petroleum gases
Highly toxic Any Amount
Inert and simple asphyxiant 6,000
Oxidizing (including oxygen) 504
Pyrophoric Any Amount
Toxic Any Amount

For SI: 1 cubic foot = 0.02832 m3

105.6.9 Covered and open mall buildings. An operational permit is required for;

1. The placement of retail fixtures and displays, concession equipment, displays of highly
combustible goods and similar items in the mall.

2. The display of liquid- or gas-fired equipment in the mall.

3. The use of open-flame or flame-producing equipment in the mall.

105.6.10 Cryogenic fluids. An operational permit is required to produce, store, transport on site,
use, handle or dispense cryogenic fluids in excess of the amounts listed in Table 105.6.10.
Exception: Permits are not required for vehicles equipped for and using cryogenic fluids as a
fuel for propelling the vehicle or for refrigerating the lading.

TABLE 105.6.10
PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR CRYOGENIC FLUIDS
TYPE OF CRYOGENIC FLUID | INSIDE BUILDING OUTSIDE BUILDING
(gallons) (gallons) 3
Flammable More than 1 60
Inert 60 500
Oxidizing (includes oxygen) 10 50
Physical or health hazard not Any Amount Any Amount
indicated above

For SI: 1 gallon=3,785 L.

105.6.11 Cutting and welding. An operational permit is required to conduct cutting or welding
operations within the jurisdiction,

105.6.12 Dry cleaning. An operational permit is required to engage in the business of dry
cleaning or to change to a more hazardous cleaning solvent used in existing dry cleaning
cquipment.

105.6.13 Exhibits and trade shows. An operational permit is required to operate exhibits and
trade shows.
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105.6.14 Explosives. An operational permit is required for the manufacture, storage, handling,
sale or use of any quantity of explosives, explosive materials, fireworks or pyrotechnic special
cffects within the scope of Chapter 56.
Exception: Storage in Group R-3 occupancies of smokeless propellant, black powder and small
arms primers for personal use, not for resale and in accordance with Section 5606.
105.6.15 Reserved.
105.6.16 Flammable and combustible liquids. An operational permit is required:
1. To use or operate a pipeline for the transportation within facilities of flammable or
combustible liguids, This requirement shall not apply to the offsite transportation in
pipelines regulated by the Department of Transpertation (DOTn) nor does it apply to
piping systems.
2. To store, handlc or usc Class I liquids in excess of 5 gallons (19 L) in a building or in
excess of 10 gallons (37.9 L) outside ol a building, except that a permit is not required for
the following:
2.1. The storage or use of Class I liquids in the fuel tank of a motor vehicle,
aircraft, motorboat, mobile power plant or mobile heating plant, unless such
storage, in the opinion of the fire codc official, would cause an unsafe condition.

2.2. The storage or use of paints, oils, varnishes or similar flammable mixtures
when such liquids are stored for maintenance, painting or similar purposes for a
period of not more than 30 days.
3. To store, handle or use Class II or Class IIIA liquids in excess of 25 gallons (95 L) ina
building or in excess of 60 gallons (227 L) outside a building, except for fuel oil used in
connection with oil burning equipment,
4. To store, handle or use Class IIIB liquids in tanks or portable tanks for fueling motor
vehicles at motor fuel-dispensing facilities or where connected to fuel-burning
equipment.
Exception: Fuel oil and used motor oil used for space heating or water heating,
5. To remove Class I or [I liquids from an underground storage tank used for fueling
motor vehicles by any mcans other than the approved, stationary on-site pumps normally
used for dispensing purposes.
6. To operate tank vehicles, equipment, tanks, plants, terminals, wells, fuel-dispensing
stations, refineries, distilleries and similar facilities where flammable and combustible
liquids are produced, processed, transported, stored, dispensed or used.
7. To place temporarily out of service (for more than 90 days) an underground, protected
above-ground or above-ground flammable or combustible liquid tank.
8. To change the type of contents stored in a flammable or combustible liquid tank to a
material that poses a greater hazard than that for which the tank was designed and
constructed.
9. To manufacture, process, blend or refine flammable or combustible liquids.
10. To cngage in the dispensing of liquid fuels into the fuel tanks of motor vehicles at
commercial, industrial, governmental or manufacturing establishments.
11. To utilize a site for the dispensing of liquid fuels from tank vehicles into the fuel
tanks of motor vehicles, marine craft and other special equipment at commerecial,
industrial, governmental or manufacturing establishments.
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105.6.17 Floor finishing., An operational permit is required for floor finishing or surfacing
operations exceeding 350 square feet (33 m2) using Class I or Class I liguids.
105.6.18 Fruit and crop ripening. An operational permit is required to operate a fruit- or crop-
ripening facility or conduct a fruit-ripening process using ethyiene gas.
105.6.19 Fumigation and insecticidal fogging. An operational permit is required to operate a
business of fumigation or insecticidal fogging, and to maintain a room, vault or chamber in
which a toxic or flammable fumigant is used.
105.6.20 Hazardous materials. An operational permit is required to store, transport on site,
dispense, use or handle hazardous materials in excess of the amounts listed in Table 105.6.20.
105.6.21 HPM facilities. An operational permit is required to store, handle or use hazardous
production materials.
105.6.22 High-~piled storage. An operational permit is required to use a building or portion
thereof as a highpiled storage area exceeding 500 square feet (46 m2).
105.6.23 Hot work operations, An operational permit is required for hot work including, but not
limited to:
1. Public exhibitions and demonstrations where hot work is conducted.
2. Use of portable hot work equipment inside a structure.
Exception: Work that is conducted under a construction permit.
3. Fixed-site hot work equipment, such as welding booths,
4. Hot work conducted within a wildfire risk area,
5. Application of roof coverings with the use of an open-flame device.
6. When approved, the fire code official shall issue a permit to carry out a hot work
program. This program allows approved personnel to regulate their facility’s hot work
operations. The approved personnel shall be trained in the fire safety aspects denoted
in this chapter and shall be responsible for issuing permits requiring compliance with the
requirements found in this Code. These permits shall be issued only to their cmployees or
hot work operations under their supervision,
105.6.24 Industrial ovens. An operational permit is required for operation of industrial ovens
regulated by this Code.
105.6.25 Lumber yards and woodworking plants.
An operational permit is required for the storage or processing of lumber exceeding 100,000
board feet (8,333 ft3) (236 m3).
105.6.26 Liquid- or gas-fueled vehicies or equipment in assembly buildings. An operational
permit is required to display, operate or demonstrate liquid- or gas fueled vehicles or equipment
in assembly buildings.
105.6.27 LP-gas. An operational permit is required for:
1. Storage and use of LP-gas.
Exception: A permil is not required for individual containers with a 500-gallon (1893 [.)
water capacity or less or multiple container systems having an aggregate
quantity not exceeding 500 gallons (1893 L), serving occupancies in Group R-3.
2. Operation of cargo tankers that transport LP-gas.

TABLE 105.6.20
PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR HAZARDQUS MATERIALS

| TYPE OF MATERIAL - | AMOUNT ]

13

Alh fire code 19.02
Ord No O2M13-4640



Combustible liquids See Section 105.6.16
Corrosive materials
Gases See Section 105.6.8
Liquids 55 gallons
Solids 500 pounds
Explosive materials Sce Section 105.6.14
Flammable materials
Gases See Section 105.6.8
Liguids Any Amount
Sclids L | Any Amount
Highly toxic materials
Gases See Section 105.6.8
Liquids Any Amount
Solids Any Amount
Oxidizing materials
Gases See Section 105.6.8
Liquids

Class 4 Any Amount

Class 3 1 gallon®

Class 2 10 galions

Class 1 55 galons
Solids

Class 4 Any Amount

Class 3 10 pounds®

Class 2 100 pounds

Class 1 500 pounds
Organic peroxides
Liquids

Class 1 Any Amount

Class 2 Any Amount

Class 3 1 gallon

Class 4 2 gallons

Class 5 No Permit Required
Solids

Class 1 Any Amount

Class 2 Any Amount

Class 3 10 pounds

Class 4 20 pounds

Class 5 No Permit Required
Pyrophoric materials
Gases Any Amount
Liquids Any Amount
Solids Any Amount
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Toxic materials
Gases See Section 105.6.8
Liquids 10 pounds
Solids 100 pounds
Unstable (reactive) materials
Liquids
Class 4 Any Amount
Class 3 Any Amount
Class 2 § gallons
Class 1 10 gallons
Solids
Class 4 Any Amount
Class 3 Any Amount
Class 2 50 pounds
Class 1 100 pounds
Water reactive materials
Liquids
Class 3 Any Amount
Class 2 5 gallons
Class 1 55 gallens
Solids
Class 3 Any Amount
Class 2 50 pounds
Class 1 500 pounds

For SI: I gallon =3.785 L, | pound = 0.454 kg.

a. 20 gallons when Table 5003.1.1(1) Note k applies and hazard identification signs in accordance with Scetion
5003.5 are provided for quantities of 20 gallons or less,

b. 200 pounds when Table 5003.1.1(1) Note k applies and hazard identification signs in accordance with Section
5003.5 are provided for quantities of 200 pounds or less,

105.6.28 Magnesium. An operational permit is required to melt, cast, heat treat or grind more
than 10 pounds (4.54 kg) of magnesium.

105.6.29 Miscellaneous combustible storage. An operational permit is required to store in any
building or upon any premises in excess of 2,500 cubic feet (71 m3) gross volume of
combustible empty packing cases, boxes, barrels or similar containers, rubber tires, rubber, cork
or similar combustible material.

105.6.30 Open burning, An operational permit is required for the kindling or maintaining ol an
open firc or a fire on any public street, alley, road, or other public or private ground. Instructions
and stipulations of the permit shall be adhered to.

Exception: Recreational fires.

105.6.31 Open flames and torches. An operational permit is required to remove paint with a
torch; or to use a torch or open-flame device in a wildfire risk area.
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105.6.32 Open flames and candles. An operational permit is required to use open flames or
candles in connection with assembly areas. dining areas of restaurants or drinking
establishments.
105.6.33 Organic coatings. An operational permit is required for any organic-coating
manufacturing operation producing more than 1 gallon (4 L) of an organic coating in one day.
105.6.34 Places of assembly. An operational permit is required to operate a place of assembly.
105.6.35 Reserved.
105.6.36 Pyrotechnic special effects material. An operational permit is required for use and
handling of pyrotechnic special effects material,
105.6.37 Pyroxylin plastics. An operational permit is required for storage or handling of more
than 25 pounds (11 kg) of cellulose nitrate (pyroxylin) plastics, and for the assembly or
manufacture of articles involving pyroxylin plastics,
105.6.38 Refrigeration equipment. An operational permit is required to operatc a mechanical
refrigeration unit or system regulated by Chapter 6.
105.6.39 Repair garages and motor fuel-dispensing facilities. An operational permit is
required for operation of repair garages, and automotive, marine and fleet motor fuel-dispensing
facilities.
105.6.40 Reserved
105.6.41 Spraying er dipping. An operational permit is required to conduct a spraying or
dipping operation utilizing flammable or combustible liquids, or the application of combustible
powders regulated by Chapter 24.
105.6.42 Storage of scrap tires and tire byproducts. An operational permit is required to
establish, conduct or maintain storage of scrap tires and tire byproducts that exceeds 2,500 cubic
feet (71 m3) of total volume of scrap tires, and for indoor storage of tires and lire byproducts.
105.6.43 Temporary membrane structures and tents, An operational permit is required to
opcrate an air supported temporary membrane structure or a tent having an arca in excess of 400
square feet (37 m2),
Exceptions:
1. Tents used exclusively for recreational camping purposes.
2. Tents open on all sides, which comply with all of the following:
2.1. Individual tents having a maximum size of 700 square feet (65 m2).
2.2. The aggregate area of multiple tents placed side by side without a fire break
clearance of not less than 12 feet (3658 mm) shall not exceed 700 square feet (65 m2)
total.
2.3. A minimum clearance of 12 fect (3658 mm) to structures and other tents shall be
provided.
105.6.44 Tire-rcbuilding plants. An operational permit is required for the operation and
maintenance of a tirerebuilding plant.
105.6.45 Reserved,
105.6.46 Reserved.
105.6.47 Additional permits, In addition to the permits required by Section 105,6, the following
permits shall be obtained from Fire Department prior to engaging in the following activitics,
operations, practices or functions:
1. Production facilities, To change use or occupancy, or allow the attendance of a live
audience, or for wrap parties.
2, Pyrotechnics and special effects. To use pyrotechnic special effects, open flame, use
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of flammable or combustible liquids and gases, welding, and the parking of motor
vehicles in any building or location used for the purpose of motion picture, television and
commercial production.
3. Live audiences. To install seating arrangements for live audiences in approved
production facilities, production studios and sound stages,
105.7 Required construction permits. The fire code official is authorized to issue construction
permits for work as set forth in Sections 105.7.1 through 105.7.16.
105.7.1 Automatic fire-extinguishing systems, A construction permit is required for installation
of or modification tc an automatic fire-extinguishing system. Maintenance performed in
accordance with this code is not considered a modification and does not require a permit.
105.7.2 Battery systems. A permit is required to install stationary storage battery systems
having a liquid capacity of more than 50 gallons (189 L).
105.7.3 Compressed gases. When the compressed gases in use or storage exceed the amounts
listed in Table 105.6.8, a construction permit is required to install, repair damage to, abandon,
remove, place temporarily out of service, or close or substantially modify a compressed gas
system.
Exceptions:
1. Routine maintenance,
2. For emergency repair work performed on an emergency basis, application for permit
shall be made within the next working days of commencement of work.
105.7.4 Cryogenic fluids. A construction permit is required for installation of or alteration to
outdoor stationary cryogenic fluid storage systems where the system capacity exceeds the
amounts listed in Table 105.6.10. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not
considered an alteration and does not require a construction permit,
105.7.5 Emergency responder radio coverage system, A construction permit is required for
installation of or modification to emergency responder radio coverage systems and related
equipment. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a
modification and does not require a permit.
105.7.6 Firc alarm and detection systems and related equipment. A construction permit is
required for installation of or modification to fire alarm and detection systems and related
equipment. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a
modification and does not require a permit.
105.7.7 Fire pumps and related equipment. A construction permit is required for installation
of or modification to fire pumps and related fuel tanks, jockey pumps, controllers and generators.
Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a modification and docs
not require a permit,
105.7.8 Flammable and combustible liquids. A construction permit is required:
1. To install. repair or modify a pipeline for the transportation of flammable or
combustible liquids.
2. To install, construct or alter tank vehicles, equipment, tanks, plants, terminals, wells,
luel-dispensing stations, refineries, distilleries and similar facilities where flammable and
combustible liquids are produced, processed, transported, stored, dispensed or used.
3. To install, alter, remove, abandon or otherwise dispose of a flammable or combustible
liquid tank.
105.7.9 Hazardous materials. A construction permit is required to install, repair damage to,
abandon, remove, place temporarily out of service, or close or substantially modify a storage
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facility or other area regulated by Chapter 50 when the hazardous materials in use or storage
exceed the amounts listed in Table 105.6.20.
Exceptions:
I. Routine maintenance.
2. For emergency repair work performed on an emergency basis, application for permit
shall be made within two working days of commencement of work.
105.7.10 Industrial ovens. A construction permit is required for installation of industrial ovens
covered by Chapter 30.
Exceptions:
1. Routine maintenance,
2. Tor repair work performed on an emergency basis, application for permit shall be made
within the next business day of commencement of work.
105.7.11 LP-gas. A construction permit is required for installation of or modification to an LP-
gas system.
105.7.12 Private fire hydrants. A construction permit is required for the installation or
modification of private fire hydrants,
105.7.13 Solar photoveltaic power systems. A construction permit is required to install or
modify solar photovoltaic power systems,
105.7.14 Spraying or dipping. A construction permit is required to install or modify a spray
room, dip tank or booth.
105.7.15 Standpipe systems. A construction permit is required for the installation, modification
or removal from service of a standpipe system. Maintenance performed in accordance with this
code is not considered a medification and does not require a permit,
105.7.16 Temporary membrane structures and tents. A construction permit is required to
erect an air-supported temporary membrane structure or a tent having an area in excess of 400
squarc feet (37 m2).
Exceptions:
1. Tents used exclusively for recreational camping purposes.
2. Funeral tents and curtains, or extensions attached thereto, when used for funeral
services,
3. Tents and awnings open on all sides, which comply with all of the following:
3.1. Individual tents shall have a maximum size of 700 square feet (65 m2).
3.2. The aggregate area of multiple tents placed side by side without a fire break
clearance of not less than 12 feet (3658 mm) shall not exceed 700 square feet (65 m2)
total.
3.3. A minimum clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm) to structures and other tents shall be
maintained,

SECTION 106 INSPECTIONS

106.1 Inspection authority. The fire code official is authorized to enter and examine any
building, structure, marine vessel, vehicle or premises in accordance with Section 104.3 for the
purpose of enforcing this code,

106.2 Inspections. The fire code official is authorized to conduct such inspections as are deemed
necessary to determine the extent of compliance with the provisions of this code and to approve
reports of inspection by approved agencies or individuals. All reports of such inspections shall be
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prepared and submitted in writing for review and approval. Inspection reports shall be certified
by a responsible officer of such approved agency or by the responsible individual. The fire code
official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as deemed nccessary to report upon unusual,
detailed or complex technical issues subject to the approval of the governing body,

106.2.1 Inspection requests. It shali be the duty of the holder of the permit or their duly
authorized agent to notify the fire code official when work is ready for inspection. It shall be the
duty of the permit holder to provide access to and means for inspections of such work that are
required by this code.

106.2.2 Approval required, Work shall not be done beyond the point indicated in each
successive inspection without first obtaining the approval of the fire code official. The fire code
official, upon notification, shall make the requested inspections and shall either indicate the
portion of the construction that is satisfactory as completed, or notify the permit holder or his or
her agent wherein the same fails to comply with this code. Any portions that do not comply shall
be correcled, and such portion shall not be covered or concealed until authorized by the fire code
official.

106.3 Concealed work. It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain
accessible and exposed for inspection purposes, Whenever any installation subject to inspection
prior to usc is covered or concealed without having first been inspected, the fire code official
shall have the authority to require that such work be exposed for inspection, Neither the fire code
official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of
any material required to allow inspection.

106.4 Approvals. Approval as the result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an
approval of a violation of the provisions of this code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction,
Inspections presuming to give authority to violate or cancel provisions of this code or of other
ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid.

SECTION 107 MAINTENANCE

107.1 Maintenance of safeguards. Whenever or wherever any device, equipment, system,
condition, arrangement, level of protection, or any other feature is required for compliance

with the provisions of this code, or otherwise installed, such device, equipment, system,
condition, arrangement, level of protection, or other feature shall thercafter be continuously
maintained in accordance with this code and applicable referenced standards,

107.2 Testing and operation. Equipment requiring periodic testing or opcration to ensure
maintenance shall be tested or operated as specified in this code.

107.2.1 Test and inspection records. Required test and inspection records shall be available to
the fire code official at all times or such records as the fire code official designates shall be filed
with the fire code official,

107.2.2 Reinspection and testing, Where any work or installation does not pass an initial test or
inspection, the necessary corrections shall be made so as to achicve compliance with this code.
The work or installation shall then be resubmitted to the fire code official for inspection and
testing.

107.3 Supervision. Maintenance and testing shall be under the supervision of a responsible
person who shall ensure that such maintenance and testing are conducted at specified intervals in
accordance with this code.

107.4 Rendering equipment inoperable. Portable or fixed fire-extinguishing systems or
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devices, and fire-warning systems, shall not be rendered inoperative or inaccessible, except as
necessary during emergencies, maintenance, repairs, alterations, drills or prescribed testing.
107.5 Overcrowding. Overcrowding or admittance of any person beyond the approved capacity
of a building or a portion thereof shall not be allowed. The fire code official, upon finding any
overcrowding conditions or obstructions in aisles, passageways or other means of €gress, or upon
finding any condition which constitutes a life safety hazard, shall be authorized to cause the
event 1o be stopped until such condition or obstruction is corrected.

SECTION 108 BOARD OQF APPEALS

108.1 Technical Interpretations Appeal Board. An applicant may appeal to the Technical
Interpretations Appeal Board, the orders, decisions or determinations made by the firc code
official for the matters described in section 108.4 of this no later than 60 calendar days from the
date of the action being appealed.

The board shall consist of five members who are qualified by experience and training to pass
upon matters pertaining to fire protection. One member shall be a practicing architect, one a
competent builder, one fire protection engineering professional, one industrial safety professional
and a lawyer each of whom shall have had at least ten years experience as an architect, builder,
lawyer, fire protection engineering professional or industrial safety professional. The fire official
shall be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to the board. The members of the board
of appeals shall be appointed by the City Council and shall hold office at its pleasure. The board
shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its business. The board shall establish
findings and the modifications granted for individual cases are in conformity with the intent and
purpose of this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, and that such alternate
material, modification or method of work offered is at least the equivalent of that prescribed in
this Code, relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire
resistance, durability, safcty and sanitation and does not lessen any fire-protection requirements
or any degrec of structural integrity. The board shall document all decisions and findings in
writing to the fire official with a duplicate copy to the applicant, and the board may recommend
to the City Council such new legislation as is consistent therewith.

108.2 Limitations of Authority. The Technical Interpretations Appeals Board shall have no
authority relative to interpretation of the administrative portions of this Code, other than Section
110 (Unsafe Buildings), nor shall the board be empowered to waive requirements ol this Code.

108.3 Technical Interpretations Appeals Board Fees. A filing fee established by separate fee
resolution or ordinance shall be paid to the fire official whenever a person requests a hearing or a
rehearing before the appeals boards provided for in this section, All requests to appeal
determinations, orders or actions of the fire official or to seek modifications of previous orders of
the appeals boards shall be presented in writing.

108.4. Any aggrieved party may appeal any of the following decisions of the fire code official:
1. Disapproval of any application.

2. Refusal to grant any permit applied for when it is claimed that the provisions of
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this code do not apply.

3. Interpretation of this code.
4, Determination of suitability of alternate materials or types of construction or
methods.

SECTION 109 VIOLATIONS

109.1 Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for a person, firm or corporation to erect, construct,
alter, repair, remove, demolish or utilize a building, occupancy, premises or sysiem regulated by
this code, or cause same to be done, in conflict with or in violation of any of thc provisions of
this code.

109.2 Owner/occupant respensibility. Correction and abatement of violations of this code shall
be the responsibility of the owner, If an occupant creates, or allows to be created, hazardous
conditions in violation of this code, the occupant shali be held responsible for the abatement of
such hazardous conditions,

109.3 Violation penaities. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of the California
Fire Code hereby adopted or fail to comply therewith, or who shall violate or fail to comply with
any order made there under, or who shall build in violation of any detailed stalement of
specifications or plans submitted and approved there under, or any certificate or permit issued
hereunder, and from which no appeal has been taken, or who shall fail to comply with such an
order as affirmed or modified by the Technical Interpretations Appeals Board or by a court of
competent jurisdiction within the time fixed herein, shall severely for each and every violation
and noncompliance, respectively, be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to excecd
$500 or by imprisonment in the city or county jail for not more than six months, or by both such
fine and imprisonment, The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse the
violation or permit it to continue, and all such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such
violations or defects within a reasonable time; and, when not otherwise specified, each ten days
that prohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense.

The application of the above penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal or
prohibited conditions.

109.3.1 Abatement of violation. In addition to the imposition of the penalties herein prescribed.
the firc code official is authorized to institute appropriate action to prevent unlawful construction
or to restrain, correct or abate a violation; or 1o prevent illegal occupancy of a structure or
premise; or to stop an illegal act, conduct of business or occupancy of a structure on or about any
premises.

SECTION 110 UNSAFE BUILDINGS

110.1 General. If during the inspection of a premises, a building or structure, or any building
system, in whole or in part, constitutes a clear and inimical threat to human life, safety or health,
the fire code official shall issue such notice or orders to remove or remedy the conditions as shall
be deemed necessary in accordance with this section, and shall refer the building to the building
department for any repairs, alterations, remodeling, removing or demolition required.

11€.1.1 Unsafe conditions. Structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become unsafe
or deficient because of inadequate means of egress or which constitute a fire hazard, or are
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otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, or which involve illegal or improper
occupancy or inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condition, A vacant structure
which is not secured against unauthorized entry as required by Section 311 shall be decmed
unsafe.

110.1.2 Structural hazards. When an apparent structural hazard is caused by the faulty
installation, operation or malfunction of any of the items or devices governed by this code, the
fire code official shall immediately notify the building code official in accordance with Section
110.1,

110.2 Evacuation. The fire code official or the fire department official in charge of an incident
shall be authorized to order the immediate evacuation of any occupied building deemed unsafe
when such building has hazardous conditions that present imminent danger to building
occupants, Persons so notified shall immediately leave the structure or premises and shall not
enter or re-enter until authorized to do so by the fire code official or the firc department official
in charge of the incident.

110.3 Summary abatement. Where conditions exist that are deemed hazardous to life and
property. the fire code official or fire department official in charge of the incident is authorized
to abate summarily such hazardous conditions that are in violation of this code.

110.4 Abatement. The owner, operator or occupant of a building or premises deemed unsafe by
the fire code official shall abate or cause to be abated or corrected such unsafe conditions either
by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or other approved corrective action.

SECTION 111 STOP WORK ORDER

111.1 Order. Whenever the fire code official finds any work regulated by this code being
performed in a manner contrary to the provisions of this code, or in a dangerous or unsafe
manner, the fire code official is authorized to issue a stop work order.

111.2 Issuance. A stop work order shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the
property, or to the owner’s agent, or to the person doing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work
order, the cited work shall immediately cease, The stop work order shall state the reason for the
order, and the conditions under which the cited work is authorized 1o resume.

111.3 Emergencies. Where an cmergency exists, the fire code official shall not be required to
give a written notice prior to stopping the work.

111.4 Failure to Comply. Any person who shall continue any work after having been served
with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a
violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine as of not less than $100 or more than $500.
Or as per fee schedule as adopted by separate resolution and/or ordinance, whichever is higher.

SECTION 112 SERVICE UTILITIES

112.1 Authority to disconnect service utilities. The fire code official shall have the authority to
authorize disconnection of utility service to the building, structure or system in order to salely
execute emergency operations or to eliminate an immediate hazard. The fire code official shall
notify the serving utility and, whenever possible, the owner and occupant of the building,
structure or service system of the dccision to disconnect prior to taking such action if not notified
prior to disconnection, The owner or occupant of the building, structure or service system shall
be notified in writing as soon as practical thereafter.

SECTION 113 FEES

22
Alh fire code 19,02
Ord No O2M13-4640



113.1 Fees. A permit shall not be issued until the fees have been paid, nor shall an amendment to
a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, has been paid.

113.2 Schedule of fees .Plan review, permit or any other applicable fees shall be as adopted by
separate resolution and/or ordinance,

SECTION 114 DEFINITIONS

114 Definitions. In additions to the definitions specified in Chapter 2 of this Code, the following
certain terms, phrases, words and their derivatives shall be construed as specified in this section.
Terms, phrases and words used in the masculine gender include the feminine and the feminine
the masculine. In the event of conflicts between these definitions and definitions that appear
elsewhere in this Code, these definitions shall govern and be applicable.

BUILDING CODE shall mean the City of Alhambra Building Code.
ELECTRICAL CODE shall mean the City of Alhambra Electrical Code.
FIRE CHIEF shall mean the Chief Officer of the City of Alhambra Fire Department.

FIRE CODE shall mean the California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 9, as adopted and
amended by the City of Alhambra and International Fire Code, as adopted and amended by the
City of Alhambra depending on the context,

FIRE CODE OFFICIAL shall mean the Fire Chief or other member of the fire service
appointed by the Fire Chief, charged with the administration and enforcement of this Code.

MECHANICAL CODE shall mean the City of Alhambra Mechanical Code.
PLUMBING CODE shall mean the City of Alhambra Plumbing Code.
RESIDENTIAL CODE shall mean the City of Alhambra Residential Code.

UNPERMITTED STRUCTURES shall be defined as any structure, or portion thereof, that
was erected, constructed. enlarged. altered. repaired, moved, improved, removed, connected,
converted, demolished or equipped, at any point in time, without the required permit(s) having
first been obtained from the Fire Chief and/or Building Official or any unfinished work for
which a permit has expired.

Section 19.02.020 2013 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE

Chapters 1 through 80 , Appendix Chapter 4 and Appendices B, BB, C, CC, H and K of
Title 24, Part 9 of the California Code of Regulations (the 2013 California Fire Code), as
amended and in effect on or before January 1, 2014 are hereby adopted by reference
pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50022.1 through 50022.10 of the Government

23
Alh lire code 19.02
Ord No O2M13-4640



Code of the State of California as though fully set forth herein, and made a part of the
Alhambra Municipal Code with the same force and effect as though set out herein in full,
including all of the regulations, revisions, conditions and terms contained therein except
that those certain sections thereof which are necessary to meet local conditions as
hereinafier set forth in Section 19.02.030 of this Code are hereby repealed, added or
amended to read as set forth therein.

In accordance with Section 50022.6 of the California Government Code, not less than
one copy of said Title 24 Part 9 of the California Code of Regulations together with any
and all amendments thereto proposed by the City of Alhambra, has been and is now filed
in the office of the Fire Chief and shall be remain on file with the Fire Chief, shall
collectively be known as the City of Alhambra Fire Code and may be cited as Chagpter
19.02 of the Alhambra Municipal Code.

Section 19.02.030  FIRE CODE MODIFIED

1

2)

Chapters 1, 3, 6, 9, 25, and 33 of Title 24, Part 9 of the California Code of Regulations
(2013 California Fire Code) adopted by reference as the Fire Code of the City of
Alhambra are hereby amended, deleted or added as follows:

Chapter 1 Division II Administration deleted in its entirety.

A new section 319 is added and shall read:
319.1 General. The requircments of this section apply to all pallets, whether wood or
plastic.

319.2 Storage of idle pallets. The storage of idle pallets shall comply with Sections
318.2.1 through 318.2.3.

319.2.1 Idle pallets shall be stored outside, except as permitted by Scction 318.2.2.

319.2.2 Idle pallets shall be permitted to be stored in a building if the building is
equipped with fire sprinklers in accordance with NFPA 13.

319.2.3 Idle pallets stored outside shall be stored in accordance with Section 318.3.

319.3 Physical characteristics of outside storage. Outside storage of idle pallets shall
comply with Sections 318.3.1through 318.3.7.

319.3.1 1dle pallet stacks shall not exceed fifteen feet (15°) in height.

319.3.2 Idle pallet stacks shall not cover an arca of greater than 400 square fect.
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319.3.3 Idle pallet stacks shall be arranged to form stable piles.

319.3.4 A distance of not less than twenty feet (20°) shall separate stacks.
319.3.5 Stacks shall be no closer than twenty feet (20°) to any property line,
319.3.6 Stacks shall be no closer than twenty feet (20°) to any other yard storage.

319.3.7. Stacks shall be no closer than the distances shown in Table 318.3 to buildings.

TABLE 319.3 REQUIRED CLEARANCES BETWEEN OUTSIDE IDLE PALLET
STORAGE AND BUILDINGS

Wall Construction | Under 50 Pallets 51-200 Pallets | Over 200 Pallets |

Masonry with no

\ No restrictions No restrictions 15 feet
openings B

Masonry with wired
glass in openings,
outside sprinklers,
and one-hour doors

No restrictions 10 feet 20 feet

Masonry with wired
or plain glass,
outside sprinklers,
and % hour doors

10 feet 20 feet 30 feet

Wood or metal with

outside sprinklers t01eel 20 feet ) 30_ fe_?f

Wood, metal, or 20 feet 30 feet 50 feet
other

3) A new Section 605.11.1.4 is added and shall read as follows:

Section 605.11.1.4 Additional Requirements: Additional electrical disconnects may be
required in order to provide additional safety for firefighting operations,

4) A new Scction 605.11.1.5 is added and shall read as follows:

Section 605.11.1.5 Approval Required: Rooftop obstructions and /or photovoltaic
installations which encompass more than 25% or 10,000 square feet of roof surface area,
whichever is less, require approval from the fire department, prior (o installation.

5) Section 901.4.2 is amended in its entirety to read:
Section 901.4.2 Non-Required Fire Protection Systems: Any fire sprinkler sysiem
installed, even if not required by the Code, shall be installed in the entire building or
structure. Partial installation of fire sprinkler systems shall be prohibited. Such systems
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shall be installed in accordance with this Code, the California Building Code, and
applicable, adopted NFPA Standards.

6) Section 903.2.1.1 Item Ne. 1 is amended in its entirety to read:
The fire areas exceeds 6,000 square feet

7) Section 903.2.1.2 Item No. 1 is amended in its entirety to read:
The fire areas exceeds 2,250 square fect

8) Section 903.2.1.3 Item No. 1 is amended in its entirety to read:
The fire areas exceeds 6,000 square feet

9) Section 903.2.1.4 Item No, 1 is amended in its entirety to read:
The fire areas exceeds 6,000 square feet

10) A new section 903.2.2.1 is added to read:
903.2.2.1 — All Other Group B Occupancies: The firc arca exceeds 6,000 square [eet or
is more than one story above or below the lowest level of fire department access.

11) Section 903.2.3 Item No. 1 is amended in its entirety to read:
Throughout all Group E fire areas greater than 6,000 square feet in fire area or with a
calculated occupant load of 100 persons.
12) Section 903.2.4 Item Ne. ! is amended in its entirety to read:
Where a Group F-1 fire area exceeds 6,000 square feet.
13) Section 903.2.4 Item No. 3 is amended in its entirety to read:
The combined area of all Group F-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines.,
exceeds 12,000 square feet.

14) Section 903.2,7 Item No. 1 and 3 is amended in their entirety to read:
1. Where a Group M fire area exceeds 6,000 square fect.
3. The combined area of all Group M fire arcas on all floors, including any
mezzanines, exceeds 12,000 square feet.
15)  Section 903.2.8, Exception numbers 1 and 2 are deleted.

16) Section 903.2.9. Item No. 1 and 3 is amended in their entirety to read:
1. Where a Group S-1 fire area cxceeds 6,000 square feet.
3. The combined area of all Group S-1 fire areas on all floors, including any
mezzanines, exceeds 12,000 square feet,

17) Section 903.2,9.1. Items No. 1, 2, and 4 are amended in their entirety to read:
1. Buildings having two or more storics above grade plane, including bascments,
with a fire area containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000 squarc feet.
2. Buildings no more than one story above grade plane, with a fire area containing a
repair garage exceeding 6,000 square feet.
4. A Group S-1 fire area used for the repair of commercial trucks or busses where
the fire area exceeds 2500 square feet.
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18)

19)

20)

21)

Section 903.2.10  Item No. 1 is amended in its entirety to read:
Where the fire area of the enclosed parking garage exceeds 6,000 square feet,

Section 903.2.11.3 is amended in its entirety to read:
903.2.11.3 - Buildings Three or Mere Stories in Height: Regardless of
occupancy type, an automatic fire sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all buildings
or structures which are three or more stories in height.

Exceptions: Open parking structures.

A new section 903.2.11.3.7 is added and shall read:

903.2.11.3.7 - Structures cxceeding 6,000 square feet in fire area. Regardless of
occupancy type. an automatic fire sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all
new buildings or structures, excecding 6,000 square feet in total fire area,

Exception: Open parking structures.

A new section 903.2.11.3.8 is added and shall read:

903.2.11.3.8 - Access difficulty. When the fire code official determines thal access
for fire apparatus and equipment is unduly difficult to serve any building and
structure not otherwise required to be sprinklered; the installation of an automatic fire
sprinkler system may be required.

22) A new section 903.2.11.3.9 is added and shall read:

903.2.11.3.9 Additions, Alterations, and/or Repairs: All existing buildings and
structures, regardless of the type of construction, type of occupancy or area, shall be
provided with an automatic sprinkler system conforming to Section 903.3 and this
Code upon the occurrence of any of the following conditions:

1. Any addition to any building or structure, other than one- and two-family
dwelling units, which creates a fire area large enough that if the existing building
or structurc plus the area of the proposed work were being built new today, an
automatic sprinkler system would be required under this Code;

2. Within any twelve (12) calendar month period of time, any alteration, including
repairs, Lo any existing building or structure, other than one- and two-family
dwelling units where the value of the work proposed exceeds fifty percent (50%)
of the replacement cost of the building, as detcrmined by the building official
and/or by the fire official and where such alteration, including repairs, creates or
alters a fire area large enough that if the existing building or structure were being
built new today, an automatic sprinkler system would be required by this Code; %

3. Within any twelve (12) calendar month period of time, any addition and alteration
to any existing building or structure, other than one- and two-family dwelling
units , where the value of the work proposed exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the
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replacement cost of the building, as determined by the building official and/or by
the fire official, and where such addition and alteration creates or alters a fire area
large enough that if the existing building or structure were being built new today,
an automatic sprinkler system would be required by this Code;

4. Any addition to any building or structure which causes the building or structure to
be classified as a three story building or structure;

5. Within any twelve (12) calendar month period of time, any addition to any
unsprinklered one- or two-family dwelling including Group R-3.1 or R-4
occupancies where the proposed increase in fire area is equal to or greater than
seven hundred (700) square feet in new fire area;

6. Within any twelve (12) calendar month period of time, any framing alteration
and/or repairs, to any unsprinklered one- or two-family dwelling, including Group
R-3.1 or R-4 occupancies, where the total square footage of'the rooms or areas
with traming alterations exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the existing square
footage of the building, as determined by the fire code official. This calculation
will include framing alterations to the existing building’s roof structure:

7. Within any twelve (12) calendar month period of time. any addition AND framing
alteration and/or repairs (o any unsprinklered one- or two-family dwelling,
including Group R-3.1 or R-4 occupancies, where the square foolage of the
proposed addition AND areas with framing alteration exceeds fifty percent (50%)
of the existing square footage of the building, as determined by the fire code
official;

8. Where a change in occupancy or use increases the fire hazard to the buj Iding.
structure, or life safety of the occupants, as determined by the fire code official.

23) Section 903.2.18 exception deleted:

24) A new section 903.3.1.1.2 is added and shall read:
903.3.1.1.2 - Detailed Requirements, In other than residential buildings that are
not over two stories in height, automatic sprinkler systems shall be designed and
installed in accordance with NFPA 13 as amended in Chapter 80 and the
conditions, restrictions and modifications as set forth below:

1. In buildings three or more stories in height and/or two or more stories below the
highest level of fire department access, and with a common stairway, scparate
control valve(s) capable of independently controlling the fire sprinkler system on
each floor and each basement level shall be provided and installed in the stairway.

2. A 10% safety factor shall be provided for all hydraulically calculated sprinkler
systcms,

28

Alh fire code 19.02
Ord No O2M13-4640



25) A new section 903.3.1.2 is amended in its entirety to read:
963.3.1.2- NFPA 13R sprinklcr systems. Where allowed in buildings of Group R,
up to and including two stories in height, automatic sprinkler systems shall be
installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R as amended in Chapter 80.

26)
1
2,
3.

27) A new

Alh firc code 19.02

A new section 903.3.1.2.2 is added and shall read:

903.3.1.2.2 - Detailed Requirements. In residential buildings that do not exceed
two stories in height, automatic sprinkler systems shall be designed and installed
in accordance NFPA 13R as amended in Chapter 80 and the conditions,
restrictions and modifications as set forth below:

. A 10% safety lactor shall be provided for all hydraulically calculated sprinkler

systems

All fire areas shall be sprinklered including, but not limited to, bathrooms, closets.
attached carports, garages, corridors, penthouse equipment rooms, elevator
machine rooms, storage rooms, covered driveways and usable space underneath
stairways

A supply of spare sprinklers and a special sprinkler wrench shall be maintained on
the premises. If more than one type or temperature rating of sprinkler is installed
in the building, the spare amount of each type shall be maintained in accord with
the requirements of the NFPA 13R as amended in Chapter 80

section 903.3.1.3.1 is added and shall read:

903.3.1.3.1 - Detailed Requirements. Automatic sprinkler system protection for
one and two-family dwellings shall be designed and installed in accordance with
NFPA 13D as amended in Chapter 80 and with the conditions, restrictions and
modifications as set forth below:

With a common water supply connection serving one or more dwelling units, 5
gallons per minute, per unit shall be added to the sprinkler system demand in
order to determine the size of common piping, the total water supply
requirements, and the size of thc water meter,

Sprinkler systems connected to a water supply upstream of the main domestic
shutoff valve shall be provided with a main shutoff valve to control both the fire
sprinkler and the domestic systems, The fire sprinkler system piping shall not
have a separate control valve

Local water flow alarms shall be provided on all sprinkler systems. The alarm
shall be of sufficient intensity to be clearly audible in all rooms over background
noise levels with all intervening doors closed. A horn/strobe may be required
inside the dwelling unit for the hearing impaired and to meet the audibility
requirements,

Sprinklers shall be required in all attached garages. Sprinklers located in garages
shall be listed residential sprinklers or quick response sprinklers having the same
orifice size as the sprinklers in the dwelling unit.

Sprinklers may be omitted from attics and crawl spaces which are not used or
intended for living purposes or storage. When a forced-air unit is installed in an
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attic, onc or more intermediate temperature residential or quick response
sprinklers, of like orifice size as the dwelling unit, shall be insialled above the
mechanical unit, Fire sprinkler protection shall be required in bathrooms with
combustible shower pans, enclosures and/or tubs;

6. A 10% safety factor deduction from the existing static pressure shall be included
in the hydraulic calculations

7. All overhead piping shall be hydrostatically tested for leakage at 150 psi for two
hours and shall be inspected prior to the installation of drywall or insulation.

8. A supply of at least two spare sprinklers of cach type installed in the system and a
special sprinkler wrench(s) shall be maintained on the premises.

28) Section 903.3.5 Water Supplies- is amended and shall read:
903.3.5 Water supplies. Water supplies for automatic sprinkler systems shall
comply with this section and the standards referenced in Section 903.3.1. The
potable water supply shall be protected against backflow in accordance with
Health and Safety Code Section 13114.7.

1. Where a dedicated fire service line is required, the minimum fire service size shall
be 4” (four inches.)

2. All fire service sizing shall be approved by the Utilities Department, in accord
with its Guidelines for Fire Service Sizing. A size increase or decrease may be
required or granted, respectively, if available water supply and/or hydraulic
calculations support such a change,

3. Atleast one 2  inch fire department connection shall be required on all
dedicated fire service systems, along with a listed control valve and backflow
prevention assembly.

29) A new subsection 903.4.2.1 is added and shall read:
903.4.2.1 - Additional Notification for Sprinkler Systems:
Additional audible/visible appliances may be required for notification of
occupants when deemed necessary by the fire code official.

30) A new section 905.12 is added and shall read:
905.12- Standpipes in residential complexes. All multi-family residential
complexes which cause unusual firefighting problems due to size, configuration,
location, and/or lack of access shall be equipped at the discretion of the fire code
official with onc or more 2 1/2-inch-valved standpipe(s).

31) Section 3405.1 is amended in its entirety to read:
3405.1 - Individual Piles.  Piles of tires or carcasses shall not exceed 600 cubic
feet in volume, and shall not cxceed six feet in height, and shall be separated from
every pile by an aisle way at least ten feet wide. Tires in racks shall comply with
the length, width, and aisle way requirements for indoor storage arrangement as
outlined in Section 2509,
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32) Section 3405.2 deleted.

33) Section 3405.3 deleted.

34) Section 3405.6 deleted.

35)-Section 3409.1 is amended in its entirety to read:

36) A new

37) A new

2.

Alh fire code 19.02

3409.1 - Indoor Storage Arrangement. Tires stored inside of buildings shall not
block doors, windows, or exit ways. Piles and racks of tires which are placed
directly against and parallel to walls, shall not extend out from such walls more
than five feet. Piles or racks of tires placed in rows perpendicular to the walls,
shall not exceed ten feet in width or fifty feet in length. Every row of tires shall be
accessible on at least one side, by an aislc way at least three feet wide. Tires
which are stored in such a pattern as to form dead-end aisle ways against the walls
of a building, shall terminate at an aisle way at least six feet wide at the inside end
of such piles. Every rack or pile of tires shall be kept at least 18 inches below
sprinkler heads in a sprinklered building. Piles of tires shall be kept at least three
teet (36 inches) below the ceiling or roof, and below every chord, beam, or girder
in an unsprinklered building, Racks of tires shall be kept at least 18 inches below
the ceiling or roof, and below every chord, beam, or girder in an unsprinklered
building. Piles and racks of tires shall maintain stability and shall not create a
hazard by falling during a fire or other emergency.

subsection 5608.1.2 is added and shall read:

5608.1.2 Permits. It shall be unlawful for any person to present or conduct any
public display of fireworks within the City of Alhambra without first having
obtained a permit from the fire code official.

subsection 5608.1.3 is added and shall read:

5608.1.3 Detailed Requirements. The public display of fireworks within the
City of Alhambra shall be in accord with Section 5608.1 of this Code and all of
the following:

- The fire code official is authorized to grant permits for supervised public displays

of fireworks to be conducted by the city or by other organizations, Every such
display shall be personally supervised by a competent, licensed pyrotechnic
operator approved by the fire code official, Each such display shall be held at an
approved location and shall be so discharged or fired as, in the opinion of the fire
code official after proper investigation, not to be hazardous to property or to
endanger any person.

Applications for permit shall be made in writing at least ten days in advance of
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38) A new

Alh fire code 19.02

the date of the display. A permit fee which includes costs related to required fire
watch personnel and site inspection will be collected upon approval and issuance
of the authorization to transport. After such permit shall have been granted. the
sale, possession, use, and/or distribution of fireworks for such display shall be
lawful for the permitted activity and time frame only. No permit granted
hereunder shall be transferable.

The permittee shall furnish a bond or certificate of insurance in an amount
deemed adequate by the fire code official for the payment of all damages which
may be caused either to a person or persons or to property by reason of the
permitted display and arising from any acts of the permittee, his agents,
employees, or subcontractors.

When required by the fire code official, the pyrotechnic operator shall employ and
provide additional personnel whose sole duty shall be the enforcement of crowd
control around the display area. Unauthorized persons shall not be allowed to
enter the discharge site until the site has been inspected and cleared after
conclusion of the display by the pyrotechnic operator.

The fire code official is authorized to require rope barriers, fences, signs or other
devices to be installed around the display area to aid in crowd control,

The fire code official is authorized to adopt such additional rules and regulations
not inconsistent herewith as are reasonably required 1o prevent injury to persons
and/or property, including, but not limited 1o, the requirement for standby fire
personnel or apparatus at the firing site.

If the fire code official determines that there is a lack of crowd control or that the
crowd is in danger, the display shall be immediately discontinued. If at any time
high winds or wet weather creates a danger, the display shall be postponed until
weather conditions are acceptable to the fire code official,

The entire firing site shall be inspected immediately following a display and prior
to allowing public access for the purpose of locating unexploded acrial shells
and/or hazardous debris. Unexploded shells shall not be handled within 15
minutes after the time of their firing, Such shells shall then be doused thoroughly
with water, allowed to stand for at least 5 minutes, and then be submersed in a full
bucket of water.

section 5610 is added and shall read;
Section 5610 - Explosives and Fireworks,

5610.1 The manufacture, possession, storage, sale, transportation and use of
explosive materials shall be prohibited, unless it is authorized by the State I'ire
Marshal. This shall not apply to hand loading of small arms ammunition for
personal use when not for resale.
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5610.2 No explosive materials shall be bolts, explosive rivets or cartridges for
explosive-actuated power task in quantities involving less than 500 pounds.

5610.3 It shall be unlawful to manufacture fireworks within the City of Alhambra,

5610.4 The fire code official is authorized to seize, take, remove or cause 1o be
removed, at the expense of the owner, all stocks of fireworks or explosives
offcred or exposed for sale, or stored or held in violation of this Section,

Section 19.02.050 EFFECT OF ADOPTION.

The adoption of the city Fire Code and the repeal, addition or amendment of ordinances
by this code shall not affect the following matters:

(A) Actions and proceedings which began the effective date of this code.

(B) Prosecution for ordinance violations committed before the effective date of this
code.

(C)  Licenses and penaltics due and unpaid at the effective date of this code, and the
collection of these licenses and penalties.

(D)  Bonds and cash deposits required to be posted, filed or deposited pursuant to
any ordinance.

(E) Matters of record which refer to or are connected with ordinances the
substances of which are included in this code; these references shall be construed to
apply to the corresponding provisions of the code.

Section 19.02.060 PENALTY; VIOLATIONS.

(A)  General penalty; continuing violations. Every act prohibited or declared
unlawful and every failure to perform an act required by this code is a misdemeanor or
an infraction as set forth in the said respective pertinent scctions of this code and any
person causing or permitting a violation of any such section of said code shall be
subject to the penalties ascribed to each such section as set forth herein. Where silent
as to whether a violation is a misdemeanor or infraction, the City Attorney may
prosecute such violation as either a misdemeanor or infraction in his/her discretion.

(B) Violations including aiding, abetting, and concealing. TGvery person who
causes, aids, abets or conceals the fact of a violation of this code is guilty of violating
this code.

(C©)  Enforcement by civil action. In addition to the penalties provided herein, the
said code may be enforced by civil action. Any condition existing in violation of this
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code is a public nuisance and may be summarily abated by the city.

SECTION TWO: Findings of local conditions, The Alhambra City Council hereby finds,
determines and declares that those certain amendments to the State Fire Code are appropriate and
necessary to meet local conditions existing in the City of Alhambra, and this Council hercby
further finds, determines and declares that each such change is required for the protection of the
public safety and is reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological conditions.

SECTION THREE: Continuation of existing law. Where they are substantially the same as
existing law, the provisions of the City of Alhambra Fire Code shall be considered continuations
of existing law and shall not be considered new enactments.

SECTION FOUR: Maintenance and distribution of code. Not less than one copy of the
City of Alhambra Fire Code, duly certified by the City Clerk, shall be kept on file in the office of
the City Clerk for examination and use by the public. Amendments to this code shall be noted
by ordinance number on the appropriate pages of such copy of this code and onc complete file of
amendatory ordinances, indexed for ready reference, shall be maintained in the office of the City
Clerk for use and examination by the public. Distribution or sale of additional copies of this
code shall be made as directed by the City Council. In addition, one copy of said City of
Alhambra Fire Code may likewisc be maintained by the Fire Chiel for examination and use by
the public.

SECTION FIVE:  Catchlines of Sections. The catchlines of the several scctions of this code
printed in boldface type are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the section
and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of such sections; nor as any part of the section, nor,
unless expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, including the
catchlines, are amended or reenacted.

SECTION SIX: Severability of provisions, If any scction, subsection, sentence, clause,
phrase or portion of this ordinance and/or the code adopted thereby is for any reason held to be
invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Alhambra City
Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance and the code adopted thereby
and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact
that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions thercof may
be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION SEVEN: Certification and publication. The ordinance shall take effect thirty (30)
days afler its final passage and within (5) days after its passage, the City Clerk of the City of
Alhambra shall certify to the passage and adoption of this ordinance and to its approval by the
Mayor and City Council and the Fire Chicf shall cause the same to be filed with the California
Building Standards Commission. And within (15) days after its passage, the City Clerk shall
certify to the adoption of this ordinance and shall cause a summary of same to be published once
in a newspaper of general circulation within the City of Alhambra.
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Signed and approved this 9th day of December, 2013,

Halls

STEPHEN SHAM, Mayor

ATTEST:

[ HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing ordinance was duly passcd and adopted by the
Alhambra City Council at its regular meeting held on the 9™ day of December 2013, by the following

vote, to wit:

AYES: MESSINA, PLACIDO, AYALA, SHAM
NOES: NONE

ABSENT:  YAMAUCHI
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE
CITY OF ALHAMBRA
ORDINANCE NO. 02M13-4640

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on December 9"', 2013, the City Council of the City of Alhambra
adopted, after a public hearing, Ordinance No. O2M 13-4640, entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA CITY COUNCIL
AMENDING THE ALHAMBRA MUNICIPAL CODE BY
MODIFYING TITLE 19 THEREOF AND ADOPTING BY
REFERENCE THE 2013 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, WITH
CERTAIN AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
THERETO

The purpose of this ordinance is to adopt by reference and amend that certain code known as the 2013
California Tire Code,(California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 9) with certain amendments,
additions, and dcletions thereto to meet local climatic, topographical and geological conditions as well as
to protect the public health, safety and welfare. The City of Alhambra must make any required changes
and adopt this code by January 1, 2014,  Thercfore, Ordinance No, O2M13-4640 amends the Alhambra
Municipal Code by repealing there from Chapter 19.02 and substituting new Chapter 19.02 in lieu
thercof,

A certifted copy of the full text of Ordinance No. O2M13-4640 is available for review in the Office of
the City Clerk, City of Alhambra, 111 South First Street, Alhambra, California.

LAUREN MYLES, City Clerk

PUBLISH: December 13,2013
POST: December 13, 2013
FILE NO. F2M13-52
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2013 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE AMENDMENT-FINDINGS

——

Code Section

Condition

Explanation of Amendment

Section 319

Climactic/Geographic

Specific requirements on the storage of
pallets are necessary and applicable to
The City of Alhambra because it is a
densely populated municipality, located
in the County of Los Angeles, and is
subject to long periods of dry, hot
climate, which increase the chance of a
fire occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted.

Section 605.11.1.4
and 605.11.1.5

Geological

Due to the city’s close proximity to
maijor fault lines, there is a significant
possibility for multiple fires spreading
out of control. Because of major
earthquake hazard, and due to many
older nonconforming buildings, it is
necessary during solar panel
installation to consider fire fighting
operations on roof structures.

901.4.2

Climactic

It is necessary and applicable that
Non-required fire protections systems
be required to be installed throughout
due to The City of Alhambra being a
densely populated municipality, located
in the County of Los Angeles, and is
subject to long periods of dry, hot
climate, which increase the chance of a
fire occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted.

903.2.1.1 No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.




903.2.1.2 No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.1.3 No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.1.4 No. No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinkiers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.2.1 No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover




temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.3 No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.4 No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.4 No. 3

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.7 No. 1,3

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire




Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.8 Exception
No.1, 2 Deleted

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.9 No. 1,3

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.9.1 No. 1,2,and
4

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.10 No. 1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built




structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.11.3

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.11.3.7

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to iong periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.11.3.8

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.11.3.9

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,




which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.2.18 Exception
Deleted

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.3.1.1.2

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life

and property damage.

903.3.1.2

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.3.1.2.2

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the




County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.3.1.3.1

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.3.5

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.

903.4.21

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted. Quick acting fire
Sprinklers will control a small fire
before it reaches the flashover
temperature, which causes loss of life
and property damage.




905.12

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted.

3405.1

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

3405.2 Deleted

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

3405.3 Deleted

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

3405.6 Deleted

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

3409.1

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

5608.1.2

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

5608.1.3

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the




County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

5610

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring.

5611

Climactic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring

2012 IFC Chapter 3

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted.

2012 IFC Appendix D

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted.

2012 IFC Appendix |

Climactic/Geographic

The City of Alhambra is a densely
populated municipality, located in the
County of Los Angeles, and is subject
to long periods of dry, hot climate,
which increase the chance of a fire
occurring. Due to closely built
structures, access to all sides of a
building is restricted.

2012 CFC Appendix K

Geologic

Due to the city’s close proximity to
major fault lines, there is a significant
possibility for multiple fires spreading
out of control. Because of major
earthquake hazard, and due to many
older nonconforming buildings, it is




necessary during reconstruction to add
a fire protection system to minimize fire
spread, resulting from an earthquake.




s S R S o

07 methegeTgua. - T kg U e e e sl

BUILDING CODE AMENDMENTS

Code
Section

Condition

" Explanation of Amendment

701A.1

Climatic

Clarifies the application of Chapter 7A to include
additions, alterations, and/or relocated buildings. Many
areas of the County have been designated as Fire Hazard
Severity Zones due to low humidity, strong winds, and dry
vegetation. Additions, alterations, and/or relocated
buikiings have the same fire risk as new buildings.

T01A.3

.Climatic

Clarifies the application of Chapter 7A to include
additions, alterations, and/or relocated -buildings. Many
areas of the County have been designeated as Fire Hazard
Severity Zones due to the increased risk of fire caused by
low humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation. Additions,
alterations, and/or relocated bulldings have the same fire
risk as new buildings.

701A.3.1

Climatic

Clarifies the application of Chapter 7A to Include
additions, alterations, and/or relocated buildings._ Many
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Code
Section

Condition

Explanation of Amendment

areas cf the County have been designated as Fire Hazard
Severity Zones due to the increased risk of fire caused by
low humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation. Additions,
alterations, anc/or relocated buildings have the same fire
risk as new buildings.

703A52 &
703A.5.2.2

Climatic

Disaliows the use of wood-shingie/wood-shake roofs due
1o the increased risk of fire in the County caused by low
humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation in high fire
severity zones.

704A.3

Climatic

Disallows the use of wood-shingle/wood-shake roofs due
to the increased risk of fire in the County caused by low
humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation in high fire
severity zones.

705A.2

Climatic

Disaliows the use of wood-shingle/wocd-shake roofs and
requires the use of Class A roof covering due to the
increased risk of fire in the County caused by low
humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation in high fire
severity zones.

1029.4

Geological

The greater Los Angeles/Long Beach region is a densely
populated area having buildings constiucted over and
near a vast array of earthquake fault systems capable of
producing major earthquakes, including but not limited to
the recent 1994 Northridge Earthquake. The proposed-
amendment is intended to prevent occupants from being
trapped in a building and to allow rescue workers to easily
enter after an earthquake.

1507.3.1

Geological

Section amended to reguire concrete and clay tiles to be
instafied over solid structural sheathing boards only, due
to the increased risk of significant earthquakes in the
County. The changes in Section 1507.3.1 are needed
because there were numercus observations of tile roofs
puliing away from wood framed buildings following the
1984 Northridge Earthquake. Where sheathing beneath
the tile roofs was not nailed adequately or the nails were
not attached on each side of each tile or the nail just
rculled out over a period of time because the shank of the
nails were smooth. The Structural Engineers Association
of Southern California ("SEAOSC") and the Los Angeles
City Joint Task Force committee findings indicated
significant problems with tile roof due to inadequate
design and/or construction. Therefore, the amendment is

HOA.981471.2
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Code
Section

Condition

Explanation of’Amendment

needed to needed to minimize such occurrences in the
event of future significant earthquakes.

Table
1507.3.7

Geological

Table amended to require proper anchorage for clay or
concrete tiles from sliding or rotating due fo the increased
risk of significant earthquakes in the County. Design
provisions developed based on detailed study of the 1994
Northridge and the 1871 Syimar earthquakes need to be
incorporated Into the local building code.

1613.6
through
1613.6.1

Geological

The inclusion of the importance factor in this equation has
the unintended conseguence of redueing the minimum
seismie separation distance for important facilities such as
hospital, school, police, and fire station, etc., from
adjoining structures. The deletion cf the importance factor
from Equation 16-44 wiil ensure that a safe seismic
separation distance is provided. This amendment is a
continuation of an amendment adopted during previous
code adoption cycles, and is necessary due to the
increased risk of significant earthquakes in the County.

1613.6.2

Geological

Observed damages to one- and two-family dwellings of
light frame construction after the Northridge Earthquake
may have been pattially atfributed fo vertical irregularities
common to this type of occupancy and construction. In an
effort to improve quality of construction and incorporate .
lessons learned from studies after the Northridge
Earthquake, the modification to ASCE 7-05 Section
12.2.3.1 by limiting the number of stories and height of the
structure to two stories will significantly minimize the
impact of vertical irregularities and concentration of
inelastic behavior from mixed structural systems. This .
amendment is a coniinuation of an amendment adopted
during previous code adoption cycles, and is necessary
due to the increased risk of significant earthquakes in the
Caunty.

1613.6.3

Geological

A SEAOSC and Los Angeles City Joint Task Force
investigated the performance of concrete and masonry
construction with flexible wood diaphragm failures after
the Northridge earthquake. It was concluded at that time
that continuous ties are needed at specified spacing to
control cross grain tension in the interior of the diaphragm.
Additionally, subdiaphragm shears need to be limited to
control combined orthogonal stresses within the
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Code
Section

Condition

Explanation of Améndment

diaphragm. Recognizing the importance and need to
continue the recommendation made by the task force, but
also taking into consideration the improved performance
and standards for diaphragm construction today, a
proposal to increase the continuous tie spacing limif to 40
ftin lieu of 25 ft and to use 75 percent of the alicwable
code diaphragm shear to determine the depth of the sub-
diaphragm in lisu of the 300 pif is deemed appropriste
and acceptable. The Los Angeles region is within a very

- | active geoclogical location. The various jurisdictions within

this region have taken additional steps fo prevent roof or
floor diaphragms from pulling away from concrete or
masonry walis. This decision was made due to the
frequency of this typs of failure during the past significant
earthquakes. This amendment is a continuation of an
amendment adopted during previous Code adoption

gycles.

1613.7

| Geological

Topographical

Section is added to improve seismic safety of buildings
constructed on or into hillsides. Due to the local
topographical and geological conditions of the sites within
the Los Angeles region and their probabiiities for
earthquakes, this technical amendment is required fo
address and clarify special needs for buildings
constructed on hiiiside locations. A SEAOSC and

L.os Angeies City Joint Task Force investigated the
performance of hiliside building failures after the
Northridge earthquake. Numerous hillside failures
resulted in [oss of life and millions of doilars in damage.
These criteria were developed to minimize the damage fo |
these structures and have been in use by both the City
and County of Los Angeles for several years with much
success. This amendment is a continuation of an
amendment.adopted during previous Code adoption
cycies.

1704.5

Gebfogica!

The fanguage in Sections 1704.5 of the California Building
Code permits the owner to employ any registered design
professional to perform structural observations with
minimum guidelines. However, it is important to recognize
that the registered design professional responsibie for the
structural design has thorough knowiedge of the building
he/she designed. By requiring the registered design

HOA.991471.2

144




FESCaR oA

R

LemEe

L o TAT IR L = T

e a2 U

Code
Section
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Explanation of Amendment

professional responsible for the structural design or their
designee who were involved with the design to observe
the construction, the quality of the cbservation for major
structural elements and corinections that affect the vertical
and lateral load resisting systems of the structure wili
greatly be Increased. Additional requirements are
provided to heip clarify the rele and duties of the structural
observer and the msthod of reporting and correcting
observed deficiencies o the building official. This
amendment is a continuation of an amendment adopted
during previous Code adoption cycies; and is necessary
due to the increased risk of significant earthquakes in the
County.

1704.5.1

Geological

With the higher seismic demand p!aced on buildings and
structures in this region, the language in Sections
1704.5.1 ltem 3 of the California Building Code would
permit many low-rise buildings and structures with
complex structural elements to be constructed without the
benefit of a structural observation. By requiring a
registered design professional to observe the
construction, the quality of the observation for major
structural elements and connections that affect the vertical
and lateral load resisting systems of the structure will
greatly be increased. An exception is provided fo permit
simple structures and buildings to be exciuded. This
amendment is a continuation of an amendment adopted
during previous Code adoption cycles, and is necessary
due fo the increased risk of significant earthquakes in the

County.

1705.3 and
Table
1705.3

Geclogical

Results from studies after the 1994 Northridge Earthquake
indicated that a significant portion of the damages were
attributable to lack of quality control during construction
resulting in poor performance of the building or structure.
Therefore, the amendment restricts the exceptions to the
requirement for special inspection.” This amendment is a
continuation of an amendment adopted during previous
Cede adoption cycles, and is necessary due o the
increased risk of significant earthquakes in the County.

1705.11

Geological

in Southern California, very few detached one- or two-
family dwellings not exceeding two stories above grade
plane are built as "box-type" structures, specially for those
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Code
Section

Condition

Explanation of Amendment

in hillside areas and near the cceanfront. Many with sieel
moment frames or braced frames, and or cantilevered
columns can still be shown as "regular” sfructures by
calculations. With the higher ssismic demand placed on
buildings and structurss in this region, the language in
Sections 1705.11 ltem 3 of the California Building Code
would permit many detached one- or two-family dwellings
not exceeding two stories above grade plane with

complex structural elements to be constructed without the -
benefit of special inspections. By requiring special
inspections, the quality of major structural elements and
connections that affect the vertical and lateral load
resisting systems of the structure will greatly be increased. |
The exception should only be allowed for detached one-
or two-family dwellings not exceeding two stories above
grade plane assigned to Seismic Design category A, B,

{and C.

1807.1.4

Climatic-
Geological

No substantiating data has been provided to show that a
wood foundation is effective in supporting buildings and

‘structures during a seismic event while being subject to

deterioration caused by the combined detrimental effect of
constant moisture in the soil and wood-destroying
organisms. Wood retaining walls, when they are not
properly treated and protected against deterioration, have
performed very poorly and have led to slope failures.
Most contractors are typically accustomed to construction
in dry and temperate weather in the Southern California
region and are not generally familiar with the necessary
precautions and treatment of wood that makes it suitabie
for both seismic events and wet applications. The
proposed amendment takes the necessary precautionary
steps fo reduce or eliminate potential problems that may
result by using wood foundations that experience
relatively rapid decay due to the fact that the region does
not experience temperatures cold enough to destroy or
retard the growth and proliferation of wood-destroying
organisms. This amendment is a continuation of an
amendment adopted during previous Code adoption
cycles, and is necessary due fo the increased risk of
significant earthquakes in the County.

1807.1.6

Geaological

With the higher seismic demand placed on buildings and
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Explanation of Amendment

structures in this region, it is deemed necessary to take
precautionary steps to reduce or eliminate potential
problems that may result by following prescriptive design
provisions that do nct take into consideration the
surroundmg environment. Pfain concrete performs pooriy
in withstanding the cyclic forces resulting from seismic
events. In addition, no substantiating data has been
provided to show that under-reinforced foundation walls
are effective in resisting seismic loads and may potentially
lead o a higher risk of failure. It is important that the
benefit and expertise of a registered design professional
be obtained to properly analyze the struciure and take
these issues into consideration. This amendment is a
continuation of an amendment adopted during previous"
Code adoption cycles.

-1809.3

Geological

With the higher seismic demand placed on buildings and
structures in this region, it is deemed necessary to take
precautionary steps to reduce or eliminate potential -
problerns that may result for under-reinforced footings
located on sloped surfaces. Requiring minimum
reinforcement for stepped footings is intended to address
the problem of poor performance of plain or under-
reinforced footings during a seismic event. This
amendment is a continuation of an amendment adopted
during previous Code adoption cycles.

1800.7 and
Table
1809.7

Geological

No substantiating data has been provided to show that
under-reinforced footings are effective in resisting seismic
loads and may potentially lead to a h:gher risk of fallure.
Therefore, this amendment requires minimum
reinforcement in continuous footings to address the
problem of poor performance of piain or under-reinforced
footings during a seismic event. With the hagher seismic
demand placed on buildings and structures in this region,
it is deemed necessary to take precautionary sieps fo
reduce or eliminate potential problems that may result by
following prescriptive design provisions for footings that do
not take into consideration the surrounding environment.
It was important that the benefit and expertise of a
registered design professional be obtained to properly
analyze the structure and take these factors into
consideration. This amendment reflects the
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recorﬁmenda:itions .by the SEAOSC and the Los Angeles |

.t City Joint Task Force that investigated the poor

performance observed in the 1994 Northridge Earthquake.
This amendment is a continuation of an amendment
adopted during previous Code adoption cycles.

1809.12

"Climatic

Geglogical

No substantiating data has been provided to show that
timber footings are effective in supporting bulldings and
structurss during a seismic event while being subject to
deterioraticn caused by the combined detrimental effects

- | of constant moisture in the soli and wood-destroying

organisms. Timber foetings, when they are not properly -
treated and protected against deterioration, have
performed very poorly. Most contractors are typically
accustomed to construction in dry and temperate weather
in the Southern California region and are not generally
familiar with the necessary precautlons and treatment of
wood that makes it suitable for both ssismic events and
wet applications. The proposed amendment takes the
necessary precautionary steps fo reduce or eliminate

‘potential problems that may result by using timber foctings

that experience relatively rapid decay due fo the fact that

| the region does not experience temperaturss cold enough

to destroy or retard the growth and pro!iferation of wood-
destroying organisms. This amendment is a continuation
of an amendment adopted during previous Cede adopfion

' eycles, and is necessary due fo the mcreased risk of

significant earthguakes in the County.

1905.1 and

1905.1.3

Geological

The design provision for wall pier detziling was originally
introduced by SEAGC in 1987 {o legacy Uniform Building
Code (UBC) and was included in the 1688 UBC through
the 1997 UBC (2002 CBC). The wall pier detalling
provision prescnbed unider Section 1805.1.4 was Intended
for high seismic zones equivalent to current Seismic
Design Category D, E, or F. Section 1805.1.3 was added
as a complement of wall pier detailing in Seismic Design
Category C (formerly seismic zones 2A and 2B under the
legacy model code). ACI 318 Commentary R 21.1.1
emphasized "it is essential that structures assigned to
higher Seismic Design Categoiies possess a higher
degree of toughness,” and further encourages

.| practitioners to use special siructural wail systems in
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regions of high seismic risk. ASCE 7 Table 12.2-1 permits
intermediate precast structural wal system in Seismic
Design Categery D, E, or F: Current Section 1205.1.3 is
niot limited to just structures assngned to Seismic Design
Category C. The required shear strength under 21.3.3,
referenced in Section 21.4.8, is based 'on V), under either
nominal moment strength or two times the code
prescribed earthquake force. The required shear strength
in 21.8.5.1, refersnced in Section 21.2.8.2 (IBC 1905.1.4),
is based on the probable shear strength, V, under the
probable moment strength, M. In addition, the spacing
of required shear reinforcement is 8 inches on center
under current Section 21.4.6 instead of 8 inches on center
with seismic hooks at both ends under Section 21.9.8.2.
Requirement of wall pier under Section 21.9.8.2 would
enhance better ductility. The current practice in
commercial buildings constructed using precast panel wall
systems is to have large window and door openings
and/or narrow wall piers. Wall panels varying up to three
stories high with openings resembles a wall frame which
is not currently recognized under any of the defined
seismic-force resisting systems other than consideration
of structural wall systems. Conformance tc special
structural wall system design and detailing of wall piers
ensures minimum life safety performance in resisting
earthquake forces for structures in Seismic Design
Category D, E, or F. The medification separates wall
piers des19ned for structures assigned to Seismic Design
Category C from those assigried to Seismic Design
Category D, E, or F. This amendment is a continuation of
an amendment adopted during previous Code adoption
cycles, and is necessary due to the increased risk of
significant earthquakes in the County.-

1805.1.8

Geological

1 This amendment requires minimum reinforcement in

continuous foetings to address the problem of poor
performance of plain or under-reinforced footings during a
seismic event. This amendment reflects the
recommendations by the SEAOSC and the Los Angeles
City Joint Task Force that investigated the poor
performance observed in 1994 Northridge Earthquake.
This amendment is a continuation of an amendment
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adoptied during previous Code adoption cycles, and is
necessary due to the increased risk of significant
earthquakes in the County.

1 1905.1.10
through
1905.1.12

Geological

This amendment is intended to carry over critical
provisions for the design of concrete columns in moment
frames from the UBC. Increased confinement is critical to
the integrity of such columns and these modifications
ensure that it is provided when certain thresholds are
exceeded. In addition, this amendment carries over from
the UBC a critical provision for the design of concrete
shear walls. It essentially limits the use of very highly
gravity-loaded walls from being included in the seismic
load resisting system, since their failure could have
catastrophic effect on the building. Furthermore, this
amendment was incorporated in the Code based on
observations from the 1894 Northridge Earthquake.
Rebar placed in very thin concrete topping slabs has been
observed in some instances o have popped out of the
slab due to insufficient concrete coverage. This
modification ensures that critical boundary and collector
rebars are placed in-sufficiently thick slabs to prevent
buckling of such reinforcements. This amendment is a
continuation of an amendment adopted during previous
Code adoption cycles, and is necessary due to the
increased risk of significant earthquakes in the County.

2304.9.1
and Table
2304.9.1

Geological

Due to the high geologic activities in the Southern
California area and the expected higher level of
performance on buildings and structures, this proposed
focal amendment limits the use of staple fasteners in
resisting or fransferting seismic forces. In September
2007, limited cyclic testing data was provided to the ICC
Los Angeles Chapter Structural Code Committee showing
that stapled wood structural shear panels do not exhibit
the same behavior as nailed wood structurai shear panels, |
The test results of stapled wood structural shear panels
appeared much lower in strength and drift than nailed
wood structural shear panel test results. Therefore, the
use of staples as fasteners io resist or transfer seismic
forces shall not be permitied without being substantiated
by cyclic testing. This amendment is a continuation of a
similar amendment adopted during previous Code
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adoption cycles, and is necessary due to the Increased
risk of significant earthquakes in the County. )

2304.11.7

Climatic
Geological

No substantiafing data has been provided to show that
wood used In retaining or crib walls is effective in
supporting buildings and structures during a seismic svent
while being subject to deterioration caused by the
combined detrimental effect of constant moisture in the’
soil and wodd-destroying arganisms. Wood used in
retaining or crib walls, when it is not properly treated and
protected against deterioration, has performed very
poorly. Mast contractors are typically accustomed to
construction in dry and temperate weather in the Southern
California region and are not generally familiar with the
hecessary precaitions and treatment of wood that makes
it suitable for both seismic events and wet applications.
The proposed amendment takes the necessary
precautionary steps to reduce or-efiminate potential
problems that may result by using wood in retaining or crib
walls that experience relatively rapid decay due to the fact
that the region does not experience temperatures cold
enough to desiroy or retard the growth and proliferation of
wood-destroying organisms. This amendment is a
continuation of an amendment adopted during previous
Code adoption cycles, and is necessary due to the
increased risk of significant earthquakes in the County.

2305.4

Geological

The overdriving of nails into the structural wood panels
siill remains a concern when pneumatic nail guns are
used for wood structural panel shear wall nailing. Box
nails were observed o cause massive and multiple
faliures of the typical 3/8-inch thick plywood during the
1994 Northridge Earthquake. The use of clipped head
nails continues to be restricted from use in wood structural

" | panel shear walls where the minimum nail head size must

be maintained in order to minimize nails from pulling
through sheathing materials. Clipped or mechanically
driven nails used in wood sfructural panel shear wall
construction were found to perform much worse in
previous wood struciural panel shear wall testing done at
the University of California Irvine. The existing test results
indicated that, under cyclic loading, the wood structural
panel shear walls were less energy absorbent and less
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ductile. The panels reached ultimate load capacity and
failed at substantially less latera! deflection than those
using same size hand-driven nails. This amendment

| reflects the recommendations by the SEAOSC and the

Los Angeles City Joint Task Force that invesfigated the
poor performance observed in 1994 Northridge
Earthquake. This amendment is a continuation of an
amendment adepted during previous Code adoption
cycles, and is hecessary due to the increased risk of
significant earthquakes in the County.

2305.5

Geological

Many of the hold-down connectors currently in use do not
have any acceptance report based on dynamic testing

| protocol. This amendment continues to limit the allowable
-| capacity to 75% of the acceptance report value to provide

an additional factor of safety for statically tested
anchorage devices. Cyclic forces imparted on buildings
and structures by seismic activity cause more damage
than equivalent forces which are applied in a static
manner. Steel plate washers will reduce the additional
damage which can result when hold-down connectors are
fastened to wood framing members. This amendment
reflects the recommendations by the SEAOSC and the
Los Angeles City Joint Task Force that investigated the
poar performance observed in the 1894 Northridge
Earthquake. This amendment is a continuation of an
amendment adopted during previous Code adoption
cycles, and is necessary due to the increased risk of
significant earthquakes in the County.

2306.2

Geological

The SEAQOSC and the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force
that investigated the damages to buildings and structures
during the 1984 Northridge Earthquake recommended
reduclng allowable shear values in wood structural panel
shear walls cr diaphragms that were not substantiated by
cyclic testing. That recommendation was consistent with
a report to the Governor from the Seismic Safety
Commission of the State of California recommending that
code requirements be "more thorough!ly substantiated with
testing." The allowable shear values for wood structural
panel shear walls or diaphragms fastened with staples are
based on monotonic testing and do not take into
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consideration that earthquake forces load shear wall or
diaphragm in a repeating and fully reversible manner. In
September 2007, limited cyclic testing was conducted by
a private engineering firm to determine if wood structural
panels fastened with staples would exhibit the same
behavior as wood structural panels fastened with common
nails. The test resuit revealed that wood structural panels
fastened with stapies appeared to be much lower in
strength and stiffness than wood structural panels
fastened with common nails. it was recommended that
the use of stapies as fasteners for wood structural panel
shear walls or diaphragms not be permitted to resist
seismic forces in structures assigned to Seismic Design
Category D, E and F unless it can be substantiated by
cyclic testing. Furthermore, the cities and unincorporated
areas within the Los Angeles region have taken extra
measures to maintain the structural integrity of the framing
of shear walls and diaphragms designed for high levels of
seismic forces by requiring wood sheathing be applied
directly over the framing members and prohibiting the use
of panels placed over gypsum.sheathing. This
amendment is intended to prevent the undesirable
performance of nails when gypsum board softens due to
cyclic earthquake displacements and the nail ultimately
does not have any engagement in a solid material within
the thickness of the gypsum board. This amendment
continues the previous amendment adopted during the
2007 Code adoption cycle.

2306.3 and
2307.2

Geclogical

The SEAOSC and the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force
that investigated the damages to buildings and structures
during the 1994 Northridge Earthquake recommended
reducing allowabie shear values in wood structural panel
shear walls or diaphragms that were not substantiated by
cyclic testing. That recommendation was consistent with
a report to the Govemior from the Seismic Safety
Coemmission of the State of California recommending that
code requirements be "more thoroughly substantiated with
testing." The allowable shear values for wood structural
panel shear walls or diaphragms fastened with stapled
nails are based on monotonic testing and do not take into

consideraticn that earthquake forces load shear wall or
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diaphragm in a repeating and fully reversible manner. In
September 2007, limited cyclic testing was conducted by
a private engineering firm to determine if wood structural
panels fastened with stapled nails would exhibit the same
behavior as wood structural panels fastened with comimon
nails. The test resuit revealed that wood structural panel
fastened with stapled nails appeared to be much lower in
strength and stiffness than wood stryctural panels
fastened with common nails. i was recommended that
the use of stapled nail as fasteners for wood structural
panel shear walls or diaphragms not be permitted fo resist
selsmic forces in structures assigned to Seismic Design
Category D, E and F unless it can be substantiated by
cyclic testing. Furthermore, the cities and unincorporated
areas within the Los Angeles region have taken extra

measures to maintain the structural integrity of the framing |

of shear walls and dlaphragms designed for high levels of
seismic forces by requiring wood sheathing be applied
directly over the framing members and prohibifing the use
of panels placed over gypsum sheathing. This
amendment is intended to prevent the undesirable
performance of nails when gypsum board softens due to
cyclic earthquake dispiacements and the nail ultimately
does not have any engagement in a solid material within
the thickness of the gypsum board. This amendment
continues the previous amendment adopted during the
2007 Code adoption cycle, and is necessary due to the
increased risk of significant earthquakes in the County.

2308.3.4

Geological

With the higher seismic demand piaced on buildings and
structures in this region, interior walls can easily be called
upon to resist over half of the seismic loading imposed on
simple buildings or structures. Without a continuous
foundation to suppotrt the braced wall line, seismic loads
wouid be transferred through other elements such as non-
structural concrete slab floors, wood floors, etc. The
purpose of this amendment is to limit the use of the
exception to structures assigned to Seismic Design
Category A, B or C where lower seismic demands are
expected. Requiring interior braced walis be supported by
continuous foundations is intended to reduce or eliminate
the poor performance of buildings or structures. This
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amendment is a continuation of an amendment adopted
during previous Code adoption cycles, and is necessary
due to the increased risk of significant earthquakes in the
County. '

2308.9.3.1, | Geological The SEACSC and the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force

2308.9.3.2 that investigated the damages to buildings and structures

and Figure during the 1884 Northridge Earthquake recommended

2308.9.3.2 reducing allowable shear values in wood. structurat pansl

'| panels fastened with stapled nails would exhibit the same

shear walls or diaphragms that were not substantiated by
cyclic testing. That recommendation was consistent with
a report to the Governer from the Seismic Safety
Commission of the State of California recommending that
code requirements be "more thoroughly substantiated with
testing." The allowabie shear values for wood strictural
panel shear walls or diaphragms fastened with stapled
nails are based on monotonic testing and do not tzke into
consideration that earthquaice forces load shear wall or
diaphragm in a repeating and fully reversible manner. In
September 2007, fimited cyclic testing was conducted by
a private engineering firm to defermine if wood structural

behavior as wood structural panels fastened with common
nails. The test result revealed that wood structural panel -
fastened with stapled nails appeared to be much lowerin |
strength and stiffness than wood structural panels

fastened with common nails. It was recommended that

the use of stapled nail as fasteners for wood structural
panel shear walls or diaphragms not be permitted to resist
seismic forces in structures assigned'to Seismic Design
Category D, E and F unless it can be substantiated by
cyciic testing. Furthermore, the cities and unincorporated
areas within the Los Angeles region have taken extra
measures o maintain the structural integrity of the framing
of shear walls and diaphragms designed for high levels of
seismic forces by requiring wood sheathing be-applied '
diractly over the framing members and prohibiting the use
of panels placed over gypsum sheathing. This
amendment is intended to prevent the undesirable
performance of nails when gypsum board softens due to
cyclic earthquake dispiacements and the nait uliimately
does not have any engagement in a solid material within
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the thickness of the gypsum board.

Table
2308.12.4

Geologicai

This amendment specifies minimum sheathing thickness
and nail size and spacing so as to provide a uniform
standard of construction for designers and buildings to
follow. This is intended to improve the performance level
of buildings and structures that are subject to the higher
seismic demands placed on buiidings or structure in this
region. This proposed amendment refiects the
recommendations by the SEAOSC and the Los Angeles
City Joint Task Force that investigated the poor
performance observed in 1994 Northridge Earthquake.
This amendment is a continuation of an amendment
adopted during previous Cede adoption cycies, and is
necessary due to the increased risk of significant
earthquakes in the County.

2308.12.5

Geological

Due to the high geologic activities in the Southern
California area and the expected higher level of
performance on buildings and structures, this amendment
limits the use of staple fasteners in resisting or transferring
seismic forces. In September 2007, limited cyclic testing
data was provided to the ICC Los Angeles Chapter
Structural Code Committee showing that stapled wood
structural shear panels do not exhibit the same behavior
as nailed wood structural shear panels. The test results of
stapled wood structural shear panels appeared much
lower in strength and drift than nailed wood structural
shear panel test results. Therefore, the use of staples as
fasteners to resist or transfer seismic forces shalf not be
permitted without being substantiated by cyclic testing.
This amendment is a continuation of a similar amendment
adopted during previous Code adoption cycles.

3401.10.1
to
3401.10.3

Geological

The greater Los Angeles/Long Beach ragion is a densely
popuiated area having buildings constructed over and
near a vast aray of fault systems capable of producing
major earthquakes, including but not limited to the recent
1984 Northridge Earthquake. The purpose of the
amendments is to prevent inadequate construction or
bracing to resist herizontal forces, thus becoming a
hazard to life or property in the event of an earthquake.

3401.11

Geological

The greater Los Angeles/Long Beach region is a densely
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Section .
near a vast array of fauit systems capabie of producing
maijor earthquakes, inciuding but not limited to the recent
1694 Northridge Earthquake. The purpose of the
amendment is to save lives in the event of an earthquake
when parnics occur and glass shatters.
J101.1 Geological This Section is revised to include erosion and sediment
Topographical | control measures to address the complex and diverse set
Climate of soll types and geologic conditions that exist in the Los . .
Angeies County region.
J103.1 - Geological | Sections revised to provide adequate control of grading
J103.2 Topographical | operations typical to the L.os Angeles County region due
Climate to the complex and diverse set of soil fypes, climates, and
geologic conditions that exist in the Los Angeles County
region.
J104.2.1 — | Geological Sections revised or added to prov'de adequate controf of
J104.4 Topographical | grading operations typical to the Los Angeles County
Chmate region due to the complex and diverse set of soil types,
climates, and geologic conditions that exist in the Los’
Angeles County region.
J105.1- Geological Sections revised or added to provide adequate control of
J105.14 Topegraphical gradmg operations typical to the Los Angeies County
Climate region due to the complex and diverse set of soii types,
climates, and geologic conditions that exist in the Los
Angeles County region.
J1086.1 Geological Section revised to require more stringent cut slope ratios
Topographical | {6 address the complex and diverse set of soil types and
Climate geologic conditions that exist in the Los Angeles County
region.
J107.1- Geological Sections revised to provide more stringent fill
J107.7 Topographical | requirements for slope stability, and settlement due to the
Climate complex and diverse set of soil types, climates, and
geologic conditions which exist in the Los Angeles County
. region.
J107.8 - Geological Sections revised to provide more stringent inspection and
J107.9 " } Topographical | testing requirements for fill siope stability due to the
Climate complex and diverse set of soil types, climates, and
geologic conditions which exist in the Los Angeles County
. region.
J108.% - Geological Sections revised to provide more strmgent slope setback
J108.4 Topographical | requirements to address the complex and diverse set of
Climate sail types, climates, and geologic conditions which exist in

M e T

HOA.991471.2

187



. et e M

R et

Explanation of Amendment

the Los Angeles County region.

Sections revised to provide more stringent drainage and
terracing requirements to address the compiex and
diverse seat of soil types, climates, and geolcgic conditions
which exist in the Los Angeles County region.

Subsection added to provide for adequate outlet of
drainage flows due to the diverse set of soil types,
climates, and geologic conditions which exist in the
Los Angeles County region.

Sections revised or added to provide for State

- requirements of storm water pollution prevention and

more stringent slope planting, and slope stability
requirements to control erosion due to the complex and
diverse set of soil types, climates, and geologic.conditions
that exist in the Los Angeles County region.

Section revised to reference additional standards for soils

| testing due to the complex and diverse set of soil types,

climates, and geologic conditions that exist in the Los

HOA.991471.2
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J108.4 - Geological

J100.3 Topographical
Climate

J108.5 Geological
Topographical
Climate

Ji10 - Gsolegical

J110.8.5 Topographical
Climate

J11T Geological
Topographical
Ciimate

[TITLE262013CSCC)
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RESIDENTIAL CODE AMENDMENTS

Code Section

Condition

Explanation of A;tmendment

R30%1.1.3.2

Geolegical

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active faults in the Southern California area.
After the 1884 Northridge Earthquaxe, the Woed Frame
Construction Joint Task Fotce recommended that the
quality of wood frame consfruction needs to be greatly
improved. One such recommendation Identified by the
Task Force is fo improve the quality and organization of
structural plans prepared by the engineer or architect so
that pian examiners, building inspectors, centractors, and
special inspectors may logically foliow and construct the
presentation of the seismic force-resisting systems in the
consfruction documents. For buildings or structures
located in Seismic Design Category Do, D4, Do, or E that
are subject to a greater level of seismic forces, the
requirement to have a California licensed architect or
engineer prepare the construction documents is intended
to minimize or reduce sfructural deficiencies that may
cause excessive damage or injuries in wood frame
buildings. Structural deficiencies such as plan and vertical
imegutarities, improper shear transfér of the seismic force-
resisting system, missed details or connections important
to the structural system, and the improper application of
the prescriptive requirements of the California Residential
Code can be readily addressed by a registered design
professional.

R301.1.4

Geological .
Topographical

This technical amendment is for buildings constructed on
hiflsides. Due to the local topographical and geological
conditions of the sites within the greater Los Angeles
region and their susceptibility tc earthquakes, this
amendment is required to address and clarify special
needs for buildings constructed on hiliside locations. A
joint Structural Engineers Association of Southern
Caiifornia (SEAOSC) and Los Angeles City Joint Task
Force investigated the performance of hillside building
failures after the Northridge earthguake. Numerous
hillside failures resulted In loss of life and milliohs of dollars
in damage. These criteria were deveioped to minimize the
damage to these structures and have been in use by the
City and County of Los Angeles for several years.

R301.2.2.2.5

Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active faults in the Southern California area.
Due to the high geologic activities in the Southern
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California area and the expected higher level of
performance on buildings and stryctures, this local
amendment imits the type of irregular conditions as
specified in the 2013 California Residentia! Code. Such
limitations are recommended to reduce structural damages
in the event of an earthquake. The cities and County of
the Los Angeles region have taken extra measures to
maintain the structural integrity of the framing of the shear
walls and all'associated elements when designed for high
levels of ssismic loads.

R301.2.2.3.8

| Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due fo the
existence of active faults in the Southern California area.

| Due to the high geologic activities in the Southermn

California area and the expecied higher leve! of
performance on buildings and structures, this local
amendment limits the potential anchorage and supporting
frame failure resulting from additional weight. There is no
limitation for weight of mechanicat and plumbing fixtures
and equipment in the International Residential Code.
Requirements from ASCE 7 and the International Building
Code would pemit equipment weighing up to 400 Ibs.
when mounted at 4 feet or less above the floor or attic
level- without engineering design. Where equipment
exceeds this requirement, it is the intent of this proposed
amendment that a registered design professional be
required to analyze if the floor support is adequate and
structurally sound. -

Table R302.1(2)

Climatic

This amendment will not allow unprotected openings
(cpenings that do not resist the spread of fire) to be in the
exterior wall of a residential building that is located on a
properly line. This amendment is necessary due to local
climatic conditions. During the hot, dry weather conditions
of iate summer in combination with the Santa Ana winds
creates an extreme fire danger. Residential buildings with
unprotected openings located on a property line wili allow
the spread of fire from the inside of the building to adjacent
broperties and likewise from exterior properties to the
interior of the building.

R327.1.1

Climatic

| Clarifies the appilication of Chapter R327 to include

additions, alterations, and/or relocated buildings. Many
areas of the County have been designated as Fire Mazard
Severity Zones due to fow humidity, strong winds, and dry

HOA.1009141.1
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'vegetation. Additions, alterations, and/or relocated

buiidings have the same fire risk as new buildings.

R327.1.3

Climatic

Ciarifies the application of Chapter R327 to include
additions, alterations, and/or relocated buildings. Many
areas of the County have been designated as Fire Hazard
Severity Zones due to the increased risk of fire caused by
low humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation. Additiens,
alterations, and/or relocated buildings have the same fire
risk as new buiidings.

R327.1.3.1

Climatic

Clarifies the application of Chapter R327 to include
additions, alterations, and/or relocated bulidings. -Many
areas of the County have been designated as Fire Hazard
Severity. Zones due to the increased risk of fire caused by
low humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation. Additions,
alterations, and/or relocated buildings have the same fire
risk as new buildings.

R327.352

Climatic.

Disallows the use of wood-shingle/wood-shake roofs due
to the increased risk of fire in the County caused by low
humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation.

R327.3522

Climatic

Disallows the use of wood-shingle/wood-shake rocfs due
to the increased risk-of fire in the County caused by low
humidity, sirong winds, and dry vegetation.

R327.4.3

Climatic:

Disallows the use of wood-shingie/wood-shake roofs due
to the increased risk of fire in the County caused by low
humidity, strong winds, and dry vegetation in High Fire
Severity Zones. ,

R327.5.2

Climatic

Disallows the use of wood-shinglefwood-shake roofs and
requires the use of Class A roof covering due to the
increased risk of fire in the County caused by low humidity,
sfrong winds, and dry vegetation in High Fire Severity
Zones.

R401.1

Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due o the
existence of active faulfs in the Southern California area.
Wood foundations, even those that are preservative-
treated, encounter a higher risk of deterioration when
contacting the adjacent ground. The required seismic
anchorage and transfer of lateral forces into the foundation
system necessary for 2-story structures and foundation
walls could become compromised at varying states of
wood decay. In addition, global structure overtumning
moment and sliding resistance is reduced when utilizing
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wood foundations as opposed to conventional concrete or

masonry systems. Howevér, non-cccupied, singie-story

storage structures pose significantly less risk to human

safety and should be able to utilize the wood foundation
uidelines specified in this Chapter.

| R403.1.2
R403.1.3

R403.1.5

Figure R403.1.5

Climatic
Gedological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active faults in the Southern California area.
These proposed amendments reguire minimum
reinforcement in continuous footings and stepped foctings
to address the problem of poor performance of plain or
under-reinforced footings during a seismic event. These
amendments reflect the recommendations by SEACSC
and the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force that
investigated the poor performance cbserved in the 1994
Northridge Earthquake. These proposed amendments are
a continuation of an amendment adopted during previous
code adoption cycles. Interior walls can easily be called
upon to resist over half of the seismic loading imposed on
simple buildings or structures. Without a continuous
foundation to support the braced wall line; seismic loads
would be transferred through other elements such as non-
structural concrete stab floors, wood flaors, etc. Requiring
interior braced walls be supported by continuous
foundations is intended to reduce or eliminate the poor
performance of buildings or structures.

R404.2

Climatic
Geological

No substantiating data has been provided to show that
wood foundations are effective in supporting structures
and buildings during a seismic event while being subject to
deterioration caused by presence of water in the soil as
well as other materials detrimental to wood foundations.
Wood foundations, when they are not properly treated and
protected against deterioration, have performed very
poorly and have led to slope failures. Most contractors are
typically accustomed to construction in dry weather in the
Southern California region and are not generally familiar
with the necessary precautions and treatment of wood that
makes it suitable for both seismic events and wet
applications. With the higher seismic demand placed on
buitdings and structures in this region, coupled with the

- | dryer weather conditions here as oppose to the northern

and eastern part of the country, it is the intent of this
proposal to take the necessary precautionary steps o
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reduce or eliminate potential problems that may result from
the use of wood footings and foundations that does not
take into considerstion the conditions of this surrounding
envircnment.

R591.1

Geological

Due to the high geologic activities in the Southern
California area and the expected higher level of
performance on buildings and structures, this local
amendment limits the potential anchorage and supporting
frame failure resulling from additional weight. There is no
limitation for weight of mechanical and plumbing fixtures
and equipment in the International Residential Code.
Requirements from ASCE 7 and the International Building
Code would permit equipment weighing up to 400 ibs.
when rhounted at 4 feet or less above the floor or attic
level without engineering design. Where equipment
exceeds this requirement, it is the intent of this proposed
amendment that a registered design professional be-
required to analyze if the floor support is adequate and
structurally sound.

R503.2.4

Geological”

| Section R502.10 of the Code does not provide any

prescriptive criteria. to limit the maximum floor opening size
nor does Secficn R503 provide any details to address the
issue of shear transfer near larger floor openings. With the
higher seismic demand placed on buildings and structures
in this region, it is important to ensure that a complete load
path is provided {o reduce or eliminate potential damages |
caused by seismic forces. Requmng blocking with metal
ties around larger floor openings and limiting opening size
is consistent with the’ requ1rements of Section
R301.2.2.2.5.

R602.3.2

Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active faults in the Southemn California area.
The cities and County of the Los Angeles region have
taken extra measures to maintain the structural integrity of
the framing of the shear walls when designed for high
ievels of seismic loads by eliminating single top plate
censtruction. The parformance of modern day braced wall
panel construction is directly related to an adequate load
path extending from the roof diaphragm to the foundation
system. This proposed amendment is a continuation of an
amendment adopted during the previous code adoption

cycle.

HOA.1009141.1
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Code Section

Condition

Explanation of Amendment

Table R602.3(1)

Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active faults in the Southern California area.
in September 2007, limited cvclic testing data was
provided to the ICC Los Angeles Chapter Structura!l Code
Committse showing that stagied wood structural shear
panels do not exhibit the same behavior as the nailed
wood structural shear panels. As a matter of fact, the test
resuits of the stapied wood structural shear pansis
appeared much lower in strength and drift thar the nailed
wood structural shear panel test results. Therefore, the
use of staples as fasteners for shear walls sheathed with
other materials shall not be permitted without being
substantiated by cyclic testing. This proposed amendment
Is a continuation of anramendment adopted during the
previous Code adoption cycle.

Table R6802.3(2)

Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active faults in the Southern California area.
In September 2007, limited cyclic testing data was
provided to the ICC Los Angeles Chapter Structural Code
Committee showing that stapled wood structural shear
panels do not exhibit the same behavior as the nailed
wood structural shear panels. As a matter of fact, the test
results of the stapled wooed structural shear panels
appeared much lower in strength and drift than the nailed
wood structural shear panel test results. Therefore, the
use of staples as fasteners for shear walls sheathed with
other materials shall not be permitted without being _
substantiated by cyclic testing. This proposed amendment
is a continuation of an amendment adopted during the
previous Code adoption cycle.

Table
R602.10.3(3)

Geological -

Due to the high geologic activities in the Southern
California area and the expected higher level of
performance on buildings and structures, this local
amendment continues to reduce/eliminate the allowable
shear values for shear walls sheathed with lath, plaster or
gypsum boeard. The poor performance of such shear walls
sheathed with other materials in the 1994 Northridge
Earthquake was investigated by SEACSC and the

Los Angeles City Joint Task Force. The cities and County
of the Los Angeles region have taken extra measures fo
maintain the structural integrity of the framing of the shear
walls when designed for high levels of seismic loads.

HOA.1009141.1
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Code Section

Condition

Explanation of Amendment

{ Table
R602.10.4

Geologicai

3/8” thick 3 ply-piywood shear walis experienced many
failures during the Northridge Earthquake. This proposed
amendment specifies minimum WSP sheathing thickness
and nail size and spacing so as to provide a uniform

| standard of construction for desighers and buildings to

follow. This is intended to improve the performance Jevel

| of buildings and sfructures that are subject to the higher

seismic demands placed on buildings or siructure in this
region. This proposed amendment refiects the
recommendations by SEAOSC and the Los Angeles City
Joint Task Force that investigated the poor performance
observed in 1994 Northridge Earthquake. In September
2007, cyclic testing data was provided to the structural
code committee showing that stapled wood structural
shear panels do not exhibit the same behavior as the
nailed wood struciural shear panels. In addition; the test

' results of the stapled wood structural shear panels

appeared much lower in strength and drift than the nailed
wood structural shear panel test results. This proposed
amendment is a continuation of an amendment adopted
during the previous Code adoption cycle.

Table
R602.10.5

Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the

existence of active faults in the Southern California area.
The poor performance of such shear walls sheathed in the
1994 Northridge Earthquake was investigated by SEAOSC
and the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force. The cities and
County of the Los Angeles region have taken extra
measures to maintain the structural integrity with respect
to the “maximum shear wall aspect ratios” of the framing of
the shear walls when designed for high levels of seismic
loads. This proposed amendment is consistent with the
shear wall aspect ratio provision of Section 4.3.4 of
AF&PA SDPWS-2008.

Figure
R602.10.6.1

Geological

3/8" thick 3 ply-plywood shear walls experienced many
failures during the Northridge Earthquake. The poor
performance of such shear walis sheathed in the 1994
Northridge Earthquake was investigated by SEAQOSC and
the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force. Box nails were
observed to cause massive and multiple failures of the
typical 3/8” thick 3 ply-plywood during the Northridge
Earthquake. The cities and County of the Los Angeles
region have taken extra measures to maintain the

HOA.1009141.1 -
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Code Section

Condition

Explanation of Amendment

structural integrity of the framing cf the shear walls when
designed for high levels of seismic loads. The
performance of modern day braced wall panel construction

s directly related to an adequate load path extending from

the roof diaphragm to the foundation system. This
proposed amendment continues amendments adopted
during the previous Code cycles for the California Building
Code.

R502.10.6.2

Figure

Geoiogicai

'3/8” thick 3 ply-plywood shear walls experienced many

failures during the Northridge Earthquake. The poor
performance of such shear walls sheathed in the 1994
Northridge Earthquake was investigated by SEAOSC and
the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force. The cities and
County of the Los Angeles region have taken extra
measures to maintain the structural integrity of the framing
of the shear walls when designed for high levels of seismic
loads. Box nails were observed to cause massive and

- | multiple failures of the typical 3/8-inch thick plywood during

the Northridge Earthquaks. The proposal to change the
minimum lap splice requirement is consistent with Section
12.96.1 of ACI 318-11. This proposed amendment is a
continuation of an amendment adopted during the
previous Code adoption cycles.

Figure
R602.10.6.4

Geological

3/8” thick 3 ply-plywood shear walls experienced many
failures during the Northridge Earthquake. The poor
performance of such shear walls sheathed in the 1994
Northridge Earthquake was investigated by SEAOSC and
the Los Angeles City Joint Task Force. The cities and
County of the Los Angeles region have taken extra
measures to maintain the structural integrity of the framing
of the shear walls when designed for high levels of seismic
loads. The proposal in which “washers shall be a
minimum of 0.229 inch by 3 inches by 3 inches in size” is
consistent with Section R602.11.1 of the California
Residential Code and Section 2308.12.8 of the California
Building Code. This proposed amendment is a
contiriuation of an amendment adopted during the
previous code adoption cycle.

R602.10.9.1

Geological

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active faults in the Southern Cailifornia area.
The performance of modern day braced wall panél

HOA.1009141.1
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Explanation of Amendment

construction is directly refated to an adequate load path
extending from the roof diaphragm to the foundation
system. Inferior braced wall panels, therefore, are also

' directly dependent upon the adequacy of the foundation

system. In addition, the proposed amendment for Section

-R403.1.2 specifies that all exterior walls and required

interior braced wail panels in buildings shall be supported
with continuous footings.

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the
existence of active fauits in the Southern California area.
The addition of the word “or” will prevent the use of
unreinforced parapsts in Seismic Design Category Dg, D,
or B, or on fownhouses in Seismic Design Category C.

Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due fo the
existence of active faults in the Southern California‘area.
Reinforcement using longitudinal wires for buildings and
structures located in high ssismic areas are not as ductile
as deformed rebar. Having vertical reinforcement clioser to
the ends of masonry walis help 1o improve the selsmic
performance of masonry buildings and structures.

Section R802 of the Code does not provide any
prescriptive criteria to limit the maximum size of roof
openings, nor does-Section R803 provide any details fo
address the issue of shear transfer near larger roof
openings. With the higher seismic demand placed on
buildings and structures in this region, it is important to
ensure that a complete load path is provided to reduce or
eliminate potential damage caused by seismic forces.
Requiring blocking with metal ties around larger roof
cpenings and limiting the size of openings is consistent
with the requirements of Section R301.2.2.2 5.

| Los Angeles County is prone to seismic activity due to the

existence of active faults in the Southern California area.
The performance of fireplaces/chimneys without '
anchorage to the foundation has been observed to be
inadequate during major earthquakes. The lack of
anchorage to the foundation resuits in overturn or
displacement.

HOA.10098141.1

- Code Section Condition
R806.2.4 Geological
R606.12.2.2.3 | Geological
R803.2.4 Geological
R1001.3.1 Geological
SECTION 49.
[TITLE302013CSCC]

This ordinance shall become operative on January 1, 2014.
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ELECTRICAL CODE AMENDMENTS

CODE SECTION .

CONDITION

EXPLANATION

60.19

Geological-

‘| Emergency situations

caused by seismic events
may require the .
disconnection of electrical
power in a buiiding.
Presently, the CEC does
not require a disconnecting
means for conductors for
multi-arrayed solar

| photovoltaic systems.

SECTION 10.

ITITLE272013CSCC}

HOA.1005333.1

This ordinance shall become operative on January 1, 2014.
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MECHANICAL CODE AMENDMENTS

CODE SECTION

CONDITION

EXPLANATION

501.1

Climatic

Additional Health

Department requirements
are necessary due to'local
air guality concerns. -

5084.1.5

Climatic

Dtie to high temperature
and dry conditions in
Southern California, grease
laden combustibles are a
high fire hazard.

FRDA.1008337.1
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"MECHANICAL CODE AMENDMENTS

CODE SECTION

CONDITION

EXPLANATION

510.1.6

Geological

High geologic activities,
such as seismic events, in
the Southern California -
area necessitates this local
amendment for bracing and
support.

603.2

Geological

High geologic activities,
such as seismic events, in
the Southern California
area necessitates this lecal
amendment for bracing and
support. -

1119.4

Geological _

High geologic activities,
such as seismic events, In
the Southermn Callfornia
area necessitates this local

| emendment to reduce

damage and poiential for
toxle refrigerant refease
during a seismic event
caused by shifting
equipment and fo minimize
impacts to the sewer
system in such an event.

SECTION 16.

[TITLE292013CSCC]

HOA.1008337.1

This ordinance shall become operative on January 1, 2014,
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" "PLUMBING CODE AMENDMENTS

CODE SECTION

"CONDITION

- EXPLANATION

7213

Geological
Topographical

To allow for the proper operation of existing
Loe Angeles County sewer infrastructure and
establish consistency with Title 20 — Utilitiss
of the Los Angeles County Cede, Division 2
(Sanitary Sewers and Industrial Waste) due
to local soii conditions and topography.

HOA.1005337.2

61



CODE SECTION CONDITION EXPLANATION
728.1t10728.6 Geological To allow for the proper operation of existing
- Topographical Los Angeles County sewer infrastructure and
establish consistency with Title 20 — Utilities
| of the Los Angeles County Code, Division 2
{Sanitary Sewers and Industrial Waste) due
. to local soil conditions and topography.
Table H 1.7 Geological; To establish more restrictive requirements for
' Topegraphical, protection of locai groundwater due to local
soil conditions.
Table H 2.1(1) Geological, To establish more restrictive requirements for
: Topographical | protection of local groundwater due to local
soil cenditions, sewer capacity, and sewage
treatment.
Table H2.1(2) Geological, To establish consistency with requirements of
Topographical | the County Health Depariment for sewer
capacity and sewage freatment due to local
: soil conditions.
Table H 2.1(3) Geological, - | To establish consistency with requirements of
Topographical | the County Health Department for sewer
capacity and sewage treatment due to local
soil conditions.
Section H 3.1 Geological, To establish more restrictive requirements for
Topographical, protection of local groundwater due to local
soil conditions.
Section H 4.3 Geological, To establish more restrictive requirements for|
Topographical protection of local groundwater due to local
: soil conditions.
SectionH 6.5 Geological, To establish more restrictive requirements for
Topegraphical protection of local groundwater due to local
soil conditions.
Section H 6.8 Geological, -Jo establish more restrictive requirements for
'| Topographical protection of local groundwater due to local
soil conditicns.
HOA.1005337.2
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CODE SECTION| ~_ CONDITION EXPLANATION
Section H 7.2 Geological, To establish-more restrictive requirements for
Topographical protection of local groundwater due to locel
) soil conditions.

Section H 10.1 Geological To establish mors restrictive requiréments to
prevent earth movement based on local soil
and seismic conditions.

SectionH 11.6 | Geologicai To establish more restrictive requirementis to
prevent earth movement based on local soll
and seismic conditions. .

SECTION 24. This ordinance shall become operative on January 1, 2014,
[TITLE282013CSCC]
HOA.1005337.2
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